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OUR  1897  DIARY. 


We  have  pleasure  in  announcing  that  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary  foe  1397  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  b'nders.  We  shall  in  due  course  mention  when 
copies  of  the  Diary  will  be  delivered  to  Home, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  subscribers,  but  in  the  meantime 
we  may  state  that  very  substantial  improvements  have 
been  effected  on  the  Diary.  The  pages  have  been  con- 
siderably enlarged,  and  altogether  it  is  a  bigger  and  better 
book  than  formerly.  The  advertisements  are  more  numerous, 
aitistic,  and  useful,  and  we  believe  that  tie  literary  contents 
will  be  of  real  practical  value  to  the  trade.  The  Ditpenscr's 
Formulary  occupies  about  one-tbird  of  the  space,  and 
contains  several  hundred  reliable  recipes  for  medicinal 
preparations.  Besides  this,  the  infermatic  n  on  legal,  official, 
and  technical  matters  is  thoroughly  up  to  date,  and  the 
contents  as  a  whole  will,  we  feel  sure,  be  regarded  by  many 
as  a  full  return  for  the  year's  subscription.  We  should  like 
those  subscribers  who  are  asked  to  renew  their  subscriptions 
before  the  end  of  this  month  to  give  as  prompt  response  as 
possible,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  supplyirg 
them  with  the  Diary. 


©ammarg, 


Half  of  the  next  page  deals  with  charges  of  theft  (p.  702). 

A  lady  has  lectured  to  the  Shjffiald  Pharmaceutical 
S:ciety  (p.  713). 

Particulars  are  given  on  p.  706  of  the  Niw  Zailand 
Pharmacy  Bill  cow  under  considera'ioa. 

An  authentic  case  of  the  excellent  results  which  x  rays 
give  as  a  depilatory  is  reported  cn  p.  703. 

Ipecacuanha  culture  has  not  been  a  success  in  the 
Nilgiris,  but  jalap  is  a  promising  drag  (p.  706). 

Three  fire3  in  druggists'  shops  in  Eq;1iqc1  are  reportsd 
/p.  703).    One  other  is  reported  in  Irish  news  (p.  704). 

A  new  physiological  research  laboratory  has  been  opened 
in  Edinburgh.  Anti-diphtheritic  seram  is  made  in  it 
(p.  704). 

The  Glasgow  chemists  have  hid  a  conversazione  and  a 
dance,  and  the  Brighton  janiors  have  had  their  seventh 
annual  dinner  (p.  712). 

An  interesting  account  of  the  rise  and  development  of 
biological  science  was  given  by  Mr.  T.  Morley  Taylor  at  the 
C.  A.  A.  last  week  (p.  711). 

We  review  generally  the  subjects  on  which  the  election  of 
direct  representatives  to  the  Gin°ral  Medical  Council  turn, 
and  give  brief  note3  on  the  candidates  (p.  718). 

At  the  drug-auc'uons  oa  Thursday  n  feeling  refarence 
was  made  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Heinrich  Bluhm,  formerly  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  A.  Fabar  k  Co.  (p.  723). 

The  Birmingham  Health  Committee  have  started  an 
inquiry  regarding  the  effects  of  food-preservatives,  the  city 
analyst  having  reported  that  they  are  injurious  (p.  703). 

Mr  Geo  E.  Davis  advocates  a  more  intelligent  administra- 
tion of  Ac's  bearing  upon  chemical  industry.  By  "  intelli- 
gent administration  "  he  means  skilled  supsrvi  uon  (p.  710). 

A  testimonial  to  Professor  Attfield  'rom  his  past 
students  is  being  organised  in  London  (p.  7DJ),  and  one  in 
Glasgow  to  Dr.  David  Lees  bv  his  pharmaceutical  students 
(p.  705). 

Professor  Dunstan  lectured  on  the  scientific  depart- 
ment of  the  Imperial  Institute  on  Monday  evening,  after 
which  the  laboratories  were  inspected  by  about  five  hundred 
Fellows  (p.  713). 

On  page  714  we  print  a  list  of  names  of  chemists  and 
druggists  and  pharmaceutical  chemists  which  will  be 
removed  from  the  registers  if  the  persons  do  not  commu- 
nicate with  the  Registrar  at  once. 

At  the  Chemical  Society  last  week  it  was  shown  that  the 
formula  of  nitrogen  iodide  is  NEJ3T2,  and  that  it  is  not  a 
derivative  of  ammonia.  Attention  was  also  called  to  the 
extremely  explosive  nature  of  acetylene  (p.  709). 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
have  recently  recommended  some  additions  to  the  Poisons 
Schedule,  amongst  them  cocaine  and  its  salts,  but  this  is  not 
to  apply  to  preparations  of  coca-leaves  (p.  708). 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Kohx  estimates  that  syntheVc  remedies 
are  used  in  this  country  to  the  value  of  250,000^ ,  and  says 
we  get  them  from  Germany  because  the  British  spirit  re?nla- 
tions  prohibit  their  economical  manufacture  here  (p.  710). 

Four  chemists  and  druggists  have  been  elected  Mayors  in, 
England,  Mr.  Claridge  Druce  has  become  Sheriff  of  Oxford, 
and  Mr.  T.  W.  Owbridge  is  to  act  in  the  same  capacity  for 
Hull  (p.  702).  A  few  Scotch  chemists  have  obtained 
municipal  honours  (p.  704). 

Mr.  H.  O.  Arnold-Forster,  M.P.  for  Belfast,  has  corre- 
sponded with  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  on  behalf  of  the  apprentices  to  a  limited  company, 
who,  through  the  decision  in  the  Cieelacd  case,  are  not  able 
to  produce  valid  certificates  of  service  admitting  them  to 
the  qualifying  examination.  Mr.  Forstei's  efforts  have  been 
ucavailirg  (p.  707). 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Chemists  and  Druggists  as  Mayors. 

The  drng-trade  makes  a  rather  poor  show  this  year  in  the 
competition  for  the  mayoral  chains.  Mr.  Simon  Peter 
Brendon  Newcombe,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected  for  a  third  year's  service  as  Mayor  of  Okehampton, 
and  Mr.  John  Gilling,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been  re- 
elected Mayor  of  Saffron  Walden.  The  only  other  gentlemen 
on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists  chosen  to  neayor- 
alties  are  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Harro- 
gate, the  well-known  manager  of  the  northern  branch  of 
CamwaJ,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Soutter,  of  Hedon,  Yorkshire.  We 
hope  to  publish  portraits  of  our  mayors  next  week.  Alderman 
S.  K.  Muspratt,  whose  association  with  the  chemical  tr^de  is 
well  known,  has  been  re-elected  Mayor  of  Flint,  and  Mr.  C. 
W.  Dyson  Perrins,  who  inherits  a  famous  pharmaceutical 
name,  is  the  new  Mayor  of  Worcester. 

Municipal  Honours. 

Among  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  drug- trade 
elected  to  the  municipal  councils  of  their  respective  boroughs 
in  addition  to  those  named  last  week  (p.  671)  are: — Mr. 
J.  A.  Steward,  chemist,  Worcester;  Mr.  J.  J.  Phillips, 
chemist,  Ashton-under-Lyne ;  Mr.  J  C.  White,  chemist, 
Grimsby  ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Barnes,  chemist,  Dover;  Mr.  C.  Darant, 
patent-medicine  proprietor,  Boston ;  Mr.  Wilson,  liquorice- 
refiner,  Pontefract ;  Mr.  David  Tunnion,  chemical-manufac- 
turer, Warrington. 

Mr.  Frederick  Bird,  chemist,  Coventry,  who  was  elected 
to  the  Council  at  the  head  of  the  poll  for  his  ward,  is  also 
the  chairman  of  the  School  Board,  and  was  lately  presented 
by  his  fellow- parishioners  with  a  handsome  gold  watch. 
Mr.  Bird  brought;  his  voters  to  the  poll  on  motor-cars — an 
innovation  which  created  much  interest. 

Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce  (L.),  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
besn  unanimously  appointed  Sheriff  of  Oxford  by  the  City 
Council  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  new  Sheriff  gave  the 
customary  wine- party  to  the  Corporation  and  a  number  of 
friends  the  same  evening. 

Mr.  C.  Clayton  (C),  chemist,  Oxford,  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  City  Council.  This  is  Mr.  Clayton's  fifth 
contest  in  seven  years,  the  four  previous  ones  being  unsuc- 
cessful.   There  are  now  three  chemists  on  the  Council. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Owbridge,  the  proprietor  of  Owbridge's  lung- 
tonic,  was  on  November  9  unanimously  elected  to  the 
shrievalty  of  Hull. 

Mr.  H.  Gantlett  has  been  elected  a  Town  Councillor 
for  the  Borough  of  Marlborough.  (This  is  a  corrected 
notice.) 

The  Chemists'  Ball; 
At  a  meeting  held  at  17  Bloom3bury  Square  on  Novem- 
ber 2,  the  following  were  elected  to  the  committee  for  the 
Chemists'  Ball  1897  :— Messrs.  Attfield,  Bowen,  Bremridge, 
Cartel  he,  T.  H.  Fraucis,  Hills,  T.  C.  W.  Martin,  Mathews, 
Phillips,  A.  C.  Preston,  Bobbins,  and  J.  C.  Umney ;  and  at  a 
subsequent  committee  meeting  Mr.  Hills  was  elected  Chair- 
man of  Committee,  Mr.  Carteighe  resigning  after  filling  the 
post  almost  since  the  beginning  of  the  annual  ball*  thirty- 
one  years  ago.  Mr  J.  C.  Umney  was  again  elected  Secretary 
for  the  Chemists' Ball,  and  he  will  be  glad  to  receive  the 
names  of  any  who  are  willing  to  become  stewards,  the 
liability  of  each  steward  being  one  gentleman  and  one  lady's 
i  jcket,  the  prices  being  17s.  6d.  and  12*.  6d.  each  respectively. 
'J  i  e  ball  will  be  held  at  the  Portman  Rooms  on  Wednesday 
January  20,  1837. 


A  Defaulting  Cashier. 
John  Bolton,  44  cashier,  lately  in  the  employment  of 
Messrs.  J.  and  E.  A'kinson,  perfumers,  24  Old  Bond  Street, 
W.,  was  sentenced  at  the  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court 
on  November  6  to  six  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour 
for  stealing  23/.  14s  3d.  from  his  employers.  He  had  been 
their  chief  cashier  for  over  four  years,  his  salary  being  200Z. 
a  year,  with  his  board.  When  the  books  were  examined  it 
was  discovered  tha-  the  total  defalcations  of  the  accused 
amounted  to  over  2342  For  the  prisoner  it  was  stated  that 
be  became  security  in  the  sum  of  100Z.  for  a  friend,  and  had 
to  pay  that  amount,  which  caused  him  to  get  into  monetary 
difficulties. 

Bobbing  his  Employer  to  Start  in  Business. 

At  the  Manchester  City  Police  Court  on  Monday,  Thomas 
Jeffries  was  charged  with  robbing  Mr.  Ousey.  manufacturing 
chemist,  trading  as  John  Qailliam  &  Co  ,  at,  Victoria  Bridge, 
under  the  following  circumstances.  The  prisoner  had  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  firm  for  the  last  fourteen  years.  During 
the  last  two  or  three  months  Mr.  Ousey  had  missed  articles 
from  his  warehouse,  but  suspicion  did  not  attach  to  the 
prisoner  until  after  he  had  received  from  several  of  his 
customers  copies  of  a  circular  which  announced  that  "J. 
Taylor  &  Co. '  were  aborrt  to  commence  business  as  manu- 
facturing chemists.  Mr.  Ousey  then  communicated  with 
the  police,  with  thj  result  that  a  couple  of  detectives 
searched  the  house  of  the  prisoner,  and  also  that  of  his 
mother-in-law,  where  they  found  bottles  containing  tinc- 
tures and  other  drug*,  and  a  quantity  of  papers,  also  a  list 
of  the  customers  of  "  Messrs.  Jchn  Qailliam  &  Co.,"  and 
bundles  of  the  circulars  of  "J.  Taylor  &  Co."  The  result 
was  that  Jeffries  was  arrested  at  Mr.  Ousey's  warehouse  and 
charged,  wheu  he  at  once  confessed  the  thefts,  stating  that 
he  was  very  sorry,  bat  he  had  never  done  anything  of  the 
sort  bafore.  Mr.  Oo  ^ey  informed  the  Stipendiary  that  the 
prisoner  appeared  to  have  attempted  to  undersell  him  with 
the  very  goods  he  had  stolen.  It  transpired  that  a  man 
named  Taylor,  a  brother  in-law  of  the  prisoner,  had  allowed 
him  to  use  his  name  on  the  circular  of  the  new  business,  but 
had  no  share  in  the  b adding  concern.  Jeffries  was  sent  to 
prkon  for  three  months  with  hard  labour. 

Charge  of  Robbery  from  a  Chemist. 
At  Greenwich  Police  Court  on  November  5,  David  Frenk. 
Nevill  (28),  plumber  aad  gasfitter,  and  George  Hinds  (17), 
bicycle-maker,  were  charged  with  being  concerned  together 
in  stealing,  on  September  22,  from  a  showcase  at  Blackheath 
village  a  quantity  of  bicycle-fittings,  value  31.  5s,  the  pro- 
perty of  Messrs.  William  Butcher  &  Son,  chemists  and  cycle 
agents  of  Tranquil  Vale,  Blackheath.  Hinds  had  offered 
them  for  sale  and  said  he  bought  them  from  Nevill.  Nevill 
said  he  bought  them  of  a  man  who  sold  files.  Mr.  Marsham 
remanded  the  prisoners  for  a  week,  and  allowed  bail. 

Till  Pilfering. 
Albert  Nunn,  a  youth  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Jesse 
Vawser,  chemist,  March,  Cambridgeshire,  was  charged  before 
the  March  Magistrates  last  week  with  stealing  2s.  from  the 
till.  Arthur  Vawser,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  assisted 
his'father,  deposed  to  having  marked  the  coins  in  the  till, 
one  of  which  was  afterwards  found  on  the  prisoner.  Nunn 
admitted  his  guilt,  and  as  Mr.  Vawser  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  press  the  charge  unduly,  the  Bench  let  him  off_  with  a 
fine  of  5s.  and  22s.  6d.  costs,  severely  reprimanding  him. 

Bobbery  of  Drugs. 
William  Baker,  a  chemist,  was  re-examined  at  the  West 
London  Police  Court  last  week  on  the  change  of  stealing  a 
quantity  of  drugs  from  the  Medical  Hall  in  the  Grove, 
Hammersmith,  where  he  was  employed.  He  was  further 
charged  with  stealing  drugs  while  he  was  previously  in  the 
employ  of  Parkes  (Limited),  in  the  Broadway.  There  was  a 
third  charge,  but  that  was  not  gone  into.  Mr.  Haynes,  who 
appeared  for  the  prisoner,  pleaded  guilty  in  the  first  two 
cases,  and  appealed  to  the  magistrate  to  deal  leniently  witn 
the  prisoner,  who  was  respectably  connected  Mr.  Lane 
committed  the  prisoner  for  eight  months,  being  four  months 
in  each  case. 
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Fires  at  Chemists'  Shops. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  the  cellar  under  th?  shop  of  Mr.  Wm, 
Parkinson,  druggist,  17  Lova^.  Road,  Preston,  on  the  morning 
of  Thursday  in  last  week.  The  outbreak  wa3  quickly  dis- 
covered, and  although  it  was  promptly  subdued  damage  to 
the  amount  of  1001.  was  done. 

The  vapour  of  spirit  coming  in  contact  with  alight  caused 
a  fire  on  November  6,  at  448  Kingsland  Eoad,  occupied  by 
Mr.  F.  F.  Riches,  chemist.  Though  the  flames  were  re- 
stricted to  the  ground  floor,  Knight  Erasmus  Roberts,  aged 
27  years,  and  Louis  Atexander,  aged  14  years,  were  severely 
burned  and  had  to  be  removed  to  hospital. 

At  noon,  on  Saturday,  November  7,  a  fire  broke  out  at  the 
Hull  Drug  Stores,  Scarbro'.  The  stores  are  situated  in  the 
main  thoroughfare,  with  the  London  and  Yorkshire  Bank  on 
one  side,  and  large  jewellery  stores  on  the  other.  In  a  few- 
minutes  the  fire  brigade  was  on  the  scene,  but  on  account 
of  the  inflammable  nature  of  the  stock  the  flames  spread  with 
great  rapidity.  The  datmge  done  was  very  considerable,  as  all 
the  stock  is  destroyed.  The  fire  was  caused,  it  is  said,  by  a 
youth  dropping  a  light  in  the  cellar,  which  was  filled  with 
paraffin  and  other  inflammable  goods. 

Boracie  Acid  as  a  Pood  Preservative. 

The  Birmingham  Health  Committee  have  decided  to 
institute  an  exhaustive  inquiry  into  the  question  of  whether 
boracie  acid  should  be  permitted  as  an  antiseptic  or  preser- 
vative in  various  food  substances.  The  Birmingham  city 
analyst — Dr.  Hill— has  insde  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  proportion  of  boracie  acid  in  batter  was  from  sixteen 
to  twenty  grains  in  the  pound.  Bjracic  acid,  he  said,  was 
essentially  a  drug  when  pat  into  foodstuff^  and  when  taken 
day  after  day  it  was  injurious  to  the  constitution.  It  set  up 
indigestion  and  diarrheal,  and  depressed  the  nervous  system. 
In  the  opinion  of  Sir  Andrew  Clark,  and  other  eminent 
physicians,  many  diseases,  the  origin  of  which  doctors  ware 
unable  to  trace,  were  attributable  to  such  antiseptics  as 
boracie  acid  and  salicylic  acid.  In  regard  to  butter,  during 
transit  from  abroad  it  might  be  frozen,  and  so  do  away  with 
the  use  of  boracie  acid.  The  Health  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  use  of  boracie  acid  ought  to  be  stopped,  bat, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  they  have  decided 
to  take  further  ad  rice  on  the  matter,  rather  than  institute 
wholesale  prosecutions  against  local  dealers. 

Are  Intoxicants  Medicines? 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Truro  Bmrd  of  Guardians  held  last 
week  a  lively  discussion  took  place  as  to  whether  wines  and 
spirits  used  as  stimulants  would  be  classed  as  "  medicines  " 
and  as  such  be  supplied  by  the  medical  officer  for  the  Work- 
house and  District.  In  their  advertisement  for  a  doctor  it 
was  stated  that  applicants  would  be  required  to  provide  all 
medicines  except  cod  liver  oil,  and  the  opinions  of  individual 
members  of  the  Board  were  divided  as  to  whether  intoxicants 
were  or  were  not  medicines  if  ordertd  by  a  medical  man. 
One  member  rema  ked  that  they  m'ght  as  well  ask  the  doctor 
to  provide  eggs  as  well  as  wines.  A  motion  was  put  that  the 
medical  officer  should  order  intoxicating  liquors  where  neces- 
sary and  the  Board  pay  ;  an  amendment  followed  that  the 
doctor  should  order  and  abo  pay,  but  the  motions  were  not 
pressed  to  a  division.  Dr.  Salmon  was  eventually  elected 
to  the  vacancy. 

X  Eays  Take  Off  the  Whiskers. 

At  the  inaugural  meeting  forthecuTrent  year  of  the  Sheffield 
Microscopical  Society  held  on  November  6,  Mr.  Frank 
Harrison,  M.R.C  S.,  L  D.S.,  read  a  t.aper  on  "  X-Rays  in  the 
Practice  of  Dental  Surgery."  In  the  course  of  it  he  related  a 
remarkable  incident  that  occurred  during  his  experiments, 
which  caused  him  some  alarm  On  May  6  a  patient  wa? 
subjected  to  the  effects  of  the  rajs  on  the  right  side  of  the 
face.  Between  then  and  June  I  some  dozen  and  a  half 
exposures  were  made,  varying  in  duration  from  ten  to  forty 
minutes.  On  June  4  the  patient  complained  of  an  itching 
and  burning  sensation  with  slight,  rednes3.  The  next  daV 
the  redness  was  m  rch  deeper  in  colour  and  looked  like  local 
erysipelas.  On  Juae  9  the  h  lir  over  the  atfectei  region 
began  to  fall,  the  bul  nm  end  of  the  shaft  being  distinctly 
seen.  This  continued  until  the  rigtr  side  of  the  facs  was  quite 


bald  and  the  glossy  skin  in  slight  wrinkles.  After  the  lapse 
of  about  six  weeks  the  hair  began  to  grow  again,  and  now 
the  patient  was  all  tight, 

Chemists  at  Football. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  Bloomsbury  Reserves. 
Played  at  Crouch  End  on  Saturday  last,  the  home  team 
being  one  man  short.  Scores  :  Pharmaceutical,  7  ;  Blooms- 
bury  Reserves,  nil.  Team :  Matthews,  goal  ;  Jones  and 
Happold,  backs  ;  Nelson,  Web3ter,  and  Smith,  half-hacks  ; 
Day,  Tebbutt,  Fothergill  (centre),  Cnandler,  and  Jackson, 
forwards. 

A  match  was  played  between  the  South  London  School  of 
Pharmacy  and  the  Westminster  College  of  Pharmacy  on 
Saturday,  November  7.  Result :  Muter's,  4  goals ;  West- 
minster College,  1. 

A  match  was  played  on  Saturday,  November  7,  between 
the  BarronsUa  F.C.  (Barron  Harveys  &  Cj)  and  the  Cran- 
ford  Press  F.C,  at  Harringay  Park.  The  druggists  had  all 
the  best  of  the  game,  and  won  by  3  goals  to  nil. 

Sequah  Eedivivus. 

Sequah  has  reappeared  at  Penzance  during  the  week  with 
a  travelling  theatre.  His  entertainments  include  lectures, 
limelight  views,  and  cinematographs,  or  animated  photo- 
graphy. 

Northern  Pharmaceutical  Students. 

The  third  annual  "smoker"  arranged  by  ihe  ''passed" 
and  present  students  of  the  North  of  England  School  of 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Nawcastle-on-Tyne,  was  held  in 
the  Crown  Hotel  on  Thursday  evening,  November  5.  Mr. 
Fred.  E.  Schofield,  of  Morpeth,  local  secretary  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical  Society,  and  ex-mayor  of  the  borough,  presided 
over  a  company  numbering  fally  a  hundred.  Proceedings 
were  opened  by  a  limelight  exhibition  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Clarke, 
of  Stockton,  one  of  the  students.  The  slides  were  most 
artistic,  and  most  of  them  the  work  of  the  exhibitor. 
Harmony  was  soon  in  fall  swing,  and  was  kept  going  merrily 
by  Messrs.  Blacklock  (violin),  Etherington  (banjo),  J. 
Gibson,  jun.,  Harper,  Kedley,  Hoffman,  Laurie,  MacFarlane, 
Park,  Watson,  Wright,  and  others.  Mr.  Marshall  presided  at 
the  piano. 

Carbolic  acid  Poisonings. 

The  following  ca^es  have  been  reported  during  the  pa3t 
week : — 

An  old  master  basket-maker  at  Burscough,  near  Ormskirk, 
named  Newman,  depressed  by  bad  trade,  took  6  oz.  of 
carbolic  arid,  aud  died  on  November  3. 

Alice  Baragh  (17).  a  servant  living  in  a  farmhouse  near 
Rpon,  poisoned  herself  with  carbolic  acid  when  she  was 
spoken  sharply  to. 

A  man  named  Davidson,  of  Dover,  was  found  dead  on  the 
heights  near  Dover  wita  a  bottle  whijh  had  contained 
carbolic  acid  by  his  side. 

A  servant  named  Clara  Catlin,  living  at  Wheathampstead, 
took  carbolic  acid  during  the  delirium  of  typhoid  fever, 
while  the  nurse  was  out  of  the  room,  and  died. 

Martha  Yann  (37),  wife  of  a  vanman,  of  Newfoundpoo!, 
near  Leicester,  had  been  ill  and  in  pain  for  some  time, 
wh;ch  made  her  depressed  and  induced  her  to  end  her 
sufferings  by  taking  carbolic  acid. 

Lectures  in  Manchester. 

A  preliminary  course  of  twenty  lectures  on  the  chemistry 
of  pharmaceutical  preparations  is  being  delivered  by  Dr. 
L.  Marchlewski,  of  the  Polytechnic  (Zurich),  at  the  Man- 
chester Municipal  Technical  School,  to  be  followed  by  a 
more  advanced  course  next  session,  intended  for  members  of 
the  medical  profession  and  for  chemists  and  druggists  and 
their  assistants.  The  lecturer  will  also  deal  with  the  consti- 
tution and  preparation  of  th9  chemical  products  most 
recenly  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

This  one  will  not  be  Eaten. 

Mr.  T.  Matthews,  chemist,  of  R)ss,  is  a  bird  fancier,  and 
vas  an  avia*y.    Regardless  of  this  fact  a  wild  partridge  flew 
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into  his  shop  last  week,  and  took  np  a  position  behind  the 
counter.  Mr.  Matthews  caught  it  and  the  paitridge  is  now 
making  it  self  at  home  in  the  aviary. 

The  P.  AT.  A. 

We  are  informed  that  among  the  firms  who  have  recently 
agreed  to  the  P.A.T.A  terms  aie  the  Junior  Army  and  Navy 
Sf>rep,  the  Prosser  Roberts  CompaDy,  and  the  Sussex  Co- 
operative Drug  Company. 


Drug  contract  Extras. 
At  Enniskillen  Court  of  Session,  on  November  5,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Dickson,  phaimaceutical  rhemist  of  that  town,  sued  the 
Guardians  of  Ecniskilhm  Union  for  34Z  0.?  2d,  for  medicines 
and  surgical  instintnents  supplif  d  on  the  oiderof  the  medical 
officer.  It  appeared  that  the  Guardians  had  contracted  with 
Mr.  Dickscn  for  the  supply  oE  various  articles  to  the  union, 
and,  besides  these  articles,  Dr.  Beatty,  who  was  the  medical 
officer,  ordered  some  ariicles  not  included  in  the  L.G  B.  list 
without  having  previously  received  the  consent  of  the 
Guardians.  It  was  contended,  in  defence,  that  the  Guar- 
dians were  not  legally  responsible  for  the  ordering  of  the 
articles.  For  the  plaintiff,  it  was  claimed  that  such  things 
had  been  paid  for  often  when  ordered  on  exactly  the  same 
terms  as  this.  His  Honour  Judge  Orr  reserved  his  decision 
till  next  Q aartcr  Sessions. 

Drugs  by  Auction. 

The  drugs  and  chemicals  faved  from  the  recent"  fare  at 
Messrs.  McMaster,  Hodgson  &  Co.'s  drag  establishment, 
Dublin,  were  sold  by  public  auction  on  Monday  last. 

Personal. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Whitaker,  son  of  Dr.  Whitaker,  L.A.H.,  Belfast, 
has  been  called  to  the  Irish  Bar  and  awarded  the  Brooke 
scholarship  of  bQl.  per  annum  to  continue  for  three  years. 

Fire  at  a  Chemist's  Shop. 

A  fire  occurred  on  the  evening  of  November  4  in  the  rear 
of  the  premises  of  Messrs.  T.  H  Edgar  &  Co.,  chemists  and 
druggists,  Newry.  It  began  with  some  straw  in  the  yard, 
and  the  place  was  soon  ablaze.  By  vigorous  efforts,  how- 
ever, the  fire  was  mastered  just  as  it  began  to  get  hold  of  the 
building,  and  no  very  serious  damage  was  done. 

"Truth"  on  the  Irish  Dispenser. 

The  Dublin  Eoening  Telegraph  is  surprised  that  Mr.  Labou- 
chere  should  accept,  on  the  ipse  dixit  of  the  Eoglish  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  the  statement  that  the  diploma  of  the  Irish 
Society  is  not  a  sufficient  test  of  a  druggist's  qualifications 
for  dispensing- work.  The  Irish  qualification  is  quite  as 
good  as  the  English,  but,  as  usual,  the  game  of  "  No  Irish 
need  apply"  is  being  worked.  Meanwhile.it  is  scandalous 
that  an  Irish  chemist  should  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  for 
carrying  on  business  in  England  which  he  can  legitimately 
practise  in  Ireland. 

Tbe  Dublin  Independent  remarks  that  "  Labby  has  been 
taken  in."  It  explains  the  two  Acts  of  Parliament  under 
which  chemists  are  qualified  in  the  two  countries,  and  states 
that  "tbe  great  bulk  of  those  registered  and  qualified  in 
England  are  '  chemists  and  draggists'  who  have  only  passed 
the  Minor  examination,  a  test  much  inferior  to  that  which 
pharmaceutical  chemists  in  this  country  are  subjected  to, 
and  only  about  one  in  ten,  or  even  Ijss  than  that  proportion, 
has  the  Major  qualification.    In  Ireland  no  man  is  permitted 


to  dispense  medicines  with  so  slight  a  qualifying  knowledge 
as  secures  the  English  '  Minor,'  or  '  chemists  and  druggists' ' 
qualification.  Truth,  then,  may  set  its  mind  at  rest  as  to 
the  '  internal  economy  '  of  an  Iiishman.and  look  to  that  of 
Sandy  and  John  Bull." 

The  Sale  of  Ether. 

At  Money moie  Petty  Sessions,  on  November  3,  Catherine 
Doherty,  Mabuoy,  was  summoned  by  the  police  for  selling 
ether  without  being  qualified.  The  magistrates  fined  the 
defendant  21.  10s.,  and  5s.  co-.t°,  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  one 
month,  one-third  of  the  fine  to  be  paid  to  the  prosecutor. 


marked  in  all  cases. 


Municipal  Matters. 

Mr.  Pochard  Clark,  of  Messrs.  Rsimes,  Clark  &  Co ,  whole- 
sale chemists,  Edinburgh,  took  the  ca»h  and  his  seat  last 
week  on  the  Edinburgh  Town  Council  as  the  unopposed 
representative  of  one  of  the  wards  of  the  city.  It  is 
rumoured  that  he  will  be  a  candidate  for  the  Lord  Provost- 
ship  of  the  city  next  November. 

Mr.  D.  J.  McKinnon,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  re-elected 
to  the  Dundee  Town  Council  last  week,  and  Mr.  William 
Doig,  another  chemist  of  the  town,  has  become  senior  Bailie. 

Mr.  John  H.  Nicholson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Maxwell- 
town,  Dumfries,  has  be=n  appointed  junior  Bailie  of  Maxwell- 
town,  an  office  for  which  he  was  proposed  on  account  of  bia 
"  intelligent  grasp  of  public  affairs  " 

New  Research  Laboratory  in  Edinburgh. 

On  Friday,  November  6,  the  new  Research  Laboratory  of 
tbe  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  in  ForrestR^ad,  Edinburgh, 
was  formally  opened  by  Mr.  Ba'ty  Tuke,  President  of  the 
College.  The  College  establhhed  a  laboratory  in  Lauriston 
Lane  eight  years  since,  bat  the  accommodation  proving 
inadequate,  the  Parochial  Board  offices  were  acquired  and 
have  been  fitted  for  bacteriological,  histological,  and 
chemical  and  experimental  physiological  and  pathological 
work.  In  the  purchase  of  the  building  and  fitting  up 
10,000Z.  has  been  expended.  Tr.e  laboratory  is  open  to  those 
who  desire  to  undertake  original  investigations  in  the 
medical  sciences,  on  their  giving  evidence  of  being  able  to 
undertake  such  work  with  a  good  prospect  of  success. 
While  the  examination  and  reporting  on  morbid  specimens 
was  instituted  primarily  for  the  Fellows  of  the  College,  in 
any  really  difficult  casi  assistance  is  given  to  any  medical 
man  who  may  apply.  The  first  director  of  the  laboratory 
was  Dr.  Sims  Woodhead.  and  he  had  not  long  started  it 
when  the  London  Colleges  asked  him  to  undertake  the 
direction  of  the  similar  laboratory  cn  the  Victoria  Ernbank- 
ment.  Dr.  Noel  Paton  succeeded  Dr.  Woodhead  in  the 
direction  of  the  Edinbu  gh  laboratories,  and  still  retains 
that  position.  In  the  course  of  bis  speech  to  the  assembled 
company,  Dr.  Batty  Tu'te  reviewed  tne  work  which  had  been 
dene  in  the  laboratories,  and  stated  that  lately  the  College 
bad  undertaken  the  preparaiion  of  antitoxin  serums.  After 
great  difficulties,  the  laboratory-staff  had  succeeded  in  pre- 
paring pure  anti  diphtheiitic  seram,  and  they  would  soon  be 
able  to  issue  it  to  practitioners,  although  for  a  time  the 
supply  would  be  limited. 

Glasgow  Parish  Medicines. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Glasgow  City  Parish 
Council,  held  on  Nov^n.ber  10,  the  Medical  Committee 
reported  that  the  followirg  four  offers  fcr  the  supply  of 
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medicines  to  the  dispensary  had  been  submitted  : — Messrs. 
Brown,  Brothers  &  Co.,  611.  17s  bhd.  ;  the  Ne  i  Apothecaries' 
Company,  62Z.  15s.  9d. ;  Messrs.'  W.  &  R  Httrick  &  Co., 
63Z.  4s.  6^  ;  and  Mr.  James  Taylor,  611.  2s  Ul  The  off  er 
of  Messrs.  Browr,  Brothers  &  Co ,  being  the  lowest,  was 
accepted.  The  Medical  Committee  alsj  reoc-rted  having 
made  the  following  purchases: — From  Messrs.  Brown, 
Brothers  &  Co ,  25  gallons  cod-liver  oil  at  SI.  10s.  per 
25  gallons  net,  and  160  lbs.  castor  oil,  E.l ,  at  3H.  per  lb. 
net;  and  from  Messrs.  W.  &  R.  Httrick  &  Cj.,  io  gallons 
clive  oil  at  4s  6d.  per  gallon  net.  Toe  Couieil  approved  of 
the  action  of  the  committee. 

Proposed  Testimonial  to  Dr.  David  Lees,  Glasgow. 

In  view  of  the  early  departure  from  Glasgow  of  D;.  David 
Lees,  late  of  the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy,  to  take  up 
medical  practice  in  Greenock,  some  of  his  past  students  are 
getting  up  a  subscription  for  a  testimonial  to  him.  In  a 
circular  addressed  by  the  committee  to  old  students,  it  is 
pointed  out  that  Dr.  Lee3  has  been  teaching  pharmacy  ia 
Glasgow  for  over  i  ixteen  years,  and  has  passed  upwards  of 
two  hundred  students.  Subscriptions,  cot  to  esceed5s.  each, 
will  be  received  up  till  Tuesday  next  by  Mr.  Georare  Robert- 
son, chemist,  Partick,  Treasurer,  cr  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Law, 
chemist,  Partick  ;  Mr.  Mango  Wallace,  chemist,  St.  George's 
Road;  Mr  John  Waddell,  and  Mr.  David  Steven,  8  Backiog- 
ham  Biildings,  Hillhead;  or  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Matthew 
Gray,  223  Byres  Road. 


f tench  Bern 

{From  our  Pari*  Correspondent.) 


The  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  opened  its  doors  last 
week  for  the  winter  session,  and  the  attendance  of  students 
seems  qiits  up  to  the  average.  Tin  interesting  "Guide 
Scolaire "  to  the  School  for  the  1893-97  session  by  the 
Secretary,  M.  B.  Madoule,  explains  in  detail  all  that  the 
aspiring  pharmacist  can  care  to  know  about  the  advantages 
of  this  college  The  programme  of  studies  for  the  winter 
session  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  of  la3t  year.  M. 
Riche  takes  mioeal  chemistry  again,  M.  Planchon  materia 
medica,  M.  Milne  Edwards  zoology,  M.  Moissan  toxicology, 
and  M.  Jangtleisch  organic  chemistry.  The  prizes  offered 
for  competition  amongst  the  students  are  numerous  and 
valuable. 

The  Theatre  op  Chem istky. — "  Les  Bienfaiteurs,"  a 
new  play  produced  last  week  at  the  Porte  Saint  Martin 
Theatre,  Paris,  with  Corruelin  in  the  leading  rule,  contains 
an  allusion  to  that  chemistry  of  the  future  which  M.  Berthe- 
lot  occasionally  paints  in  such  glowing  colours.  Tne  author 
has  not  been  tempted  to  go  very  deeply  into  this  fascinating 
theme  Hi  relates  how  a  M.  Landrecy  has  invented,  with 
the  aid  of  a  young  chemist,  an  accumulator  which  will 
give  the  working-classes  increased  salaries  and  all  sorts  of 
other  benefits.  A.  turn  in  the  wheel  of  fortune  seas  them 
patting  their  project  into  practice,  and  the  piece  goes  on  to 
prove  that  even  this  wonderful  accumulator  has  not  the 
power  to  galvanise  the  human  race  in  general,  and  the 
working- classes  in  particular,  into  beings  thinking  and 
acting  according  to  the  rules  which  philanthropists  lay  down 
for  them  at  so  much  trouble  and  expense. 

Acetylene. — Last  Saturday  a  committee  charged  with 
regulating  the  conditions  under  which  acetylene  is  to  be 
manufactured  in  France  met  at  the  Paris  Prefecture  of 
Police.  Amongst  the  members  of  the  committee  are  MM, 
Girard,  dtrec'or  of  the  municipal  chemical  laboratory,  Mois- 
san, Riche,  Vieille,  director  of  the  gunpowder  laboratory,  and 
0  gier,  director  of  tee  toxicological  laboratory.  The  chairman 
is  M.  Troost  It  was  explained  that  as  the  use  of  acetylene 
is  developing  regulations  are  necessary  for  its  manufacture 
and  use.  It  was  decided  that  buildings  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  acetylene  must  be  separate  from  all  haoitations. 
The  gas  can  be  manufactured  in  any  form,  and  can  be 
delivered  at  the  consumers'  residence  under  the  same  condi- 
tions as  gas.  As  regards  the  manufacture  and  use  of 
acetylene  by  private  individuals,  the  committee  point  out 
that  it  presents  certaia  dangers,  either  tnrough  want  of 
experience  on  the  part  of  the  manipulators,  or  becau-e  the 
carbide  of  calcium  used  is  imoure,  consequently  an  authorisa- 


tion frem  the  Prefecture  of  Police  will  be  necessary  before 
an/  such  private  apparatus  can  be  put  into  use,  and  the 
apparatus  will  be  examined  beforehand  by  membsfj  of  the 
Paas  Council  of  Hygiene.  Tne  "  purest  possible"  carbide  of 
calcium  is  to  be  the  quality  use  1  fo:  manufacturing  acetylene. 

Ths  Speciality  Question  in  France  remuns  dormant 
for  tibe  moment.  It  will  be  rem  embered  that  there  is  a  strong 
feeling,  principally  in  the  pro/inces,  in  favour  of  the  total 
supore ision  of  the  sale  of  specialise)  b/ phxroiaeijts.  The 
mtj  >rity  of  French  pharmacists,  however,  are  against  such  a 
ra  lictl  measure,  but  agree  that  prohibition  of  sale  at  discount 
is  necessary.  Tae  ditS  salty  t  >  be  overcome  is  thit  the  law 
in  Fraace  looks  upm  trade  combinations  for  mantaiuing 
artificial  prices  of  products  as  illega'.  M  Renault  professor 
at  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Liw,  has  advised  the  rruiufac  ur.-rs 
of  specialities  that  this  prohibits  an  arrangement  betvaea 
them  and  the  pharmacist,  while  another  legal  authority,  M. 
Belolaid,  considers  that,  by  a  simple  exchange  of  letters,  the 
pharmacist  might  engage  himself  to  sell  at  marked  prices 
only  and  undertake  to  pay  a  peialtyfor  each  infraction  of 
the  engagement  proved  against  tun,  the  manufacturer  other- 
wise declining  to  supply  his  goods.  Even  if  this  could  be 
carried  out,  which  is  some  what  problem  itical,  the  impedi  meat 
to  business  would  be  great,  a3  each  manafacturer  would  ha?e 
to  sell  direct  to  the  retail  pharmacists.  For  if,  as  has  been 
suggested,  the  manufacturers  shorld  combine  and  appoint  a 
general  agent  in  each  department,  the  co mblnation  to  present 
free  competition  would  be  manifest.  Another  difficult  7  is 
that  the  framers  of  the  various  anti-cutting  schemes  cannot 
make  up  their  minds  as  to  what  the  correc;  view  of  the  lav 
really  is.  M.  Caevret,  for  instance,  whose  scheme  his 
received  much  attention,  insists  that  the  legal  advisers  who 
have  been  consulted  are  wrong  in  applying  the  same  rales 
to  pharmaceutical  specialities  as  to  articles  such  as  food,  Scz 
Specialities,  he  insists,  are  medicines,  and  cannot  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  same  rules  as  other  merchandise.  In  this  view 
he  is  supported  by  leading  pharmacists  of  long  experience, 
amongst  whom  are  M.  Julliard.  Bat  M.  Crinon  has  an 
opposite  opinion.  He  contends  that  although  medicines  c  in 
only  be  sold  by  pharmacists,  they  are  merchmdise  none  fc  le 
less.  The  General  Association  of  French  Paarmacists  is 
still  negotiating  with  the  Syndicate  of  Manufacturers  oE 
specialities  in  hope  of  finding  a  solution. 

"Science  and  Moral "  is  the  title  of  anew  book  by  M. 
Berthelot,  published  last  week,  in  which  the  well-known 
chemist  tells  us  oace  again  what  we  may  expect  from  scieice 
in  the  near  future.  A  go>d  deal  of  th3  beok  will  not  be 
altogether  new  to  the  author's  admirers  In  a  somewhat 
lengthy  preface  he  explains  its  object,  and  it  might  be  aim  >st 
summarised  as  "  M.  Berthelot's  Articles  of  Scientific  Faith  " 
He  says  that  when  he  renders  that  tribute  to  Nature  which 
every  man  owes  her,  it  will  be  with  tranquillity  and  with  the 
feeling  that  he  believes  he  has  used  all  his  efforts  to  approa  ;h 
t  >wards  perfection,  at  least  as  much  as  is  possible  in  ham  in 
destiny.  This  is  a  testimony,  he  adds,  which  every  savait 
worthy  of  the  name  can  claim,  if  he  has  oatecrated  irs  lifi 
to  the  truth  and  endeavoured  to  ser?e  his  coantry.  "¥>: 
fifty  years,"  he  continues,  "  I  have  searched  for  a  knowledge 
of  things,  with  infinite  cariosity  and  sympathy.  Like  maay 
other  men  I  have  endeavoured  to  acquire  a  positive  notiem  of 
life  and  to  form  an  ideal  conception  of  it,  which  has  served 
me  as  a  guide  and  support  in  my  private  a3  well  as  in  m; 
public  existence.  Daring  the  first  part  of  my  career  I  lived 
in  my  solitary  laboratory  with  a  few  pupils,  who  were  m  r 
friends  and  who  were  animated  with  the  same  zeal  f o  • 
scientific  research.  Thus  I  carried  oat  the  work  of  synthesis 
which  has  transformed  modern  chemistry  and  industry. 
Although  attached  to  this  special  object,  I  have  never  failed 
to  interest  myself  in  those  problems  which  formed,  so  to 
speak,  round  that  science  which  ha3  been  the  point  of  my 
life "  The  second  part  of  the  book  may  be  termed  bio- 
graphical. Reference  is  made  to  the  Centenary  of  the  French 
Institute,  and  notices  are  also  given  on  Pasteur,  Claude 
Bernard,  Sea.  The  third  and  last  part  is  devoted  te- 
"  historical  and  philosophical  articles,  resuming  various 
special  results,  which  I  have  exp'ained  in  different  works 
relative  to  the  history  of  science  that  are  not  accessible  to 
the  general  public."  Reference  is  also  made  to  Arabian 
chemistry,  the  discovery  of  alcohol,  &c.  "  The  chinge3  that 
have  been  made,"  says  M.  Berthelot,  '■  daring  the  put  fifty 
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years  are  tha  rational  consequence  of  the  progress  of 
chemistry  and  science,  though  unforeseen  by  former  Ministers 
o£  State."  His  pet  theories  of  feeding  the  human  race  on 
principles  of  surpassing;  economy  by  the  aid  of  chemistry  are 
included,  as  well  as  ths  flying- machines  which  are  to  do 
away  with  armies,  frontiers,  &c  The  difficulty  with  M. 
Berthelot  is  that  when  he  talks  of  his  pet  theories  one  never 
knows  quite  bow  far  to  take  him  seriously.  "  Science,"  he 
says,  "  will  bring  about  the  blessed  time  of  equality  and 
fraternity  for  us  all  by  the  holy  law  of  work.  As  regards  us 
savants,  we  are  the  true  friends  of  1.he  people  because  we  are 
by  conviction  and  by  education  the  slaves  of  the  scientific 
law  which  is  changing  tbe  face  of  the  world.  Science 
dominates  everything,  and  it  alone  renders  definite  services." 


Gjseman  v.  British  Goods  in  Norway. — More  British 
goods  have  been  used  in  Norway  of  late  in  spite  of  the 
keeD  compe'ition  of  German  manufacturers,  who  usually 
employ  either  Norwegian  or  Norwegian-speaking  German 
travellers,  who  visit  buyers  continually,  and  perseveringly 
press  their  wares.  It  is  said  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep 
up  the  sale  of  goad  English  articles,  although  such  are  pre- 
ferred by  a  section  of  the  public,  because,  as  soon  as  such 
commodities  begin  to  sell  well  they  are  closely  imitated  in  a 
German  make  of  inferior  quality,  which  can  be  sold  cheaper 
ta  6he  detriment  of  the  KDglish  articles,  which  are,  without 
exception,  acknowledged  to  be  of  better  quality  than  the 
German  productions.  Probably  more  trade  might  be  done 
in  British  goods  without  following  German  methods  if 
British  manufacturers  would  give  more  time  and  trouble  in 
studying  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  trade  in  Norway 
through  the  mediam  of  Norwegian  travellers  employed  at 
and  by  the  establishments  in  England  which  they  represent — 
so  the  British  Consul  &\  Christiacia  says. 

Exportation  to  Roumania.— Tue  Roumanian  Director 
i»E  Custom •<  has  issued  an  order  (which  came  into  force  on 
October  13)  to  the  effect  ttiat  when  paying  the  Customs 
duties  on  certain  classfs  of  goods,  the  bill  of  lading  and  tha 
original  invoice  made  out  by  the  seller  or  agent  abroad,  along 
with  a  copy  of  that  invoice,  must  b3  submitted.  The  goods  to 
which  this  order  applies  iaclade  chemicals,  pharmaceutical 
atticles,  medical  and  surgical  instruments,  bandages  and 
perfumery  (Classes  240  to  247  of  the  tariff),  surgical  instru- 
ments (Class  5L0),  metallic  ores  (Class  531),  and  scientific 
instruments  (Class  575).  The  copies  of  the  invoices  referred 
to  need  only  contain  reference,  to  the  net  weight  and  the 
variety  of  goods  of  each  package ;  but  goods  under  Class  142 
o?  the  tariff — viz  ,  medicaments,  surgical  instruments,  band- 
ages, and  materials  for  churches  (including  incense),  monas- 
teries, arid  hospitals — as  well  as  goods  under  Classes  531 
and  559,  must  also  contain  a  statement  of  the  purchase- 
price  of  the  goods.  No  invoices  are  required  in  the  case  of 
postal  parcel*  when  such  are  passed  through  the  Customs  at 
a  frontier  station. 

Drug  growing  in  the  Nilgtris. — The  report  of  the 
Botanical  Department  of  the  Ootacamund  Government 
Gardens  for  1895-98  states  that  the  culture  of  ipecacuanha 
has  not  turned  out  such  a  success  as  anticipated.  Out  of 
2,49  plants  put  out  at  Nilam'our  in  1837,  only  149  were  alive 
last  Jane;  bat  they  were  in  a  heahhy  condition.  It  is 
thought  that  they  require  a  moister  climate  than  Nilambur, 
for  they  die  down  annually  during  the  dry  months  between 
January  and  May,  and  sprout  up  afresh  at  the  first  burst  of 
the  monsoon.  Mr.  Malcolm,  in  the  Vellara  MuUa  HilK  has 
discovered  that  light  shade  under  fig  trees  and  a  moist 
situation  are  more  suitable  for  the  plant  than  thick-forest 
shade.  Jalap  is  a  promising  drug,  of  which  500  ibs.,  from  a 
stock  of  1,200  lbs.,  have  been  supplied  to  the  medical  store- 
keeper, Bombay,  and  the  balance  is  to  be  divided  between 
the  Medical  Stores  of  Bombay  and  Madras,  as  application 
was  azain  made  for  tbe  drug  during  the  year.  A  large  order 
from  Calcutta  for  jalap  could  not  be  complied  with,  as  the 
present  crop  was  not  mature  enough  for  lifting  For  some 
years  past  the  whole  of  the  jalap  has  been  grown  in  the 
cinchona  plantations  at  Dodabetta  Unfortunately,  very  few 
private  planters  have  as  yet  made  experiments  with  this 
calture. 


Hustralasfan  IRem 


Intercolonial  Pharmaceutical  Reciprocity  —An- 
other suggestion  for  establishing  Inter- Australian  pharmaceu- 
tical reciprocity  has  lately  been  made  in  the  columns  of  the 
organ  of  the  Victorian  pharmaceutical  Society.  Afcer  point- 
ing out  that  the  real  obstacle  to  reciprocity  is  the  want  of  a 
common  intercolonial  examination,  the  journal  proceeds  to 
explain  that  equality  of  standard  of  questions  would  not 
be  sufficient.  There  must  also  be  equality  of  judgment 
upon  the  answers  of  the  stud-nts,  and  the  papers  should  be 
judged  by  a  common  tribunal,  else  what  was  aceeotad  or 
rejected  by  the  one  set  of  examiners  might  be  differently 
dealt  with  by  another.  The  only  practical  means  of  establish- 
ing intercolonial  reciprocity,  the  article  suggests,  is  an  agree- 
ment among  the  colonies  as  to  a  common  examination  paper 
and  examination.  Were  this  agreement  brought  about, 
reciprocity  would  practically  be  achieved.  It  is  therefore 
proposed  that  a  Board  of  Examiners  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  one  representative  of  each  of  the  Australasian  colonies  : 
that  a  common  examination  be  agreed  upon,  to  be  prepared 
by  a  committee  of  the  said  Board  ;  that  the  examination  be 
held  in  the  respective  colonies  at  the  same  time,  and  that  all 
the  pipers  be  valued  by  one  or  two  examiners  appointed  by 
the  Board.  It  is  thought  that  all  arrangements  for  giving 
effect  to  this  scheme  might  be  managed  by  correspondence. 
The  Car  mist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia  cordially  approves 
of  the  scheme. 

The  New  Zealand  Pharmacy  Bill.— The  Pharmacy 
Bill  now  before  the  New  Zealand  Parliament  provides  that 
in  place  of  the  present  Pharmacy  Board,  all  persons  regis- 
tered now  or  hereafter  as  pharmaceutical  cbemista  are  to  be 
a  bo-Jy  corporate  under  the  name  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  New  Zealand.  No  provision  is  maie  for  an 
annual  or  any  other  fee ;  nor  is  there  any  means  of  enforc- 
ing from  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  any  contribution 
towards  the  expense  of  the  administration  of  the  Act.  The 
only  income  will  be  from  the  registration-fees  and  fees  for 
conducting  examinations.  It  is  provided  that  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Society  shall  be  at  one  of  the  four  principal 
cities,  but  this,  instead  of  being  fixed  once  and  for  all  by  a 
vote  of  tha  registered  chemists,  "may  be  determined  from 
time  to  time."  Pharmaceutical  candidates  may  be  eligible 
for  e  cimination  when  they  have  attained  the  age  of  18  years. 
But  they  are  not  eligible  for  registration  until  they  are 
tweny-one.  It  is  made  an  offence  for  anyone  not  being  a 
registered  chemist  to  use  any  name,  title,  or  sign,  implying 
that  he  is  a  registered  chemist.  But  tr  ere  is  apparently 
nothing  ta  prevent  the  formation  of  li  nited  companies  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist.  Anyone  who  has  at  any 
time  before  January  1,  1897,  for  not  less  then  two  years, 
kept  open  shop  as  a  dispensing  chemist,  whether  in  New 
Zealaad  or  elsewhere,  will  be  entitled  to  registration  without 
examination  if  application  is  made  before  Decembar  31, 
1897.  Section  48  exempts  from  the  Act  medical  practi- 
tioners ;  veterinary  surgeons ;  wholesale  druggists ;  persons 
whose  basiness  before  January,  1896,  has  been  confined  to 
the  sale  of  homeopathic  medicines  ;  persons  wh)se  business 
is  confined  to  the  sale  of  herbal  or  botanical  medicines,  and 
who  use  the  name  or  title  of  herbalist;  native  school- 
teachers, who  sell  or  dispose  of  drugs  to  natives  by  authority 
of  the  Minister  of  Native  Affairs  ;  and  "  the  sale  of  patent  o 
proprietary  medicines  or  chemicals,  such  as  are  usually  solde 
by  grocers  or  storekeepe-s."  The  exemption  of  nativ 
school-teichers,  unless  there  is  something  in  tha  Education 
Act,  or  Public  Service  Acts,  which  will  prevent  his  carrying 
on  basine3s,  would  allow  such  a  man  to  call  himself  a 
chemist  and  druggis1;  and  to  keep  an  open  shop.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  the  interpretation  clause  of  the  Act  defines  drug 
or  drugs  as  mtaning  "any  medicine  or  compound  included 
in  the  Briti-h  Pharmacopoeia,"  and  the  clause  referring  to 
native  school  teachers  is  the  only  one  in  which  the  word 
occurs'.  The  exemption  of  the  sale  of  patent  or  proprietary 
medicines  or  chemicals  is  the  first  legal  recognition  of^  this 
branch  of  business.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  "drugs"  are 
not  included,  and  probably  the  definition  given  in  the  inter- 
pretation-clause will  confine  the  meaning  of  "  chemicals  to 
artie'es  not  included  in  the  B  P. 
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fpbarmaceuttcal  Society  of  3relant>. 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on 
November  4.  Present :  Mr  W  F.  Wells,  jun.  (President) 
in  the  chair;  Mr.  Downes  (Vice-President),  and  Messtv. 
Hayes,  Bixter  (Coleraine)  Grindley,  Ryan,  Kelly,  Beggs, 
Charles  Evans  and  Bernard. 

The  handsome  cabinet  of  materia  medica  specimens  ptr- 
sented  to  the  Society  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Son  &  Cx,  of  Livei- 
psol,  was  on  the  Council  table,  and  was  generally  admired. 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  M.P.,  and  the  Belfast 

APPRENTICES. 

The  President  read  the  following  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  Mr.  H.  O  Arnold-Forster,  M  P  ,  copies  of  which 
had  been  addrassed  by  that  gentleman  to  other  members  of 
the  Council. 

[Copy.] 

9  Evelyn  Garden?,  S.W. 

Otober9,  1896. 

Dear  Sir, — I  write  to  you  with  regard  to  a  matter  which  no  doubt  hai 
already  occupied  your  attention,  but  which  I  am  most  anxious  you  should 
reconsider. 

The  c.ise  about  which  I  wish  to  trouble  you  is  ihat  of  several  young  men 
in  Belfast,  who  were  recently  candidates  for  examination  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  When  I  refer  to  the  decision  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  i>.  Oleeland"  you  will  doubtless  reeal  the  whole  facts  of  the  case. 
Briefly  stated,  I  understand  it  to  be  as  follows  :— 

The  Society  has  undoubtedly  at  all  times  had  the  right  to  refuse  its 
certificates  to  candidates  who  have  served  their  apprenticeship  in  the 
employment  of  a  limited  company,  but  up  to  a  recent  date  the  Society  lias 
not  exercised  its  powers  in  this  respect,  and  candidates  subject  to  the  dis- 
qualification referred  to  had,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  received  certificates. 

In  1835,  however,  the  Cjuucil  of  the  Society,  being  of  opinion  that  the 
admission  of  candidates  who  had  bcm  in  the  service  of  limited  companie 
was  not  desirable,  determined  to  exercise  their  powers  and  refused  a  certifi- 
cate in  the  case  of  "  Oleeland,"  which  affected  others  who  were  ready  fo 
candidature,  and  also  apprentices  in  Belfast,  on  whose  behalf  I  now  write. 

It  appears  quite  clear  that  great  doubts  existed  in  the  minds  of  most 
persons  at  the  time  as  to  the  power  of  the  Society  to  refuse  the  certificates) 
an  1  the  fact  that  they  had  been  previously  granted  made  the  doubt  no' 
unreasonable.  The  case  was  brought  before  the  Courts  in  Dublin,  and  the 
Society,  most  naturally,  when  challenged  to  defend  its  rights,  did  so,  and 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  clear  judgment  in  its  favour  from  the  Queen's 
Bench.  The  right  of  the  Society  being  thus  established  beyond  doubt, 
there  remained  the  question  of  how  the  existing  apprentices  and  candidates, 
who  in  good  faith,  and  relying  on  the  past  practice  of  the  Society,  had 
devoted  years  to  their  apprenticeship,  were  to  be  dealt  with.  It  appears  to 
ine  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  Council  was  not  able  to  make  a  con- 
cession on  behalf  of  these  young  men,  and  I  now  write  most  respectfully  to 
urgj  that  the  adverse  decision  arrived  at  may,  even  at  this  late  hour,  be 
reconsidered.  Apart  from  the  great  hardship  which  is  entailed  upon  these 
young  men,  who  have  become,  as  it  were,  the  victims  of  a  test-case,  the 
opinion  of  the  Judge  seems  to  me  entitled  to  weight.  I  think  I  am  right  in 
s  .atiog  that  the  Court  expressed  precisely  the  same  hope  as  I  have  done — 
mmely,  that  the  Society  might  see  its  way  to  granting  certificates  to  these 
cmdidates  without  prejudice  to  the  maintenance  of  its  legal  right  in 
f  ature. 

I  have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  character  and  position  of  the 
gentlemen  on  whose  behalf  I  appeal,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  I 
have  ample  ieason  for  placing  their  case  before  you,  and  I  sincerely  trust 
that  the  Council  may  see  its  way  to  granting  the  favour  that  is  asked  for 
It  is,  of  course,  very  possible  that  circumstances  of  which  I  am  not  aware 
modify  the  facts  as  I  have  stated  them.  If  so,  you  will  correct  me  ;  but  I 
have  taken  pains  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  have  set  them  out  clearly  and 
fairly  as  I  understand  them. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)      H.  0.  Arnold-Forster. 
The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  President  read  a  reply  which  he  had  sent  to  Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  entering  into  all  the  facts  of  the  case, 
pointing  out  what  the  practice  of  the  Council  had  been  in 
reference  to  limited  company  apprenticeships,  and  showicg 
that  the  Council  could  not  now  legally  depart  from  the  rule 
established  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v. 
Oleeland.  To  that  he  (the  President)  had  received  the 
following  letter  from  Mr.  Arnold-Forster  :— 

9  EvelynGardens,  S.W., 

19th  October,  1896. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  really  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  :your  courtesy  in 
sending  me  your  further  and  very  full  reply  to  my  letter  respecting  the 


Belfast  apprentices.  Under  the  circumstances  I  do  not  tliink  1  am  justified 
in  troubling  you  any  further  about  the  matter.  If  it  be  impassible  for  the 
Society  to  give  any  relief  to  these  young  men  it  would  be  idle  lor  me  to 
press  them  to  do  so.  You  will,  1  am  sure,  readily  admit  that  1  have 
throughout  confined  myself  to  appealing  to  your  goodwill  in  the  matter,  and 
have  not  ventured  to  make  anything  in  the  nature  of  ;i  demand,  which 
neither  my  position  nor  the  circumstance- of  the  else  would  have  justified. 
I  can  only  hope  that  if.  at  a  future  time,  an  1  in  any  way.  the  Society  can 

come  to  the  relief  of  the<e  young  men,  you  will  bear  in  mind  the  i  om- 

in nidation  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  making  on  their  b!  half,  and  will  at 
least  give  their  case  the  most  favourable  consideration. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully. 
W.  F.  Wells,  Esq.,  (       H.  0.  Arn'Old-Fohstkr. 

20  Upper  Bagot  Street,  Dublin. 

Tie  President  siii  he  supposed  tha'  Hi  further  uc'ion 
c  n'd  now  b^  taken  by  tho  Council. 

Mr.  Be«naeo:  Wo -Id  it  not  be  well  to  formally  approve 
o)  you-  let'er  ? 

The  Vice-President :  That  is  what  I  think,  lb  is  the 
only  rep'y  we  can  give. 

The  President  :  Of  coarse  we  might  add  that  the  Council 
were  personally  anxious  to  have  helped  these  young  men  if 
they  could  have  done  so. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  I  don't  think  that  should  go  forward. 
These  young  men  acted  with  their  eyes  open.  There  were 
a  oumoer  of  cases  published  four  or  five  jears  ago,  which 
they  might  have  seen. 

The  President  :  There  were  several  ca:es  of  the  kind  in 
which  we  refused  certificates.  I  went  bick  through  the 
records  of  the  last  nine  or  ten  years,  and  could  not  find  a 
single  case  in  which  we  knowingly  received  a  certificate 
from  a  limited  company. 

Mr.  Baxter:  Is  there  any  danger  of  his  cringing  the 
matter  before  the  House  of  Commons,  with  a  view  to  having 
the  pharmacy  laws  altered  ? 

The  President  :  When  I  got  his  letter  I  thought  at  first 
that  that  was  what  he  was  at;  but  I  think  it  is  more  likely 
that  he  has  been  approached,  as  the  M.P.  for  Belfast,  by 
these  young  man. 

Mr.  Beggs  :  From  the  tone  of  his  latter,  I  think  he  is 
satisfied  that  the  Council  cannot  do  what  he  asks. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr  Bebnabd,  seconded  oy  the  Vice- 
President,  it  was  unanimously  resolved — 

That  the  Council  approve  of  and  adopt  the  reply  sent  by  the  President 
to  Mr.  Arnold-Forster's  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  apprentices  of  tho 
limited  liability  companies. 

The  Assistants'  Association. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Pharmaceutic \\  Chemists' 
and  Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Association  of  Ireland,  the  use 
of  the  Society's  Examination  hall  for  their  opecing  meeting 
and  lecture  on  November  6  was  granted. 

No  more  Schools  Wanted. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Royal  Academical  Institution, 
Belfast,  asking  the  Council  to  recogaise  their  schools  of 
chemistry,  botany,  and  materia  medic  i,  the  Registrar  was 
directed  toreoly  that  no  further  additions  to  the  number  of 
recognised  schools  could  be  made  at  present. 

DHUG- COS  TRACTS. 

The  President  moved  a  resolution  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  the  objections  to  drug- 
coatracts  being  allowed  by  that  body  to  ba  given  to  un- 
registered persons.  The  members  of  the  Council  would 
recollect  that  a  short  time  ago  they  took  action  in  a  case  in 
which  a  contract  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  a  poor-law 
union  was  given  to  a  woman,  who  was  an  unregistered 
person.  A  letter  was  written  on  the  subject  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  whose  reply  was  thai  they  had  inquired 
into  it,  and  the  matter  dropped  there  They  appeared  to 
be  perfectly  satisfied  about  it.  He  (the  President)  submitted 
that  a  further  letter  should  be  addressed  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  directing  their  attention  to  the  Pharmacy 
Acts.  The  object  of  those  Acts  was  to  protect  Her  Majesty's 
subjects,  and  he  failed  to  see  why  the  recipients  of  poor- 
law  relief  should  not  have  the  same  protection  as  the  rest  of 
the  community.  The  actioi  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  sanctioning  the  giving  of  those  contracts  to 
unregistered  persons  amounted  to  assisting  those  persons  to 
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break  the  law.  The  Acts  said  nothing  should  interfere  with 
persons  who  were  really  wholesale  dealers;  but  he  did  not 
see  how  a  woman,  having  a  country  grocer's  shop,  could  be 
regarded  as  a  wholesale  dealer.  Besides,  the  last  Act  said 
that  no  unqualified  person  should  sell  poisons.  The  Council 
tberefore  ought  to  approach  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
a  friendly  way,  and  erdeavoar  to  induce  them  not  to  allow 
poor-law  contracts  in  future  to  be  ghen  to  any  but  qualified 
persons. 

Mr.  Baxter  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  put  and 
earned  unanimously. 

Coca-leaves  and  the  Poisons  Schedule. 

Mr.  Evans  moved,  and  Mr.  Hayes  seconded,  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which,  after  a  short  discussion,  was  passed  :  — 

When  recommending  the  College  of  Physicians  to  place  cocaine  on  the 
Schedule  of  Toisocp,  the  alkaloid  cocaine  and  its  salts  are  alone 
intended  (when  sold  as  such),  and  does  not  include  any  preparation 
of  the  leaves  of  erythroxylon  coca. 

Examiners  Re-atpointed. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Tweedy  and  Mr.  Sparkhall  Brown,  B.A.,  were 
re-elected  to  conduct  the  Pielimkary  examination.  Mr.  John 
Smith,  M  P.S.I.,  was  re-elecfed  to  conduct  the  Botany  and 
Mateiia  Medica  examination  for  the  licence;  and  Mr.  T.  W. 
Fobirscr,  M.P.SI.  End  Dr.  D.  J.  McKinney,  L.P.S.I.,  were 
re-elected  to  conduct  the  registered  druggist  examirations 
in  Dublin  and  Belfast  respectively. 

PK$F-   New  Members. 

Mr.  Eobert  Jones,  Cavan,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Society,  and  Mr.  Henry  O'Connor,  Dublin,  was  nominated  for 
membership. 


I  OLD  Fatleigh  Izs  ceased  to  act  as  one  of  the  Secre- 
taiics  of  tie  Rojal  Society,  and  Prcfestor  Pucker  has  taken 
>  is  place.^. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Pobinson,  chemist,  195  Brompton  Road,  has 
been  elected  without  a  contest,  on  the  nomination  of  the 
Ccnservative  Asscciation,  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  London 
County  Corncil  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  C.  E. 
Beretford- Hope  as  the  representative  of  South  Kensington. 

f  bofissob  Mj>s  von  Fettes  kofeb,  the  eminent  scientist 
ftd  director  cf  the  jcientific  department  of  Liebig's  Extract 
of  Meat  Ccmraisy  (Limited),  has  consented,  at  the  personal 
request  cf  the  Prince  Regent  of  Bavara,  to  fill  the  chair  at 
the  Academy  of  Science  of  Bavaria,  and  to  act  as  Keeper  of  the 
State  Scientific  Collection  for  a  further  term  of  three  years. 
The  Prince  Regent  has  conferred  upon  him  the  title  of 
"  Excellency." 

It  is  proposed  to  recognise  Dr.  John  Attfield's  long  con 
nection  with  higher  pharmaceutical  education  by  presenting 
him  with  a  testimonial,  to  which  former  pupils  a1;  Blooms- 
bury  Square  and  students  of  Attfield's  "  Chemistry''  are  invited 
to  subscribe.  What  form  the  testimonial  will  take  has  jet 
to  be  determined,  bat  it  is  probible  that  it  will  include  an 
album  containing  the  names  of  Dr.  Attfield's  old  pupils  and 
others,  whether  they  subscribe  or  not.  A  committee  has 
been  formed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  A  C.  Abraham,  F  H. 
Alcock,  H.  R.  Arnold,  Horace  Davenport,  G.  C.  Druce,  T.  S. 
Dymond,  E.  J.  Bastes,  W.  Elborne,  E  H.  Farr,  Thomas 
Farries,  G.  B.  Francis,  W.  H.  Francis,  Frederick  J.  Hanburv, 
S.  Hardwick,  H.  A.  D.  Jowetfc,  William  Kirkby,  F.  H. 
Lescher,  W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  Francis  Ransom,  Charles  Umney, 
John  C.  Umney,  and  W.  Lloyd  Williams,  with  Mr.  John 
Moss,  39  Tressillian  Road,  St.  John's,  London,  SE.,  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  pro  tan.  Those  who  wish  their 
names  to  be  inserted  in  the  album  should  send  them  in  to 
Mr.  Moss,  who  will  also  receive  subscriptions  (which  should 
not  exceed  10s  ).  We  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  this 
unique  testimonial  will  be  a  record  one.  There  are  few  now 
connected  with  British  pharmacy  who  ha?a  not  felt  the 
influence  of  Dr.  Attfield's  work,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
testimonial  permits  everyone  to  contribute  at  least  his 
signature  as  a  mark  of  respect. 


Zhc  Winter  Seeeton, 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  e7ening  meetings  were  resumed  on  Tuesday,  when  an 
excellent  attendance  assembled  in  the  lertnre-theatre  at 
17  Bloomsbory  Square,  W.C.,  to  hear  Dr.  J.  Norman  Collie, 
the  new  Professor  of  Chemistry,  tell 

How  Argon  and  Helium  webs  Discovered. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills,  President  of  tin  Society,  introduced 
the  Professor,  aud  the  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  his  few 
sentences  were  received  was  a  foretaste  of  several  quite 
exceptional  demonstrations  which  greeted  the  lecturer 
throughout  the  evening. 

Dr.  Collie  said  that  he  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  argon  and  helium,  for  he  had  been  present  at  their  birth, 
had  seen  them  grow  up,  and  knew  all  that  was  known 
about  them    His  association  with  Professor  Ramsay  had 
placed  him  in  that  f  ortunate  position.    In  order  to  under- 
stand the  importance  of  the  discovery  it  d disable  to 
begin  at  the  beginning;  for  argon  was  obtained  from  the 
air,  and  for  generations  chemists  had  considered  that  they 
knew  all  about  the  air.    In  early  days  air  was  looked  upon 
as  an  elemental  substance,  or,  rather,  as  one  of  the  four 
elements — air,  earth,  tire,  and  water — which  in  conception 
were  more  in  the  nature  of  properties  of  substances  than 
substances  themselves.    About  two  hundred  years  ago  that 
idea  be^an  to  break  down,  and  it  was  noteworthy  that 
Englishmen  did  much  in  advancing  the  knowledge  of  air 
as  they  had  done  in  regard  to  the  most  important  advances  in 
chemistry.    Robert  Boyle  wa.3  the  first  to  combat  the  old 
idea  tha*  the  air  was  a  single  element,  and  in  a  published 
work  on  a  r  stated  that  it  was  composed  of  various  airs — 
"gas"  was  a  term  applied  much  later.     [A  portrait  of 
Robert  Bojle  was  exhibited  by  means  of  th«  oxyhydrogen 
lantern,  and  there  followed  portraits  of  old- time  chemists 
named,  while  throughout  the  lecture  the  lantern  was  employed 
freely  to  illustrate  the  apparatus,  used  in  Ramsay's  investi- 
gation]   The  next  one  to  take  up  the  matter  was  John 
Mayow,  who,  towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
published  a  work  in  which  he  said  there  was  more  than  orje 
substance  in  the  air,  and  that  one  of  the  substances  was 
"  firey  air,"  in  which  we  must  now  recognise  oxygen  That 
fact  was  overlooked  for  nearly  a  century.    The  next  investi- 
gator was  Stephen  Hales,  a  clergyman  and  not  a  chemist, 
who,  in  a  work  [173B]  giving  an  account  of  some  statical 
experimeats  on  the  sap  in  vegetables,  recorded  the  results  of 
a  large  number  of  experiments  on  heating  substances,  in- 
cluding air,  in  closed  vessels  ;  and  he  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  more    substances  than  one  are   in  the  air. 
Following  Hales  wa9  Joseph  Black,  who  lived  in  Edinburgh 
[previously  in  Glasgow],  and  studied  the  absorption  of 
air  by  caustic  soda  and  quicklime,  proving  that  the 
atmosphere  con'ains  carbonic  acid,  or  "fixed  air,"  as  be 
called  it.    Another    Scotchman,    Rutherford,  discovered 
mephitic  air,  or  nitrogen,  and  showed  that  it  differed  from 
Black's  fixed  air,  and  neither  supported  combustion  nor  life. 
Then  came  the  great  Priestley,  who  obtained  dephlogisticated 
air,  or  oxygen.    That  brings  us  up  to  the  end  ot  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  the  master-mind,  Lavoisier,  the 
great  French  chemist,  gathered  up  all  these  facts,  and  built 
upon  them  a  new  theory  of  chemistry,  and,  by  putting  the 
facts  together,  showed  the  composition  of  air,  and  what 
results  when  combustion  takes  place  in  it.    At  that  time 
Cavendish,  by  far  the  most  accurate  worker  of  them  all, 
had  been  making  his  remarkable  experiments  on  the  com- 
position of  water.     As  will   be  shown  later  on,  he  had 
undoubtedly  obtained  the  gas  argon.    From  this  historic 
sketch  it  will  be  seen  that  as  much  was  kn  >wn  about  the  che- 
mistry of  air  then  as  two  years  ago  when  Rayleigh  and  Ramsay 
isolated  argon,  and  the  reason  was  that  the  constituents 
were  determined  by  absorption,  the  residue  unabaorbed 
being  considered  to  be  pure  nitrogen.    The  belief  might 
have  continued  had  net   Lord   Rayleigh    in  1886  com- 
menced a  series  of  accurate  weighines  of  gases,  and  had  cone 
oxygen  and  hydrogen  when  in  1£92  he  attacked  nitrogen. 
Then  he  observed  that  the  nitrogen  obtained  from  the  atmo- 
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sphere  was  always  heavier  than  that  made  from  chemicals. 
Tne  figures  were: — 

Prepared  from  nitrous  oxide . .       ..       ..       ..  2*3  Wt 

„         ,.     nitric  oxide   2  2990 

,         .,     ammonium  nitrate  ..       ..       ..  2  2983 

.,     air    2-3103 

He  was  sure  that  this  difference  was  not  the  result,  of  inac- 
curate working,  so  he  handed  over  the  matter  to  Professor 
Ramsay,  who  commenced  a  long  research  upon  in  The 
principle  of  the  experiments  was  simple — viz.,  to  absoib  from 
a  measured  volume  ot  air  the  carbonio  acid,  oxygen,  and 
impurities  by  known  methods  ;  then  to  pass  the  nirogenous 
residue  repeatedly  ovir  red-hot  magnesium ;  aDd  finally,  lo 
place  the  residual  gas  in  a  flisk  containing  caustic  sola  solu- 
tion, and  to  spa^k  the  gas  by  electrodes  connected  with  a 
powerful  electric  battery.  By  this  means  tho  whole  of  the 
residual  nitrogen  was  fixed  by  the  soda  solu  ior,  ana  tte  gas 
remaining  could  then  be  examined  spectroscopically. 
Diagrams  of  the  apparatus  used  weie  thrown  upon  the 
screen,  and  they  exhibited  so  much  complicity  uf  anange- 
ment  to  exclude  error  and  ensure  success  that  ea;h  ore  was 
received  with  increaiingacclamation. 

Continuing,  the  lecturer  said  that  after  argon  was  thus 
obtained,  they  would  cot  have  detected  it  had  tuey  n<  t,  been 
able  to  use  the  electric  discbarge  by  which  they  could  light 
up  gases.    To  show  what  that  meant  he  exhioited  several 
brilliant  electric  experiments,  first  showing  the  phosphor- 
escent roseate  to  yellow  glow  in  a  disk  containing  ime  ; 
then  placing  a  flask  in  a  basin  of  water  he  showtd  that  the 
bluth-like  glow  of  the  electric  discbarge  was  covered  by  a 
lovely  electric  blue  when  some  solution  of  quioine  sulphate 
was  poured  in'o  the  water.   The  roseate  hue  of  the  dinharge 
inside  the  flask  and  the  complete  coating  of  blue  1'gbt  out- 
side weie  almost  too  much  for  the  onlookers ;  bat  the  climax 
of  their  enthusiasm  was  reserved  for  the  tbild  experiment,  in 
which  a  3-foot  length  of  2  inch  tubing  was  used,    This  was 
connected  with  a  bat'eryand  with  an  exhaust- pump.   As  the 
Professor  worked  the  pump  the  initial  pale  glow  which  filled 
the  tube  brightened  until  the  whole»  contents  moved  in  violent 
waves  with  striking  flashes,  and  when  the  tube  interior  bfcarne 
exceedingly  lare  the  light  was  a  uniformly  pale  violet  tint,  In 
succession,  the  lecturer  showed  smaller  tubes  of  air,  hjdrogen, 
carbonic  acid,  and  argon,  shoeing  that  the  last  gives  two 
kinds  of  light — purple  and  blue,  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  curient.    The  argon  tube  shown  was  the  historic  one 
which  was  used  by  Crookes,  and  has  been  exhibited  at 
most  of  the  notable  lectures  on  the  subject.     The  conlents 
are  argon  in  an  exceptionally  pure  state,  owing  to  its  long 
life,  the  impurities  having  been  absorbed  by  the  electrodes. 
Eiamination  of  the  a'gon  light  by  the  spectrum  showed  it 
to  be  a  separate  substance,  and  weighings  of  the  gas  have 
proved  it  to  be  about  twenty  times  heavier  than  hydr<gen. 
The  discovery  of  helium  was  next  spoken  about.    It  was  a 
direct  result  of  the  argon  discovery,  and  arose  in  this  way. 
Professor  Ramsay  heaid  of  Hildebracdt,  of  Baltimore,  having 
obtained  nitrogen  from  the  mineral  cleveite;  so  he  went 
out  one  day  to  get  some  cleveite,  as  he  was  to  speak  about 
his  discovery  to  the  Fiench  Academy  a  few  days  la'er.  On 
the  Friday  afternoon  when  he  isolated  ihi  gas,  hi  and  Dr. 
Collie  we  e  examinirg  its  electric  giow  wLh  the  spectro- 
scope. Dr.  Collie  saw  a  brilliant  jellow  line  in  the  spectium, 
and  said  to  the  Professor,  "  There's  sodium  here  ;  the  tube 
must  be  dirty."  "  No,"  was  Professor  Rimsay's  reply.  They 
tried  again,  stil  getting  the  bright-yellow  band;  so  that 
night  Professor  Rameay  took  the  tube  to  Mr.  Crookes,  and 
next  morning  he  was  able  to  telegraph  to  Baithelot  in  Paris 
that  he  had  discovered  helium,  which  Franklind  and 
Lockyer  had  found  in  the  spectrum  of  the  solar  corona  in 
the  sixties.    Dr.  Callie  then  sparked  a  tube  of  helium  before 
the  audience,  and  proceeded  to  show  that  Cavendish  did 
discover  argon  during  his  researches  on  air,  and  with  very 
simple  apparatus— viz.,  two  wineglasses  and  a  /\  tube  (as  in 
the  illustration).    This  tube  was  filled  with  air  residues  and 
placed  in  the  glasses,  which  contained  mercury.    The  air 
was  sparked  for  two  months  (fre3h  supplies  being  introduce  1 
by  a  pipette),  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  Cavendish 
found  that  he  had  a  residuum  of  gis  amounting  to 
i|5th  part  of  the  atmosphere,  which  he  regarded  s<  an  im- 
purity of  nitrogen,  bat  had  no  means  of  proving  that  ii  was 
not  nitrogen.    It  was  argon,  undoubtedly,  and  in  spite  of 


the  simplicity  of  his  apparatus,  Cavendish  was  practically 
correct  in  his  quantities.  Dr.  Collie  then  spoke  of  Olsewski's 
experiments  in  endeavouring  tu  liquefy  helinm  :  but  it  has 
proved  lefractory  to  a  temperature  of  —276°  C.  and  great 


pressure.  He  also  stated  that  helium  is  the  ideal  gas  for 
physicists,  as  it  is  monatomic,  diffuses  more  japidly  than  in 
has  any  right  to,  and  has  greater  electric  conductivity  than 
any  other  gas— a  fact  which  he  showed  by  means  ot  tubes 
of  hydrogen  and  helium. 

The  President  formally  thanked  Dr  Collie,  who,  in 
replying,  said  that  he  felt  he  bad  been  masquerading  ia 
borrowed  plumes,  a9  he  had  got  the  apparatus  for  the  most 
interesting  experiments  frojn  Professor  Ramsay  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  of  King's  College.  He  was  not  surpiised  that  the 
cjmpanyhad  been  pleased  with  the  experiments ;  some  of 
them  he  had  himselt  seen  that  tight  lor  the  first  time,  and 
he  was  delighted  with  them. 

The  Pbebident  promised  the  members  something  good 
for  the  meeting  on  December  8. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

There  is  no  fuss  when  a  new  sess'on  of  the  Chemical 
Society  commerces.  The  President  came  in  about  a  minute 
late  at  the  first  meeting  on  Thursdiy  of  last  week,  which  is 
an  exceptional  thirg  lor  him,  stepped  up  to  his  chair,  and 
said,  '  The  Secretary  will  now  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting,"  as  if  that  had  been  a  fortnight  before.  Then 
when  Professor  Danstan  had  got  through  the  minutes  and 
long  list  of  papers  published  during  the  recess,  several  new 
Fellows  shook  hands  with  the  President,  and  Professor 
Thomson  read  a  big  pile  of  applications.  Tbe  agenda 
contained  the  titles  of  tweaty-foar  papers,  and  the  first  of 
these,  on  the  composition  of 

Nitrogen  Iodide, 

bad  priority.  Dr.  Chattaway,  of  St.  Bartho'omew's 
Hospital,  was  the  author,  and  he  oc;npied  exactly  forty-five 
minutes  in  giving  a  lurid  account  of  the  history  and  investi- 
gation of  that  i-trange  compound,  which  nigh  every  student 
of  chemistry  tries  to  make  and  some  have  regretted  that 
they  succeeded.  Since  the  iodide  was  first  made  many  of 
the  master-minds  of  chemistry  have  tried  to  ascertain  its 
constitution,  so  that  there  are  more  than  half-a-doz3n  for- 
mulae for  it.  Gladstone  believed  it  to  be  NHf.,,  and  therefore 
a  derivative  of  NH3;  but  many  disagree  with  him,  hence 
Dr.  Chattaway's  present  research.  He  explained  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  to  be  met  in  the  course  of  it.  The 
compound  cannot  be  dried  ;  it  decomposes  in  sunlight,  and 
explodes  more  easily  and  violently  than  anything  else.  Con- 
sequently it  cannot  be  weighed,  and  has  to  be  manipulated 
in  the  dark.  Dr.  Chattaway  wished  to  make  quantitative 
experiments,  yet  col  weighing  the  amount  of  the  stuff  he 
started  with,  and  succeeded  very  well.  His  plan  was  to 
make  the  substance  in  a  dark-room,  wash  it  thoroughly, 
then  add  an  excess  of  sodium  hyposulphite,  whereby 
ammonia  was  set  free  and  iodine  absorbed  by  the  hypo.  It 
was  easy  to  estimate  both,  and  the  results  of  dozens  of 
experiments  were  that  tbey  always  came  cut  in  the  same 
ratio — one  NH3  to  two  I.    After  discussing  maDy  points 
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bearing  upon  it,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  formula 
of  the  substance  is  really  NH3T.,,  and  that  it  is  not  a 
derivative  of  ammonia.  It  has  been  said  that  colourless 
tincture  of  iodine  contains  nitrogen  iodide.  That,  by  Dr. 
Chattaway's  showing,  is  impossible,  bacause  it  decomposes  so 
quickly    Here  are  two  of  his  equations: — 

2NH.T,  +  H20  =  NHJ  +  NHJO  +  Ia. 
NHJ,  +  NH,H0  =  KHJ  +  NH.IO. 

Dr.  Gladstone  humorously  remarked  that  if  ammoriiam 
hypoiodide  (NH,IO)  had  existed  in  his  day  he  might  have 
arrived  at  the  same  explanation.  Before  the  next  paper  was 
taken,  Dr.  Armstrong  protested  against  so  much  of  the 
Society's  time  being  taken  up  by  individual  authors,  and  sug- 
gested that  fifteen  minutes  should  be  the  limit.  The  hearty 
acclamation  which  greeted  this  protest  showed  how  sympathy 
went,  and  Mr.  Ckoss  (Cross  and  Bevan)  honoured  it  by 
keeping  within  the  time  when  he  made  a  further  communi- 
cation regarding  the 

Carbohydrates  of  Cereal  Straws. 

We  must  content  ourselves  by  saying,  in  regard  to  this 
paper,  that  Mr.  Cross  showed  that  as  the  cereals  grow  there 
is  a  gradual  change  of  the  carbohyrates  of  the  plants  from 
soluble  hexose  to  insoluble  pentose.  The  results  have  a 
direct  bearing  upon  plant  physiology,  and  we  advise  those 
interested  to  look  out  for  the  published  paper. 

Dr.  Bone,  the  clever  young  chemist  of  the  Battersea 
Polytechnic,  next  had  the  attention  of  the  meeting.  His 
firot  paper  was  on  the 

Direct  Union  of  Carbon  and  Hydrogen. 

He  has  worked  on  this  before,  by  heating  the  carbon  in 
porcelain  tubes  (properly  protected),  through  which  a  stream 
of  hjdrogen  was  passed,  the  temperature  being  that  of  a 
Fletcher's  combustion  furnace,  and  he  found  that  certain 
proportions  of  acetylene  (C.,H„)  and  marsh-gas  (OH,)  were 
always  formed.  Now  he  has  tried  the  same  thing  at  the 
temperature  of  the  electric  arc,  and  rinds  that  at  a  certain 
jjoint  in  time  chemical  equilibrium  is  established,  the  pro- 
ducts formed  being  in  definite  proportions,  where  they 
remain  no  matter  how  lorjg  the  reaction  is  continued.  Here 
are  the  records  of  the  first  four  periods  of  fifteen  minutes : — 


i. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

HON 

..  01 

0-2 

0'1 

0-2 

O.H.. 

..  2-1 

5-0 

6-4 

8-1 

,.  1-0 

1-6 

2-4 

2-7 

These  are  percentages,  and  the  proportions  of  IV.  repre- 
fent  the  equilibrium.  A  small  proportion  of  nitrogen 
always  appears  in  the  gases,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  some 
hydrocyanic  acid  is  formed.  The  nitrogen  is  an  impurity  and 
cannot  be  excluded.  The  reason  why  no  more  acetylene  and 
methane  is  formed  is  that  above  the  percentages  ot  IV.  they 
are  decomposed.  Replying  to  Dr.  Kipping,  the  author 
said  that  a  little  naphthalene  could  be  detected  in  the  gases, 
but  no  benzine.  Following  this,  Dr.  Bone  communicated  a 
paper  on  the 

Explosion  of  Acetylene  in  Oxygen. 

H3  said  that  mixtures  of  acetylene  with  20  to  25  per  cent, 
of  oxygen  are  exceedingly  explosive,  and  so  dangerous  that 
he  had  several  narrow  shaves  (that  was  how  he  put  it) 
during  the  investigation.  He  warned  chemists  to  be  exceed- 
ingly careful  in  working  with  acetylene,  as  it  is  difficult  to  fore- 
tell what  may  happen.  The  exploded  mixtures  were  found  to 
consist  of  54  to  31  per  cent,  of  hjdrogen,  43  to  67  per  cent, 
of  carbon  monoxide,  and  the  rest  of  nitrogen,  carbon  dioxide, 
and  acetylene. 

The  remainder  of  the  papers  were  taken  as  read,  but  some  of 
them  will  come  up  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  next  week. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

Liverpool  Section. 

The  first  meeting  for  the  present  session  was  held  at 
University  College  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  the  Chair- 
man, Dr.  Charles  A.  Kohn,  gave  the  opening  address  on  the 
"  Synthesis  of  Physiologicaily  Active  Organic  Compounds.  ' 


Dr.  Kohn  reviewed  the  history  of  the  manufacture  of 
synthetically-prepared  drugs,  such  as  antipyrio,  antifebrin, 
phenacetin,  sulphonal,  and  similar  products,  and  referred  to 
the  position  the  manufacture  of  these  products  takes  as  an 
important  branch  of  chemical  industry.  From  returns  sup- 
plied from  the  chief  hospitals  in  the  country  he  estimated 
the  annual  value  of  the  products  used  in  the  hospitals  at 
2.300Z ,  whilst  in  the  Liverpool  district  alone  the  quantities 
sold  outside  the  hospitals  amount  to  a  value  of  5.C00Z. 
yearly.  The  total  annual  consumption  in  the  country  Dr. 
Kobn  estimated  at  not  less  than  25Q.C03Z.  Dealing  with  the 
fact  that  these  products  are  practically  all  "  made  in 
Germany,"  he  regarded  this  as  due,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the 
Government  not  offering  facilities  for  the  use  of  duty-free 
alcohol  for  chemical  iadus  ries,  and  also  to  the  lack  of 
appreciation  of  organic  chemistry  in  the  chemical  works  of 
this  country. 


Manchester  Section. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel,  Manchester,  on  November  6,  when  the  Chairman 
(Mr.  Geo.  E.  Davis,  F  I.C.)  delivered  an  opening  address. 
Speaking  of  the  present  condition  of  the  chemical  trade,  he 
sard  it  was  harass  ;d  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  provisional 
orders,     nuisance    inspectors,    factory    inspectors,  river 
inspectors,    medic  il    officers    of    health,    &c.     It  was 
not    so    much    fne    inspectors  who  had  harassed  the 
trade    as    busyboiies — people    outside    the    trade — and 
persons  who  had  grievances  and   prejudices,  and  some 
who  had  caused  legal  action  to  be  taken  out  of  spite.  He 
had  had  considerable  experience  of  the  trade,  and  could  say 
that  the  men  engi^ed  in  chemical  manufactories  were  as 
healthy  and  of  as  fine  physique  as  any  other  class  of  men. 
He  was  in  favour  of  the  inspection  of  chemical -works  being 
entrusted  to  a  Government  department  rather  than  to  local 
authorities,  whose  interference  hitherto  had  been  of  a  petti- 
fogging and  irritating  character.    The  way  in  which  the 
smoke  nuisance  had  beeD  dealt  with  by  local  authorities  did 
not  inspire  much  confidence  as  to  their  fitness  for  the 
exercise  of  larger  powers.    In  Manchester  and  Salford,  for 
instance,    the    manufacturers    had    been  systematically 
harassed,  and  in  some  cases  driven  out  of  the  place,  and  yet 
the  atmosphere  seemed  not  one  whit  better  than  it  was  before 
all  the  numerous  prosecutions  took   place.     Failing  the 
placing  of  the  work  of  inspection  and  power  to  prosecute 
under  a  central  authority,  he  suggested  the  appointment  of 
a   high   technical   authority,  to   whom   all  the  reports 
of  the  inspectors  should  be  submitted,  so  that  inquiries 
might    be     made     and     each    case    dealt     with  on 
its    merits,    instead  oC   as    at    present    by  men  who 
often    had    no    technical    knowledge    of    the  subject. 
The  great  fall  in  prices  in  the  chemical  trade  was  shown  in 
tabulated  form.    The  records  given  covered  a  number  of 
years  past,  both  before  and  since  the  formation  of  the  Alkali 
Union     Present  prices,  including  those  of  caustic  soda,  salt- 
cake,  bleach,  &c,  showed  that  the  trade  was  in  a  very  bad 
way,  similar  to  the  condition  in  1890,  when  many  of  the 
leading  chemical  manufacturers  amalgamated  their  works 
and  formed  a  huge  confederation.  Wages  had  declined.  St. 
Helens  had  almost  become  a  barren  wilderness.  Those  using 
the  Weld  on  process  could  cot  make  both  ends  meet  in  conse- 
quence of  the  enormous  loss  on  salt-cake.    He  thought  it 
tolly  to  go  on  producing  it  in  the  old  quantities.  The  change 
from  Weldon  to  the  Deacon-Basesclever  process  had  been 
rapidly  affected  in  many  of  the  large  works.    He  did  not 
think  that  any  serious  competition  had  to  be  feared  from 
Germany.    It  was  the  low  rate  of  wages  that  enabled 
Germany  to  compete  with  us  to  the  extent  she  did  at  present, 
but  the  day  was  approaching  when  she  would  have  to  pay  a 
more  reasonable  price  for  labour ;   her  production  would 
then  fall  more  into  line  with  our  own.    Under  certain  con- 
ditions, we  had  mors  to  fear  from  the  competition  of  the 
United  States.    For  a  market  for  out  heavy  chemicals  we 
wcie  at  present  largely  dependent  on  America.    The  United 
States,  however,  were  possessed  of  all  the  raw  materials 
necessary  in  the  chemical  trade,  such  as  coal,  oil,  and 
natural  gas.    America  was  already  turning  her  hand  to 
chemicals,  with  the  result  that  seriously  affected  English 
prices. 
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At  the  meeting  held  on  November  5,  Mr.  Charles  Morley 
(President)  in  the  chair,  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  T.  Morley 
Taylor,  entitled 

Biological  Science— Some  Factors  in  its  History. 

The  paper  was  an  historical  sketch  of  the  theories  of  life 
up  to  tbe  time  of  Darwin.  The  first  authority  quoted  was 
Anaximander,  500  b  c,  who  held  that  all  the  original  types 
of  plants  and  animals  rose  spontaneously  from  the  sea- water. 
Empedocles  and  Democritns  added  some  theories,  but  the 
foundation  of  natural  history  on  practical  observation  was 
due  to  Aristotle  (381-322)  who  undertook  the  immense  work 
of  classifying  and  desciioing  all  the  plants  and  animals  he 
could  obtain.  He  conceived  a  dii ect  siDgle  chain  of  evolu- 
tion from  the  marine  polyps  toman.  He  considered  tl  at  the 
cause  of  progressive  development  was  an  inexplicable  per- 
fecting principle  in  Nature.  The  Alexandrian  school  of  the 
Ptolemies  cime  next,  in  which  the  study  of  human  atjatomy 
made  some  progress  and  scientific  pursuits  were  continued  by 
the  Arabian  philosopher*  and  phjsicians  up  to  the  end  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  iTor  300  years  little  was  done,  but  in  the 
sixteenth  century  Cesalpin  studied  the  life  history  of  the  plant. 
Plants.he  says,  have  a  soul,  but  the  soul  can  only  nouri.-h  and 
reproduce  its  kind.  Sensation  and  motion  are  both  absent 
in  plants ;  therefore  the  soul  of  a  plant  is  not  so  strong  as 
that  of  an  animal,  the  structure  is  simpler,  and  the  physio- 
logical processes  less  complex.  A  perfect  plant  has  two 
part? — a  root  to  give  nourishment,  aid  a  stem  to  bear  fruit. 

The  idea  of  sex  in  plants  had  been  started  by  the  Greeks, 
and  instances  mentioned  by  Pliny,  and  the  writers  imme- 
diately preceding  Cesalpin  found  it  a  convenient  idea  in 
their  descriptions,  although  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
functions  of  stamen  cr  pistil. 

Cesalpin  repudiated  it  altogether.  He  considered  the 
cuter  parts  of  the  fruit  were  an  ex'ensitnof  the  epidermis 
and  cortical  portions  of  the  stem,  and  that  tbe  seed  sprang 
from  the  pith,  which  was  the  seat  of  plant  life  as  the  heart 
was  of  animal  life. 

This  question  was  not  cleared  up  for  250  years. 

Fabricius,  Professor  of  Anatomy  at  Padua,  and  teacher  of 
the  illustrious  Harvey,  wrote  on  the  strnctures  of  tbe  eye, 
ear,  throat,  intestine.*,  and  devdopmei  t  of  many  different 
animals,  and  discovered  the  valves  in  the  veins  wbich  gave 
the  first  cine  to  his  pupil  to  the  circulatron  oi  ihe  blood. 

Aristotle  had  found  that  the  heart  pumped  blood  to  all 
parts,  but  failed  to  find  out  the  circulation.  The  Alexandrian 
school  taught  that  arteries  were  empty  or  i  nly  contained 
air.  Later,  Galen  found  arteries  contained  tlooi  as  well. 
Servetus,a  Spanish  physician, discovered  the  pu  mocary  circu- 
lation, which  discovery,  with  that  of  the  venous  pouches,  set 
Harvey  to  work. 

By  observing  and  experimenting  on  the  vascular  systems 
of  mammal,  reptile,  amphibian,  fish,  mollusc,  cruttacean, 
insect  and  the  foetus,  he  at  last  found  it,  but,  in  the  absence 
of  good  magnifying  power,  could  not  find  the  systemic 
capillaries. 

Harvey  also  is  celebrated  as  the  discoverer  of  egg  develop- 
ment. "  Omce  vivum  ovo  "  is  the  axiom  he  hat  ded  down  to 
posterity. 

The  teachirg  of  Bacon,  Descartes,  Leibnitz,  and  Spinoza, 
and  the  studies  of  BuflPon,  Lamarck,  L'nnreas  and  Cuvier, 
were  also  touched  upon  to  show  how  the  idea  of  mutability 
of  species  was  occasionally  half  caught.  Following  this  the 
author  traced  the  development  of  the  cell  theory. 

Carl  Wolff,  born  at  Berlin,  1733,  was  the  first  to  investigate 
cell- structure  after  Malpighiand  Grew.  His  observations  led 
him  to  found  the  following  theory  :  — 

That  young  parts  of  plants  c  insisted  of  a  gelatinous 
mass  impregnated  with  sap,  and  as  thi  drops  of  sip  became 
larger  and  larger  they  gradually  made  the  mass  swell  up, 
leaving  only  thin  layers  of  the  gelatinous  substance  to  become 
what  we  know  as  cell-wall1.  Thesa  cells  he  called  pores. 
Vessels  were  produced  by  tbe  elongation  of  a  drop  of  sap, 
and  plants  grew  by  the  expansion  of  ex  sting  cells  and  the 
formation  of  cells  between  them  The  next  idea  was  that 
cells  develop  from  germs  contained  in  the  cell  contents, 
an  i<?ea  which  by  some  was  held  a«  Jate  as  1840. 

The  great  improvement  in  microscope  led  Sih^ann  in 
1839  to  propose  that  animils,  a?  well  as  plants,  were  r-ggrega- 


tions  of  cells,  and  from  this,  firstly,  that  all  organisms  are 
either  cells  or  aggregations  of  cells ;  secondly,  that  all  begin 
their  existence  as  a  cell ;  thirdly,  that  the  life  of  a  compound 
organism  equals  the  sum  of  the  activities  of  its  constituent 
cells;  fourthly,  that  the  individual  cell  is  the  seat  of  all 
vital  processes.  Schwann  worked  hard  to  discover  the  c&nee 
of  life.  He  hoped  to  find  individual  molecules  in  the  proto- 
plasms, and  to  discover  the  cause  of  its  varying  properties. 
The  nucleus  had  been  discovered  in  vegetable  cells  by 
Browne  in  1831 ;  and  Schleiden,  another  worker  in  the  same 
field,  considered  he  had  found  the  germ  from  which  tew 
cells  arise,  and  called  it  the  cytoblast. 

The  first  observers  of  cell  divisions  were  Unger,  Von  Jffohl, 
and  Nageli.  They  all  wrote  on  the  proparties  of  protoplasm, 
and  demonstrated  its  similarity  to  that  of  animals.  It  was 
soon  after  shown  to  be  the  centre  of  all  life. 

Sketches  of  the  discovery  of  the  fertilisation  of  plants  and 
of  embryonic  development  were  given,  and  the  processes  of 
circulation,  respiration,  and  of  skeleton  formation  were  ex- 
pounded. 

Mr.  Taylor's  paper  was  warmly  complimented  by  the 
President  at.d  several  other  speakers. 


MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
The  second  meeting  of  the  session  wai  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Mr.  W.  Krrkby  in  the  chair.    A  paper,  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Duncan,  F.C  S.,  was  read  on  "  The  Necessity  of 

Legal  Standards  for  Drugs, 
and  a  Criticism  of  the  Standards  of  the  Pharmacopeia.' 
He  said  there  was  no  statute  constituting  ihe  Pharmacopoeia 
a  legal  authority,  and  it  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Sale  of 
Focd  and  Drugs  Act.  Prosecutions  because  of  a  drug  bearing 
the  name  of  a  preparation  of  the  Paarmacopjeia,  but  not 
complying  with  the  characters  and  tests,  had  been,  as  a  rule, 
under  section  6  of  the  Act,  wbich  sta'ed  that  no  person 
should  sell  to  the  prejuiice  of  the  purchaser  any  article  of 
food  or  any  drag  which  was  not  of  the  nature,  substance, 
and  quality  of  the  article  demanded.  He  contended  that 
the  Act  required  amending,  so  that  such  things  as  beeswax 
and  baking-powder,  which  had  been  decided  to  be  neiiher 
food  nor  drug,  should  be  brought  within  its  jurisdiction. 
There  was  often  great  difficulty  in  deiermining  what  was  a 
reasonable  amount  of  extraneous  matter  due  to  imper  fecticn  of 
manufacture  cr  collecting.  The  want  of  an  authoritative 
sti'jdaid  frequently  led  to  lengthy  legal  arguments  and  vexa- 
tious litigation.  It  was  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  effective 
working  of  the  Act.  The  Pharmacopoeia  made  no  claim  to 
be  a  guide  to  anything  else  than  to  medicines-.  Although 
many  articles  in  it  were  used  as  medicines,  there  were  other 
articles  which  were  used  for  other  purposes,  and  a  chemist 
would  be  justified  in  selling  opium,  for  instance,  for 
sniokkg-purposes  if  it  were  of  a  lower  quality  than  Shat 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  providing  it  was  not  adulterated,  as  it 
would  then  be  no  more  of  a  diug  than  tobacco  or  tea.  The 
overlapping  of  drogs  with  foods  and  domesiiu  substances 
was  at  times  troublesome.  It  had  been  held  in  the  High 
Court  that  beeswax  containing  50  p::r  cent,  of  paraffin  did 
not  come  under  the  Act,  as  it  was  not  a  drug.  The  present 
Pharmacopoeia  was  too  defective  to  serve  as  a  standard. 
Sometimes,  it  was  trae,  the  character  and  tests  there  given 
was  sufficient  to  lead  to  the  rejection  of  substances  con- 
taining the  ordinary  impurities  or  of  defective  quality,  but 
in  many  other  cases  the  characters  and  tests  were  so  incom- 
plete and  ambiguous  as  to  be  practically  useless.  They 
hoped  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  would  be  considerably  in 
advance  of  the  existing  one,  but  did  anyone  expeco  it  to  be 
approximately  perfect  in  its  analytical  details?  If  the 
Pharmacopoeia  was  to  be  reliable  in  its  tests,  there  should  be 
on  the  committee  at  least  three  analysts  who  had  made 
drugs  their  special  study.  It  was  highly  desirable  that  there 
should  be  a  standard  for  the  purity  and  quality  of  drugs 
either  in  the  Pharmacopeia  or  elsewhere.  At  present  the 
public  analyst  performed  a  difficult  task  with  ability  and 
fairness,  but  he  was  handicapped  by  conflicting  standards 
and  defective  laws.  The  point  he  emphasised  was  that 
there  was  no  one  authorised  to  fix  legal  standards.  If  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  were  to  be  made  a  standard  it  would  require 
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frequent  revision,  say  acnually.  Mr.  Duncan  criticised  the 
Pharmacopce  a  on  it»  want  of  scientific  precision.  Some- 
times it  would  s^ate,  e.g.,  that  no  precipitate  should  be  pro- 
duced by  chloride  of  barium.  It  would  be  much  simpler, 
and  occupy  less  space,  to  sta'e  that  the  particular 
drug  was  to  be  free  from  sulphuric  acid  or  from 
sulphate.  Sometimes  simple  tests  were  given  with  unneces- 
sary rie  ail,  whilst  at  other  times  a  considerable  amount  of 
knowledge  acd  still  was  as-umed.  The  uni-.lysei  of  a  large 
number  of  the  diugs  cf  tha  Pharmacol ceia  wtre  too  difficult 
for  any  except  those  who  made  a  speciality  of  analytical 
chemistry,  and  few  pharmacists  could  spara  the  time  from 
their  other  duties. 

A  discussion  followed. 

Mr.  Kidd  sa'd  tha  Pharmacopoeia  standards  were  too  high 
for  domestic  purposes.  It  would  be  good  to  have  ttie 
standards  fixed,  especially  in  medicines. 

Mr.  H.  Kemp  said  there  should  be  standards  to  protect  the 
public.  It  was  robbery  to  supply  a  customer  with  beeswax 
with  50  per  cent,  of  adulteration,  whether  for  use  in  arts  or 
medicines.  No  matter  fcr  what  purpose  a  drug  was  required, 
it  should  be  pure. 

Mr.  W.  Lane  said  a  more  definite  standard  of  purify  was 
wanted.  The  law  was  unsatisfactory  at  present.  A  grocer 
might  sell  a  thing  with  impunity  for  which  his  friend  the 
chemist  next  door  would  be  prosecuted.  Such  a  state  of 
things  was  intole'ab'e 

The  Chairman  sa;d  tve  Pharmacopce:a  was  intended  to 
provide  a  utiform  standard  and  guide,  but  it  did  not  do  so 
a;  fully  as  it  ou^ht  [t  did  not  give  the  standard  of  a 
belladonna,  liniment,  or  prescribe  the  specific  gravities  of 
tinctures.    It  was  only  a  pirtial  ttandircl. 

Mr.  Duncan  har/ing  replied,  hs  was  thanked  for  his 
paper. 


LEEDS  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION1. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  wa9  held  on 
October  30,  Mr.  G  Ward,  President,  in  the  chair.  Mr.  W.  D. 
Pollitt,  Honorary  Secretary,  read  the  twenty -eighth  annual 
report  of  the  Society,  which  recorded  with  deep  regret  the 
death  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Hirst,  many  years  a  member,  and  formerly 
Honorary  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  and  referred  to  the 
meeting  convened  by  the  Council  in  May  last  in  support  of 
the  P.A.T  A.  The  receipts  for  the  year  (including  a  balance 
in  hand  of  1/.  10s.  lid.)  were  lOi.  8s.  5d.,  and  the  expenditure 
was  101  9s.  5d. 

Mr.  R.  Reynolds  moved  that  the  meeting  expresses  its 
great  regret  at  the  death  of  Mr  J.  A.  Hirst,  and  offers 
sympathy  with  his  family.  Mr.  Yewdall  seconded  this, 
and  it  was  unanimously  carried. 

The  report  and  Treasurer's  accoutt  were  adopted,  and 
several  votes  of  thanks  were  parsed. 

The  following  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  — 
President:  Mr.  George  Ward,  F  I  C.  Vice  President :  Mr. 
Edwin  Yewdall,  Ph.O.  Honorary  Treasarer:  Mr.  Peter 
Jefferson,  Po.^.  Honorary  Secretary  :  Mr.  W.  D.  Pollitt 
Commiit°e:  Messrs.  J.J.  Annitig  ;  F.  W.  Branson,  F.I  C.  ; 
J.  W.  HaTdman  ;  R  Reynold?,  F  C.S. ;  S.  Taylor;  and  G.  W. 
Wcifolk.    Auditor  :  Mr.  E  Brown,  Ph.C. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 

The  seventh  annual  dinner  of  this  Asscciation  took  place 
on  November  4  at  Booth's  Restaurant,  East  Street,  Brigh  on 
The  company  numbered  between  thirty  and  forty,  iucludirg 
several  medical  men.  The  President  ( VIr.  A.  F.  Jeeves)  was 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  W.  Howes  gave  '  The  Medical  Profes- 
sion," for  which  Dr.  F.  J.  Paley  responded.  He  impressed 
upon  the  members  of  the  Association  tho  necessity  of 
making  a  study  of  "  First  Aid  Ambulance  Work,"  as  ac3!- 
dents  are  so  olten  taken  first;  to  tha  chemists,  and  a  know- 
ledge of  how  to  act  on  the  spot  would  olten  be  the  means  of 
caving  life 

Dr.  A.  J.  Richardson  proposed  "The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  W.  W.  Savage,  in  response,  said  the  Society  had  had 
a  glorious  past :  it  bad  raised  the  status  of  the  pharmacist 
from  a  class  of  uneducated  herbalists  and  bloodletters  to  a 
body  who  are  really  the  r'ght  hand  of  the  medical  profession. 


The  Society  is  not  all  it  should  be.  The  alteration  of  some  of 
its  antiquated  "  by-Taws  "  is  necessary — those,  for  example, 
which  exclude  chemists  and  druggists  from  taking  office 
and  giving  tbe  benefit  of  their  experience  to  the  trade.  The 
Council  should  represent  not  merely  1,400  members,  but  the 
full  constituency  of  something  like  16,000,  so  that  applica- 
tion by  them  to  tha  Privy  Council  would  carry  a  weight 
which  no  Government  could  very  well  neglect. 

"Tin  Brighton  Assosiation  of  Pharmacy"  was  given  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Long,  and,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibscn 
(President,  Seniors),  who  was  away  through  domestic 
bereavement,  Mr.  J.  Williamson  responded  for  the  Senior 
Association,  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Jeeves  for  the  Juniors. 

The  toast  of  "The  Vifitors,"  given  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Yates, 
and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Wallis  (of  R  Fr/  &  Co.),  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  C  A.  Blarney,  who  ha  t  had  charge  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  dicner,  concluded  the  speeches.  There 
were  many  good  soDgs,  &c,  £nd  the  Benevolent  Fund  box 
was  cir;ula  ed. 


PLYMOUTH.— JUNIORS. 

An  introductory  paper  on  "  Ph  irmacy ''  was  read  by  Mr. 
O.  A.  Reade  a%  the  meeting  of  the  a'oove  Association 
on  November  4.  The  paper  was  intended  as  a  preface  to 
the  series  of  lectures  to  be  given  on  the  subject  during  the 
session,  and  dealt  chiefly  with  the  early  history  and  subse- 
quent progress  of  pharmacy  as  a  vocation.  It  was  pointed 
out  tha'  the  bulk  of  apprentices  to-day  do  not  get  the 
opportunity  of  making  many  of  the  preparations  of  the  B  P., 
such  as  tinctures,  infusions,  &c,  because  the  concentrated 
liquors  are  so  much  in  use.  The  student  had  to  learn  his 
subject — his  business — by  bookwork,  only  a  few  having  the 
advantages  of  practical  work  in  a  manufacturing  pharmacy. 
A  present-day  apprentice  may  be  well  up  in  the  technical 
subjects  of  chemistry,  botany,  and  materia  medica,  but  jet 
be  at  a  loss  to  actually  prepare  an  ointment  or  make  a 
suppository. 


GLASGOW  CHEMISTS'  "AT  HOME." 

On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  November  5,  the  President  and 
Council  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  gave  an  "At  Home"  in  the  Cockburn 
Hotel.  The  company  numbered  about  230  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, amongst  whom  were  visitors  from  Edinburgh,  Greenock, 
Paisley,  Helensburgh,  and  Motherwell ;  and  a  large  number 
of  membirs  of  the  medical  profession. 

Mr.  W.  L  Corbie  (President)  welcomed  the  guests  in  the 
name  of  the  Council,  and  gave  a  short  opening  address, 
pointing  oat  the  advantages  of  the  Assosiation,  especially  to 
the  younger  members.  Hi  a'so  expiessed  the  hops  that 
they  would  see  medical  gentlemen  more  frequently  at  their 
meetings. 

The  company  then  partook  of  tea,  and  an  interesting 
programme  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  afterwards 
gone  through.  Farther  interest  was  given  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  evening  by  exhibits  of  various  kinds.  Messrs. 
Baird  &  Tatlock  lent  a  number  of  interesting  exhibits,  and 
a  demonstration  of  the  Roatgen  rays  was  given  by  one 
of  Dr.  Tatlock's  a  shtaots.  Mr.  Riddell,  of  West  George 
Street,  efdibiced  ptiotogra.pb.ic  apparatus;  some  fine  alka- 
loids werj  sent  by  Messrs.  X,  &  H.  Sm  th  &  Co.,  Edinburgh  ; 
and  a  number  of  -pectroscopic  views  were  shown  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  M  Her  Mr.  David  Lamb  gave  an  exhibition  of 
conjuring,  which  was  much  enjoyed. 

In  tha  course  of  the  evening  the  "  Kinninmont  Prize" — a 
gold  med  .1  and  four  volumes — was  presented  by  Mr.  Robert 
McAdam,  of  the  Glt'gow  Apothecaries'  C.mpany,  to  the 
success'ul  ompettior,  Mr.  David  Baird  Macdonald,  assistant 
with  Mr.  Hugh  Limbie,  Crossbill. 

Dancing  followed,  and  was  kept  up  till  midnight. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTS'  AND  APOTHECARIES' 

ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION  OF  IRELAND. 
At  Dablin  on  November  6  the  new  session  of  this  Association 
win  op-ned  at  tie  Pharmaceutical  Society's  House, 67 Lower 
Mount  Street,  by  a  lecture  delivered  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie.F.C.S. 
(of  Mebtis.  tarron,  Haiveys  &  Co ),  entitled  " From  Mont 
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Blanc  to  the  Matterhorn."  The  large  examination- hall  was 
well  filled  by  an  appreciative  audience,  composed  of  leading 
medical  and  scientific  gentlemen,  pharmacists,  &c.  There 
was  a  fair  sprinkling  of  ladies.  The  chair  was  taken  at 
8.20  p.m.  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  President  oE  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  who  said  he  regarded  the  invitation  to 
preside  that  evening  as  given  not  to  him  personally,  but  as 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  thereby 
showing  the  cordial  relations  of  the  Association  to  the 
Society,  and  vice  versa.  Personally  he  recognised  the  great 
value  of  the  Association  to  assistants  and  employers.  It 
helped  to  raise  the  standard  of  pharmacy  in  that  it  incul- 
cated the  first  principles  of  progress — the  elevation  of  the 
members  and  the  desire  on  their  part  to  become  good  all- 
round  men.  The  Association  also  secured  for  employers  a 
better  class  ot  young  men.  He  congratulated  the  officers 
on  the  present  satisfactory  condition  of  the  Association,  and 
urged  all  young  pharmacists  to  identify  themselves  with  it. 
Mere  membership  ought  not  to  be  the  beginning  and  end  of 
their  connection  with  the  Association.  Each  member 
should  cultivate  a  hobby,  and  ride  that  hobby  for  the  good 
of  himself  and  of  his  fellow-member?.  They  could  take  up, 
say,  botany  or  photography,  either  of  which  would  turn  in 
useful  hereafter  from  a  commeicial,  as  well  as  an  educa- 
tional, point  of  view.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  introducing 
his  friend,  Mr.  Howie,  whom  he  had  known  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Howie  was  an  enthus  assic  amateur  photographer  and  a 
scientist  of  no  mean  repute. 

Mr.  Howie  commenced  his  lecture  with  a  brief  desciiption 
of  Ben  Nevis,  the  Scottish  Alps,  aid  then  took  his  audience 
through  the  French  Alps,  via  MoLt  Blanc,  &c,  into  Italy, 
Aosta,  Milan,  the  Italian  lakes,  back  into  Switzerland,  via 
Visp,  the  Matterhorn,  /jermatt,  &c  The  lecture  was  illus- 
trated by  120  views,  photographed  by  the  lecturer,  and  was 
of  a  most  interesting  and  eoterta^ing  character,  the  de- 
scriptions being  interspersed  with  many  pleasant  tnd 
humorous  reminiscences. 


Cjje  Srricntifir  anir  Cecjjmtijt  jjcpnvfment 
of  tin  Imperial  ^nstitu'e. 


SHEFFIELD  PHI  ARM  iCEU  PI^AL  AND  CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY. 

Mbs.  J.  E.  Manning  opened  tb.5  session  on  Wednesday 
evening  witha  lectureon  "  Insectivorous  Plants."  She  men- 
tioned that  as  long  ago  as  1768  Mr.  Kit's,  a  London  merchant, 
sent  to  Linnaeus,  a  description  of  Venus's  fly- trap,  but  it 
was  not  till  1875,  when  Darwin  published  his  book  on  in- 
sectivorous plants,  that  the  subject  had  occupied  consider- 
able attention  amongst  botanists.  Now  500  species  of  plants 
are  known  to  be  insectivorous.  Mrs.  Manning  described  the 
habitats  of  these  plants  and  the  foods  which  they  prefer, 
which  are  generally  highly  nitrogenous.  Some  of  the 
plants  are  aquatic,  as  in  the  cas9  of  the  bladder  worts,  but 
most  of  them  are  obtained  from  humid  soil.  Mrs.  Manning 
described  fully  the  formation  of  the  insect-traps  in  these 
plants,  how  insects  are  lured  to  them,  and  how  the  plants 
retain  them  until  the  whole  of  the  digestible  matter  is 
absorbed.  Her  remarks  in  regard  to  the  digestive  fluid 
secreted  by  the  plants  were  followed  very  keenly,  and  after 
the  lecture 

The  Peesident  (Mr.  Ibbitt)  said  that  while  listening  he 
iiad  wondered  whether  some  day  an  enterprising  pharmacist 
might  not  make  his  fortune  oat  of  ttese  digestive  fluids. 
.(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Newsholme  said  that  ha  also  thought  that  there 
might  be  a  commercial  side  to  this  question.  The  digestive 
fluid  might  be  all  very  well,  but  he  thought  that  the  fly- 
catcher idea  was  much  bett.Br.  (^Laughter  )  When  we  con- 
sidered the  enormous  amount  of  money  spent  in  the 
fly-catching  business,  it  must  be  seen  that  there  was  a  great 
field.  He  believed  that  this  was  the  first  occasion  the 
Society  had  had  a  lady  lecturer  at  one  of  their  meetings, 
but  he  could  not  remember  a  more  enjoyable  evening. 

Mr.  Austin  mentioned  several  places  near  Sheffield  where 
the  plants  mentioned  by  Mrs.  Manning  cculd  be  found. 

The  meeting  heartily  thanked  Mrs.  banning. 

Fashionable  Doctob:  "My  dear  young  lady,  you  are 
drinking  unfiltered  water  which  swarms  with  animal 
organisms.  You  should  have  it  boiled;  that  will  kill  them." 
•His  Patient :  "  Well,  doctor,  I  think  I'd  sooner  be  an  aquarium 
than  a  cemetery." 


A LECTURE  on  this  department  of  the  Imperial  Institute's 
work  was  delivered  at  the  Institute  on  Monday  evening 
by  Professor  Wyndham  Dunstan,  FES.,  the  recently-ap- 
pointed Scientific  Director.  Sir  Joseph  Lister,  Bart , 
D.C.L.,  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  took  the  chair 
promptly  at  8  30  p  M.,  supported  by  Sir  Frederick  Abe), 
Bart.,  F.R.S.,  the  Secretary  and  General  Director  of  the 
Institute,  and  Sir  Steuart  Bayley,  1*1  C  S.I ,  Chairman  of  the 
Indian  Committee  of  the  Imperial  Institute.  Amongst  the 
large  audience  of  about  five  hundred  persons  were  many 
distinguished  representatives  of  science,  medicine,  and  com- 
merce, and  of  India  and  the  colonies  ;  and  we  noticed  a, 
number  of  pharmacists,  including  Dr.  At t field,  Mr.  Martin- 
dale,  Mr.  John  Moss,  Mr.  F.  Ranson,  Mr  J.  C.  Umney,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Fletcher,  and  several  of  the  former  students  at  the 
School  of  Pharmacy.  The  north  wall  of  the  spacious  "East 
Conference  Ha'l,"  in  which  r.he  lecture  was  delivered,  was 
entirely  occupied  by  the  lantern-screen,  flanked  on  each  side 
by  large  diagram-lists  of  products  which  had  been  examined 
in  the  laboratories. 

Professor  Dunstan,  in  beginning  his  lecture,  explained 
that  the  department  is  now  provided  with  laboratories 
occupying  the  whole  of  the  west  corridor  of  the  second 
floor  of  the  Institute,  and  a  staff  of  skilled  chemists  have 
been  at  work  therein  since  the  beginning  of  October.  Funds 
have  been  provided  by  the  Royal  Commissioners  of  the  1851 
Exhibition,  whilst  the  Goldsmiths'  Company  hivs  furnished 
the  complete  equipment  for  the  laboratories,  and  also  proiiifed 
much  of  the  apparatus.  The  Sailers'  Company  have  endowed 
a  Research  Fellowship  of  th8  annual  value  of  150Z.,  it  beirg 
understood  that  the  Salters'  Research  Fellow  should  pri- 
marily devote  himself  to  the  investigation  of  the  chemistry 
of  medicinal  plants,  especially  those  derived  from  India  and 
the  colonies.  The  principal  work  which  the  department  is 
now  prepared  to  undertake  is  as  follows : — The  scientific 
investigation  of  new  or  little  -known  Indian  and  colonial 
natural  products,  with  a  view  to  their  commercial  utilisa- 
tion;  the  comparative  examination,  with  the  same 
object,  of  products  of  recognised  value  and  im- 
portance, which,  although  known  to  occur  or  to 
be  producible  in  India  and  the  colonies,  are  at 
present  obtained  commercially  from  other  sources  ;  and  the 
rendering  of  advice  and  assistance  to  the  Indian  and  colonial 
Governments  on  all  scientific  and  technical  questions  relat- 
ing to  the  production,  manufacture,  and  commercial  utilisa- 
tion of  materials  occurring  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  lecturer  further  stated  that  the  Indian  Government  has 
already  made  excellent  preliminary  arrangements  for  the 
exhibition  of  Indian  products  at  the  Impeiial  Institute,  and 
for  their  scientific  examination  and  technical  valuation  in 
or  through  the  department.  Attached  to  the  department  is 
a  staff  of  scientific  and  technical  referees,  whose  advice  is 
obtained  cn  subjects  connected  with  their  special  branches  ; 
whilst  members  of  the  staffs  of  a  number  of  scientific  and 
technical  institutions  in  this  country  have  furnished  advice 
and  assistance  in  conducting  special  inquiries,  or  in  supply- 
ing special  information. 

It  is  intended  to  extend  this  system  of  rererence  and  co- 
operation by  including  institutions  in  India  and  the  colonies, 
so  that  the  department  may  gradually  ba  developed  into  an 
imperial  bureau  of  scientific  and  technical  advice,  and  be 
the  means  of  federating  scientific  and  technical  workers 
throughout  the  empire.  An  account  was  given  of  some  of 
the  more  important  inquiries  which  have  already  been  set  on 
foot  at  the  instance  of  the  Governments  of  India  and  the 
colonies.  The  comparative  value  of  the  Indian  coal  deposits 
and  of  the  Indian  iron  ores,  the  improvement  of  Indian 
opium  for  medicinal  purposes  with  a  view  to  its  extended 
employment  in  this  country  and  abroad,  the  examination  and 
valuation  of  Indian  and  colonial  fibres,  of  Indian  tanning- 
materials  and  dyestuffs,  of  essential  oils  and  perfumes  pro- 
duced in  Victoria,  the  chemical  examination  and  therapeutic 
trial  of  important  Indian  and  colonial  medicinal  plants,  the 
examination  and  valuation  of  Indian  and  colonial  timbers — 
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these  are  all  matters  which  have  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  Director  and  his  staff,  and  in  which  progress  has  been 
made.  The  lantern- slides  shown  in  illustration  of  tbe 
lecturer's  remarks  comprised  maps  of  India,  and  a  table  of 
analytical  results  of  micro- photographs  of  crystalline  pro- 
ducts obtained  during  the  chemical  investigations. 

Sir  Joseph  Lister,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Pro- 
fessor Dunstan,  said  tbe  Imperial  Institute  was  constantly 
receiving  the  products  of  the  many  countries  which  consti- 
tute our  empire.  It  was  important  that  these  products 
should  not  accumulate  as  mere  curiosities,  but  that  their 
properties  should  be  carefully  investigated.  The  laboratories 
in  which  this  work  was  being  carried  on  had  ample 
accommodation  and  were  excellently  equipped.  These, 
however,  would  be  of  little  avail  unless  they  were  presided 
over  by  a  man  with  the  requisite  talent  and  high  scientific 
attainments  to  enable  him  to  regulate  and  conduct  effi- 
ciently the  necessary  researches.  The  country,  as  well  as 
the  Institute,  was  to  be  congratulated  that  they  had  such  a 
man  in  Professor  Dunstan.  (Loud  cheers.)  Professor 
Dunstan  had  specially  distinguished  himself  by  researches  of 
the  very  kind  that  were  likely  to  be  the  most  required. 

The  audience  then  adjourned  to  the  second  floor  of  tbe 
Institute  to 

Inspect  the  Laboratories, 
which  were  open  for  the  purpose.    These  were  found  to 
consist  of  a  magLificent  suite  of  rooms  communicating  with 
each  other,  and  |occupjiDg  the  north  side  of  tbe  west 
corridor,  which  is  some  180  feet  in  length.    The  spacious 
windows  with  their  northern  aspect  afford  abundant  light  of 
the  most  favourable  kind  during  the  daytime,  and  at  night 
the/ooms  are  lighted  with  elect  ric  lamps.  Across  the  corridor 
there  are  also  two  other  spacious  rooms,  one  being  utilised 
as  a  sample  preparation  room,  and  the  other  temporarily 
allotted  for  researches  in  submarine  telegraphy.  Trestle- 
tables  had  been  placed  in  the  laboratories,  on  which  were 
displayed  samples  of  all  the  materials  which  have  come 
under  investigation.    In  the  first  room  of  the  series,  which 
is  fitted  up  for  gas-analysis,  and  contains  a  dark-room,  the 
samples  of  coal  drawn  from  some  thirty-five  different  Indian 
collieries,  and  the  valuable  iron  ores  of  India — chiefly 
magnetite  and  magnetic  sand — were  on  exhibition.  The 
second  room  is  fitted  up  as  a  general  laboratory.  Here 
were  shown  the  large  collection  of  fibres  obtained  from 
India,   Australia,  and  various  colonies,  which  have  been 
chemically  examined  in  the  laboratory  and  reported  on  by 
trade  experts.    The  results  of  each  fibre  were  arranged  in 
boxes  as  museum  specimens.      The  essential  oils  and 
essences  produced  on  the  Government  scent-farm,  Dunolly, 
Victoria,  excited  much  interest,  as  did  also  a  fine  sample  of 
Indian  tobacco.    On  a  third  table  was  arranged  a  collection 
of  tanning-materials,  in  connection  with  which  the  influence 
of  age,  climate,  and  soil  upon  tbe  amount  of  tannin  contained 
is  being  investigated,  and  a  beautiful  series  of  produces 
obtained  from  seveial  Indian  dje-tuffs.     These  last  were 
prepared  by  Messrs.  Hummel  and  Perkin  in  Clcthworkers-' 
Kesearch   Laboratory,   Yorkshire   College,   from  material 
supplied  by  the  Institute.    The  thiid  rcom  is  fittei  hs  a 
library  and  balance-room,  and  contains  exact  measuring- 
instruments  of  various  kinds.    The  fourth  room  has  been 
designed  especially  for  pharmaceutical  work,  two  large  slate 
distillation- tables  being  placed  in  the  centre.    Here  were 
exhibited  a  very  complete  series  of  Icdian  opiums,  which  it 
is  desired  to  brirg  more  effectively  into  competition  for 
medicinal  purposes  with  Turkey  and  Persian  opium.  The 
samples  which  had  been  specially  collected  by  the  Indian 
Government  for  the  purposes  of  the  scientific  department 
were  accompanied  by  the  instruments  used  both  in  the 
o.nltivation  of  the  poppy  and  production  and  consumption  of 
the  3rng.    Amongst  the  medicinal  plants  and  their  deriva- 
tives the  Indian  aconites  were  well  represented, and  specimens 
of  tbe  active  principles  were  to  b=!  seen.    The  constituents  of 
podophyllum,  croton-seeds,  and  other  drugs  and  raw  materials 
in  various  stages  were  also  on  view. 


Medico,  addressing  brother  practitioner :  "  Why  did  yon 
write  that  article  in  the  newspapers  attacking  Dr.  Squills  ?  " 
"  Because  he  was  guilty  of  unprofessional  conduct  in  adver- 
tising himself.  Besides,  I  have  to  get  my  name  before  the 
public  some  way  or  other. ' 


^edification  of  tin  Jicgisfers  of  j)barma- 
tmiunl  Clfmists  anb  Cjmnists  anil 
gruggtsts. 

WE  are  requested  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  BritaiD,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
to  publish  the  following  list  of  persons  whose  names  will  be 
erased  from  the  Registers  unless  they  communicate  with 
him  on  or  before  Decemer  30  next : — 

Those  marked  (  *)  are  pharmaceutical  chemists. 
Abbot,  Joseph,  98  Queen  Street,  Exeter 

Ailcock  Robert  Mcintosh,  10  Trinity  Square,  Borough,  London,  S.E. 
Aitken,  John  Boreland,  26  Hutcheson  Square,  Glasgow 
Allan,  William,  Newseat  of  Tillymorgan,  Culsalmond,  Aberdeen-hire 
Andrewes,  Henry  Manning,  16  Bridge  Road,  East  Molesey 
Anstey,  Thomas,  4  Augusta  Place,  Lyucombe  Hill,  Bath 
Aplin,  Albert  Edward,  41  London  Street,  Heading 
*Ashmead,  John  Stubbings,  23  Stirling  Koad,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham 
Aspinall,  James,  15  Market  Street,  Whitworth,  Lanes 
Atkinson,  Charles  Henry,  Market  Place,  Heckmoudwike 
Atkinson,  Samuel,  Heckmoudwike,  Yorks 
S'Ayre,  William  Sharp,  Marlborough  Street,  Seaham  Harbour 
Bache,  Joseph,  High  Street,  Pensnett,  Staffordshire 
Bailye,  William  Richard,  High  Street,  Wem,  Salop 
Banbury,  William  Walter,  Parsonage  Street,  Dursley,  GIos 
Barber,  Frederick  Henry,  110  Moor  Street,  Birmingham 
Barratt,  George  Frederick,  47  Monkwell  Street,  Falcon  Square,  London,  E.C 
Barry,  Frederic,  54  Stoke  Newington  lload,  Loudon,  N.E. 
Basoombe,  William.  29  Christ  Church  Road,  Oxton,  Birkenhead 
Raylis,  William,  Launcestou,  Tasmania 

Baynton,  Charles  Summers,  620  Coventry  Road,  Small  Heath,  Birmingham 

Beath,  John,  6  R  iseneath  Terrace,  Edinburgh 

Beattie,  James  Brown,  1  Whitehall  Street,  Dundee 

Bellwood,  John,  335  Cray's  Inn  Road,  Loudon,  W.C. 

Bignold,  Walter,  9  Wesion  Terrace,  Green  Lanes,  London,  N. 

Birse,  William,  Three  Laws  of  Craig,  Hillside,  Montrose,  N.B. 

Bishop,  Henry,  129  High  Street,  Kingsland,  London,  N.E. 

":  Blakeley.  Leonard,  3  Oats  street,  Manchester 

Bolton,  Edgar  Benjamin,  8  Upper  High  Street.  Winchester 

Booth,  Frank,  W<trsop  Park,  Shirebrook,  Mansfields,  Notts 

Booth,  Jonathan,  29  Paradise  Street,  Liverpool 

+Botbam,  William,  7  Lynn  Street,  West  Hartlepool 

Bowman,  George  Fell,  73  Hunslet  Itoad,  Hunslet,  Leeds 

Bowman,  Jane  M.,  <  'arluke,  Lanarkshire 

Bradford,  James,  1  Appili  Terrace,  Edinburgh 

Brewer,  Daniel  Tremlett,  Moretonhampstead,  Devon 

Bridges,  Ernest  Claude  Tenney,  Hazlebank,  Kings  wear,  Devon 

Brierley,  Joseph,  Burton-upon-Trent 

Broadbeut,  William  Henry,  37  Downing  Street,  Manchester 
Broadhurst,  Henry,  20  Jordan  Gate,  Macclesfield 
Broughton,  Thomas,  Eccleshill,  Yolks 
Brown,  James,  Sanquhar,  Dumfriesshire 
Brown,  Richard  -Moss,  105  Waterloo  Street,  Burton-on-Trent 
Bruncon,  William  David,  26  Lady  Meuzie's  Place,  Edinburgh 
Burrell,  John  B.'njhiuin,  8  Selhurst  Road,  S.  Norwood,  London,  S.E. 
Burt,  Cyril  Cecil  Banow,  76  York  Street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 
Burt,  George  Elward,  76  York  Street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 
Bush,  William,  180  Barnsbiiry  lload,  Islington,  London,  N. 
*Oarswell,  Thomas  Retson,  93  Morrison  Street,  Edinburgh 
Carter,  James  Charles,  1  The  Broadway,  Ilford 
Castell,  George  Bayliss,  393  High  Street,  Chatham 

Cave,  George  Edwin  Otborne,  67  Corrance  Road,  Acre  Lane,  Brixton, 

London,  S.W. 
Chadwicn-,  James,  St.  Helens,  Lanes 

Cheers,  Robert  Salmi n,  1  Waterloo  lload,  Waterloo,  Liverpool 

Child,  Henry,  243  Commercial  Road,  Peckham,  London,  S.E. 

Christie,  George,  5  West  Montgomery  Place,  Edinburgh 

Clatworthy,  Seymour  W.,  97  Falkner  Street,  Gloucester 

Olay,  Arthur,  58  Blessington  Road,  Liverpool 

Clayton,  George.  315  Regent  Stieet,  London,  W. 

Cockshott,  William  Arthur,  Market  Place,  Hyde,  Cheshire 

Coleuutt.  Frederick  Moreton,  1  Alexandra  Terrace,  Shankiin 

Cooper,  Alfred,  Etwall  Derbyshire 

Cooper,  Helen,  9  Pleydell  Street,  London,  E.C. 

*Cooper,  Henry,  15  Bartholomew  Street,  Leicester 

Cooper,  Thomas,  Etwall,  Derbyshire 

Couper,  Charles  James,  Brooklands,  Canterbury 

Court,  Alfred,  218  Kentish  Town  Road,  London,  N.W. 

Cowgill,  Benjamin  Rangdale,  77  Erlingtou  Road,  Bradford,  Yorks 

*Cowie,  George,  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeeu 

Cox,  Homersham  Edward,  137  Elm  Grove,  Brighton 
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Camber,  William  Thomas,  6  Oouuty  Pla^e,  Totterdown,  Bristol 

Cutforth,  John  Dixon,  5  Cumberland  Street,  Pioilico,  London,  S.W. 

Cutts,  Joseph  Nix,  2  Park  Villas,  Teddington 

Dale,  Alfred,  28  North  Street,  Scarborough 

Davey,  Albion,  70  Gloucester  Road,  Peekham,  London,  S.E. 

Dawson,  Edwin,  19  Wigmora  Street,  Loudon,  W. 

Dewes,  George,  163  Bloomsbury,  Birmingham 

Dilcock,  Thomas,  Whitfield  Lane,  Liverpool 

Dixon,  James,  187  Boundary  Road,  St.  Helens,  Lanes] 

Doe,  Walter  James,  9  Upper  Market  Place,  Leyton 

Douglas,  James  Palliser,  99  East  Street,  Southampton 

Dutton,  William,  Bolsover,  Chesterfield 

Easson,  Robert,  113  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow 

Edwards,  Francis  William,  93  Westbourne  Park  Road.  London,  W. 

Elliott,  Frank  Launcelot,  25  Myddleton  Square.  London,  E.C. 

Evans,  Harry,  16  Methley  Street,  Keunington  Cross,  Loudon,  S.E. 

Evans,  Robert  Frederic,  75  Aldersgite  Street,  London.  E.O. 

Fairburn,  Thomas  White,  38  Jeffreys  Road,  Olapham,  London.  S.W. 

Fisher,  John  Little,  139  Upper  Kennington  Lane,  London,  S  E. 

Flanagan,  William  James,  6  Clonbrook  Road,  S;oke  Ntwington,  London,  N, 

Flynn,  William,  94  Botehergate,  Carlisle 

Foster,  Alfred,  Church  Gate,  Eist  Retford,  Notts 

Francis,  Matthew  Robert,  62  Canton  Street,  Poplar,  London,  E. 

Gale,  William  Gillam,  88  Hoe  Street.  Walthamstow 

Gaster,  Henry,  26  Guildford  Road,  Bromley,  London,  E. 

George,  Frederick  Benjamin,  Galue,  Wilts 

Gibsou,  Atkin  Brewster,  71  High  street,  Grantham 

Gill,  George,  Chapel  Lane,  Bingley,  Yorks] 

Gill,  Richard  Tnrton,  7  Belgrave  Terrace,  Pinderfield,  Wakefield  ' 

Gordon,  Alexander,  155  North  Hill  Street,  Princes  Park,  Liverpool 

Gould,  Charles  William,  611  High  Road,  Ohiswiek 

Goulden,  Henry  William,  2-1  Lady  well  Park,  Lewisham,  S.E. 

Graham,  Thomas,  Corn  Market,  Penrith,  Cumberland 

Graves,  Joseph  Waddington,  Sandwich 

Greenway,  Richard  H,  46  Stafford  Street,  Birmingham 

Greville,  Charles  Brooke,  The  Grange,  Coventry  Road,  Birmingham 

Griffin,  William  John,  Southeud,  Ledbury 

*Groves  Thomas,  273  Regent  Street,  London,  W. 

Hamilton,  Robert,  23  Meadowbank  Street,  Lower  Windsor,  Belfast 

Hamlin,  Charles  Booth,  4  The  Broadway,  Lower  Mitcham 

Hauna,  George  Henry,  506  Holloway  Road,  Loudon,  N. 

Harrington,  Richard  Beaumont,  161  Denman  Street,  Radford  Boulevard, 

Nottingham 
Healey,  Thomas,  Beverley  Road.  Hull 

Heath,  Frederick  Devon,  7  Heath  Rise,  Hampstead  Heith,  Loudon,  N.W. 

Henderson,  Christopher,  Wibsey,  near  Bradford,  Yorks 

Henderson,  Mary  Jane,  17  Murdoch  Terrace,  W.  Fountainbridge,  Edinburgh 

Henry,  James,  66  High  Street,  Annan 

Higson,  John,  72  Victoria  Street,  Blackburn,  Lanes 

Hindman,  John,  5  Olydeview  Terrace,  Glasgow 

Holroyd,  John  Jackson,  222  Kirkstall  Road,  Leeds 

Hookes,  Robert  Thomas,  1  Colva  Street,  Dartmouth  Park  Hill,  London,  N. 
Hughes,  John  Edward,  9  South  Street,  South  Cliff,  Scarbc rough 
Hunt,  Oharles,  12  St.  Paul's  Street,  Worcester- 
Hunter,  Archibald  G.  Crosby,  39  Weymouth  Street,  Oxford  Road,  Manchester 
Hunter,  John,  3  Caledonian  Street,  Paisley 
Hurconib,  Lawrence  E.,  Church  Drive,  Carriugton,  Nottingham 
Jago,  Charles  Albert,  45  Court  Hill  Road,  Lewisham,  LonooD,  S.E. 
Jeffrey,  Edwin  Basset.  34  Revardy  Road,  Blue  Anchor  F  oad,  Berniondsey 
London,  S.E. 

Jennings,  Francis  Rice,  1  Wellington  Terrace,  Weymouth 

Jobson,  Thomas  C.  W.,  Victoria  Grove,  Southsea 

Jones,  Alfred  Benjamin  George  Ernest,  50  Derby  Road,  West  Croydon 

Jones,  David,  94  Broadway,  Roath,  Cardiff 

Jones,  John  Lloyd,  Rhosllauerehrugog,  near  Ruabon 

Jones,  Llewellyn  Foulkes,  Flint 

Joures,  Robert,  1  MorniDgside  Terrace,  Ohester-le-Street 
Kaberry,  William,  Pateley  Bridge,  Yorks 

Kain,  Joseph  John,  324  Stanstead  Road,  Catford,  London,  S.E. 
Kershaw,  James,  105  Drake  Street,  Rochdale 

Key,  Astley  Cooper,  Cold  Harbour  Lane,  Camberwell,  London,  S.E. 
King,  William  Bealby.  5  Derringham  Street,  Hull 
Klosz,  Sidney  Albert.  19  King's  Road,  Sloane  Square,  London,  S.W. 
Knight,  John  Eddy,  56  Mildmay  Road,  Stoke  Newington,  Londor,  N. 
Lamb,  Robert,  Swan  Hill,  Court  House,  Shrewsbury 
Langford.  William  Henry,  24  Lordship  Lane,  Tottenham 
Langridge,  Thomas  B.,  218  Market  Place,  Dudley 
Law,  James,  Swanseombe 

Lawton,  Thomas  Hartley,  Upper  Wortley,  near  Leeds 
Lea,  Leonard,  Corn  Market,  Romsey,  Hants 

Le  Maout,  Augustus,  57  Princes  Street,  Leicster  Square,  London,  W. 
Lsuty,  Thomas  William  Chard,  11  Thornton  Avenue,  Streatham  Hill, 
Louden,  S.W. 

Levie,  Thomas  Joseph  role,  6  Gardner's  Crescent,  Eiiubrrgh 
Lewis,  David,  4  The  Broadway,  Lower  Miteham 


Lewis,  David  William  Tivddol,  Glaudovcy,  R.S.O.,  Cardiganshire 
Lewis,  James,  60  Woodville  Road,  Cardiff 

Lewis,  Thomas  Wright,  73  Manstiell  Road,  Aston,  Birmingham 
Lilley,  John  Henry,  Selston,  Notts 

Lissaman,  Thomas,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Loudon,  E.O. 
Loal,  Heury  Wells,  37  Harmer  Street.  Gravesend 
Long,  William,  38  Potters  Hill,  Aston,  Birmingham 
Lord,  William  Henry,  245  Moseley  Street,  Birmingham 
Lowe.  Alfred,  Chesterfield 

Loxton,  James  Stoakes,  1  Clarence  Terrace,  Wolsey  Road,  Tcldingtou 
Lyle,  William  Kennedy,  559  New  City  Road,  Glasgow 
Lyue,  Walter  Henry,  7  Shrewsbury  Road,  Redhill 
MtAnarney,  Peter,  84  Abercromby  Street,  Glasgow 
McConnachie,  George,  63  Cumberland  Street.  Edinburgh 
McDonald,  Marion,  136  London  Road,  Glasgow 
MeDougall,  James,  15  Essex  Road,  London,  N. 
MeEv.  an,  Archibald,  52  James  Orr  Street,  GUsgow 
MacGregor,  John,  Dunkeld  Street,  Aberfeldy.  N.B. 
Mackill,  Robert  Cithcart,  56  Oadzow  Street.  Hamilton 
Madge,  Hubert  Abraham,  Westou  Cottage,  Weston,  near  Honiton 
Maifey,  John,  Ringwood,  Hants 
Marohbank,  William,  Cowling,  near  Crosdiills,  Yorks 
Marshall,  Charles  Bnshby,  30  Claremoat  Road,  Saudymount,  Dublin 
Martin,  James,  6  Ure  Place,  Glasgow- 
Mason,  Alexander,  15  Forrest  Road,  Edinburgh 
Mason,  Thomas,  Ohapel  Hill,  Gleucarsc,  Perthshire 
Mill,  Samuel  Thomas,  Higher  Square,  Holsworthy,  Devon 
Milieu,  Herbert  Alfred,  9  Lordship  Lane,  East  Dulwieh,  London,  S.E. 
Miller,  Edward,  26  Friars'  Walk,  Lewes,  Sussex 
Miller.  William  Henry,  Church  Hill,  Hednesfonl 
Milligan,  William  M.,  14  Arthur  Street,  Newton  Stewart,  N.B. 
Milne,  Alexander,  25  Fowler  Terrace,  Edinburgh 
Moore,  Arthur,  16  Western  Street,  Hove,  Brighton 
Morris,  Henry  Ridley,  21  Market  Hill,  Sudbury 
Morton,  Henry,  35  Miranda  Road,  Upper  Holloway,  LondOD,  N. 
Murray,  Alexander,  21  Montague  Street,  Edinburgh 
Murray,  William,  9  Market  Place,  Wednesbury 
Mussel],  Thomas,  High  Street,  Riugwood,  Hants 
Neil,  Henry,  61  Dairy  Road,  Edinburgh 

Ockeuden,  Oliver  James,  1  Grove  Terrace,  Notting  Hill,  London,  W. 
Owen,  Oharles  Richard,  28  Moscow  Road,  Bayswater,  London,  W. 
Parkinson,  Peter  RobiusoD,  Northgate  Street,  Blackburn,  Lanes 
Patersou,  Gavin,  252  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow 
Paterson,  William,  252  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow 
Pearson,  Edward,  9  M arket  Street,  Long  How,  Nottingham 
Peat,  Joseph,  Church,  near  Accringtou,  Lanes 
5*Pertwee,  Frederick,  Smyrna 

Petrie,  John  Sti-phen.  Victoria  Square,  Lockerbie,  N.B. 

Phillips,  Daniel,  450  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E. 

Pickering,  Isaac,  Bangor-is-y-Coed,  Wrexham,  Denbighshire 

Poate,  Thomas  Pratt,  11  North  Cross  Street,  Gosport 

Pool,  George  Andrew,  29  Steven  Street,  Glasgow 

Porter,  William  Edward,  Arboretum,  Worcester 

Preece,  Charles  Godwin,  Lulworth  House,  Keyus'iam,  Somerset 

Price,  Richard  Cameron,  9  New  Street,  Wellington,  Salop 

Pridgcon,  Henry  Pacey,  119  Roman  Road,  Victoria  Park,  Loudon,  N.E. 

P/oudfoot  William  Henry,  16  East  Hemlon  Road,  Sunderland 

Reay,  John  Robson,  Middleten,  West  Hartlepool 

Rees.  Richard,  Aberdovey,  Merionethshire 

heid,  James,  1  Beck  Street,  Nottingham 

Reynolds,  Thomas,  Caerphilly,  Glamorganshire 

!'Ricliardson,  William,  53  Berkeley  Street,  Liverpool 

Richardson,  William  Jenkinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale 

Rixou,  John  Bishop,  65  Amhurst  Road,  Hackuey,  London,  N  K. 

Robertson,  James,  4  Braid  Place,  Edinburgh 

Robertson,  James  George,  43  Morningside  Road.  Edinburgh 

Robinson,  Bernard  Christopher,  183  Hall  Street,  Stockport 

Robinson,  John  James,  104  Brunswick  Street,  Leamington 

Rodmell,  John  Gale,  Highgate,  Hawkhurst,  Keut 

Rogers,  George  Edward,  1  Chesnut  Villas,  Edmonton 

Rogers,  James,  35  Queen's  Park  Road,  Brighton 

Roper,  William  Isaac, 3  Methley  Street,  Kennington,  Loiidou,  S.E. 

Roscce,  Sarah  Agnes,  West  Hill,  Heauor,  Derbyshire 

Rotherham,  Charles  John,  82  Grosvtnor  Street,  London,  W. 

Royle,  Edward,  38  Prussia  Street,  Oldham  Road,  Manchester 

Rusliton,  William,  57  Devonport  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  London,  W. 

Russel,  Thomas  Gregory,  Market  Place,  Whittlesea 

Russell,  Charles  Roberts,  88  East  Street,  Walworth,  Loudon,  S.E. 

Sanderson,  Henry,  37  High  Grove,  Manchester 

Sarjeant,  Alfred,  "Melrose,"  Durham  Road,  E.  Finchley,  Loudon,  X. 

Savege,  Ernest,  50  Blanket  Row,  Hull 

Scholes,  James  Spencer,  2  Duflield  Road,  Derby 

Sewell,  Maurice,  38  South  Street.  Exeter 

Sewell,  Willhm,  The  Lodge,  Wadsley,  near  Sheffield 

Sewelsou.  David,  117  Rochdale  Road,  Manchester 

Sharp,  Edward  Keighley,  Ma'lborough  Street,  Leicester 
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Slierwin,  William  Bakewell,  18  Queen  Street,  Derby 
Shillito,  William  John,  4  Monk  Bar,  York 
Shirtliff,  Franci",  Kingston-on-Thames 
Simmons,  John  Sheen,  Thame,  Oxon 

Simpson,  Alex.  Tweedie,  New  Delaval,  Newsham,  Northnrnberlsnd 

Simpson,  James,  103  Talbot  Road,  Bayswater.  London,  W. 

Skirving,  Alexander,  273  New  City  Road,  Glasgow 

Smith,  Nathan,  Highbridge,  Somerset 

Smith,  Peter,  Albert  House,  Appletor,  Wi  lnes 

Snow,  William  Jackson,  College  Road,  Higharn  Ferrers 

Suowball,  Henry,  1  Royalty  Road,  I'.ishopwaarmouth,  Sunderland 

Spink,  Arthur  Bowman,  3  Marsham  Street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 

Spink,  Harry  Laiug,  76  York  Street,  Westminster.  London.  S.W. 

Squire,  Frederick  John  Gripps,  1C9  Stouetield  Terrace,  Hastings 

Stanton,  Leonard  William,  5  Gowsr  Street,  London,  W.C. 

Stedman,  Charles  Richard,  19  Oakley  Square,  Cainden  Town,  London,  N.W. 

Stephens,  George  Thomas,  50  Berry  Street,  Liverpool 

Stevenson,  James,  14  Ba^inghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Stott,  Ernest  Lucius,  46  Green  Street,  Warrington 

Stubbing,  Henry.  51  Bridge  Street,  Briggs,  Lanes 

Sutton,  Henry,  32  Sun  Street,  Finsbury  Square,  Loudon,  E.C. 

Tebbs,  Richard,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  Leeds 

Thorn,  Robert,  113  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow 

Thomas,  Archibald,  2  Burystead  Plac?,  Wellingborough. 

Thomas,  Ernest  Loydwick,  47  Pendre,  Cardigan 

Thomas,  Frederick,  Bridge  Street,  Eresham 

Thompson,  Alfou-:o   de    Lamaniue,    Church    S'rett,  Haydon  Bridge, 
Northumberland 

Thompson,  Art'r.ur,  146  Upp3r  Richmond  Road,  Putney,  London,  S.W. 

Thomson,  Archibald,  Lockerbie,  N.B. 

Thorley,  Walter,  36  Rosebery  Square,  London,  E.C. 

Tipton,  John,  St.  George"s,  Wellington,  Salop 

Todd,  Joseph,  64  London  Road,  Carlisle  * 

Townsend,  William  Alfred,  3  Lansdown  Road,  Stapletou  Roid,  Bristol 

Trevaskis.  George  Matrack,  1  Clifton  Terrace,  Ne.vlju,  Penzance 

Turner,  Ernest,  12  Moni.ery  Road,  Junction  Roa(,  London.  N. 

Walker,  Henry,  513  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  London.  S.W. 

Walker,  Henry  James,  94  Harrow  Road,  London,  \V. 

Wallis,  Herbert  Boyd,  Orsstt,  near  Romford,  Ei-ex 

Wallis,  Willhm  Hubson,  3  Postern  Street,  Nottingham 

Ward,  Johu,  35  Nonnanton  Street,  Derby 

Ward,  Thomas,  Higham  Ferrers,  Northamptonshire 

Warrington,  Charles  Bower,  Sambrook  Hall,  Wem,  S  dop 

Watling,  Arthur,  Jacobus  Building,  Mont  Clair,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A. 

Watson,  Alexander,  Cambuslang,  Glasgow 

Watts,  Francis  Wapshare,  St,  Mary's  Road,  Portsmouth 

Webb,  Frederic's  B.-ooks,  Hazjldean,  Chatfield  Road,  West  Croydon 

Webster,  Frederick  Win.,  Whitstable,  Kent 

Welsh,  Thomas,  78  Queen  Street,  Edinburgh 

Wheeler,  Charles,  Red  Lion  Street,  Redditch,  Worcestershire 

White,  Samuel  Banfleld,  8  Church  Lan»,  Hendon 

Whitehead,  John,  132  Waterloo  Road,  Cl^etham.  Manchister 

Whitelam,  Richard,  Long  Sutton 

Whiteside,  Rebecca,  67  North  Street,  Hull 

Whitewood,  John,  7  Groom's  Hill,  Greenw:ch,  London,  S.E. 

Wrlliams,  Johu  Aldersea,  New  Chester  Road,  B.ouiburough 

Williams,  Nathalie],  New  Canal,  Salisbury 

Williamson,  John,  Anur.n,  Dumfriesshire 

Wilson,  Richvrd  Henry.  33  NettaerSeld  Road,  Netherfielrl,  Nottinghira 

Wilson,  Samuel  King,  38  Duke  Street,  Manchester  Square,  London,  W. 

Witheringtun.  Thomas  Jas,  8  Foregate  Street,  Worcester 

Wokes,  George,  2  Cur  Lane,  Hull 

Wolstenholme,  A'fred,  94  Arundel  Street,  Sheffield 

Wolstenholme,  John,  Knowsley  Street,  Bury,  Lanes 

Wolstenholme,  John,  jun.,  Knowsley  Street,  Burj,  Lanes 

Wood,  Divid  Moffat,  34  Brunswick  Terrace,  Gros/enor  Park,  Lo:doD,  S.E. 

Wood,  John,  Studley,  Warwickshire 

Wood,  Thomas,  7  Cheapside,  Bolton,  Lanes 

Woodhouse,  William,  10  Cleveland  Square,  Liverpool 

Woodstock,  Charles  Edmund,  Brad'ey  Green,  near  Congleton 

Woodward,  Edward,  94  Varna  Road.  Edgbaston,  Birmingham 

Wyatt,  Thomas.  2  Somerset  Placs,  Gloucester. 

Young,  Dewar,  Berkhamsted,  Herts 


Xegai  fSepocts, 

"SOLIO"  FOR  PHOTOGRAPHIC- PAPER-A 
DESCRIPTIVE  WORD. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Saturday  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich 
decided  an  appeal  by  the  Eastman  Photographic  Materials 
Company  (Limited)  from  a  decision  of  the  Comptroller-General 
refusing  thtir  application  to  register  the  word  "  solio  "  as  a 
trade-mark  in  connection  with  photc  graphic  printing-paper.  I 


The  refusal  was  ba^ed  on  the  ground  that  "  solio "  was  a 
word  "  having  reference  to  the  chatacter  or  quality  of  the 
goods  "within  section  10  (e)  of  the  Patents,  Designs,  and 
Trade  Marks  Act,  1888, 

Mr.  Justice  Kekjwich  said  that  if  tb.3  application  was 
granted  it  must  be  by  a  higher  Ccmt,  and  for  this  reason  : 
It  was  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  public — and 
particularly  of  that  portion  of  itinteiested  in  trade-marks 
— that  there  should  be  a  continuity  in  the  decisions  and  the 
practice  in  the  Comptroller's  Office.  It  appeared  that  for 
many  years  the  office  bad  persistently  reiused  to  register 
any  device  of  the  san,  or  any  woids  indicating  the  sun,  in 
connection  with  p'actcgrapbic  apparatus.  Bur,  apart  from 
that,  his  Lordship  was  of  opinion  that  the  Comptroller  bad 
been  perfectly  ri,jht  in  bis  refusal.  The  word  "solio," 
whether  pronounced  ':  so-lio  "  or  "  sol-lio,"  connoted  the  idea 
of  the  sun.  It  was  known  that  sunlight  was  an  essential 
element  in  the  process  of  photographic  printing,  and  thus 
a  connection  was  indicated  between  the  word  and  the 
subject  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied;  that  is  to  say,  in 
using  the  word  "  sol-io "  there  was  seme  reference  to  the 
character  of  the  goods.  The  Comptroller  was  right  in 
refusing  to  register  the  word,  and  the  appeal  must  be  dis- 
missed with  costs. 


SALE    OF    FOOD    AND    DRUG3  ACT. 

SULPH.  SOBLIM.  FOR  SULPH.  PfiECIP. 

At  the  Heanor  Petty  Sessions,  on  Monday  last,  before  a 
lull  bench  of  Magistrates-,  Mr.  Huish,  the  Magistrates'  Clerk, 
submitted  an  application  on  bshaif  of  Captain  Sandys, 
Inspector  under  trie  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  ths  County  of 
Derby,  asking  the  Beech  to  state  a  case  on  the  point  of  law- 
on  which  the  Magistrates.'  decision  at  the  last  Court  was. 
based  in  his  action  against  Mr.  D.  0.  Simpson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Heanor,  tor  selling  J  lb.  of  precipitated  sulphur, 
which,  it  was  alleged  by  witnesses,  including  the  county 
analyst,  Mr.  White,  had  been  adulterated.  The  case  was 
reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Dkuggist  a  foitnight  since, 
and  was  dismissed.  Mr.  Huish  pointed  out  that  if  the 
Bench  would  be  willing  for  the  case  to  be  reopened  it  might 
be  more  satisfactory  to  both  parties.  Mr.  W.  Smith,  one  of 
the  Magistrates,  ejected  strongly  to  this  course.  It  was 
not  a  case  of  fraud,  or  one  in  which  the  purchaser  was 
prejudiced.  No  injury  was  done.  There  ought  to  be 
justice  as  well  as  law.  He  came  there  to  administer  jastice 
as  well  as  law.  Tae  Chairman  (Mr.  E  W.  S  Sitwell)  re- 
marked that  if  the  case  was  reopened,  and  decided  against 
justice,  they  wouli  have  a  difficulty  in  settling  similar 
cases,  as  there  was  a  majority  of  the  Magistrates  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Simpson  at  the  hearing.  Mr.  Huish  argued  that  it 
would  be  more  satisfactory  for  the  case  to  be  reopened,  as 
Captain  Sandys  was  not  professionally  represented  at  the 
hearing.  Mr.  T.  Maj  field  (another  Magistrate)  objected, 
on  the  ground  that  the  case  was  dismissed  for  the  sake 
of  justice,  but,  after  privately  considering  the  matter,  the 
Bench  decided  to  state  a  case.  An  appeal  is  theiefore' 
being  entered. 


Is  Linseed  meal  a  Dbug  ? 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Dhision  of  the  High  Court  in  Ireland 
on  November  10,  before  Mr.  Justice  O'Brien,  Mr.  Justice 
Johnson,  Mr.  Justice  Gibson,  atd  Mr.  Justice  Madden,  a 
case  was  opened  in  which  the  question  of  whether  linseed- 
meal  is  a  drug  was  raised.  This  was  a  case  stated  by  the 
Magistrates  of  Petty  Sessions  at  Killeshandra,  co.  Cavan.. 
On  July  16  last  the  appellant,  James  McCann,  a  grocer,  was 
fined  10s.  and  Is.  costs  for  selling  as  linseed-meal  an  article- 
which  Sir  Charles  Cameron  certified  to  be  a  debased  article, 
as  it  contained  only  8  96  per  cent,  of  oil  instead  of  35  per 
cent.,  which  pure  linseed  meal  contains,  and  as  it  was  also 
adulterated  with  at  least  15  per  cent,  of  foreign  farinaceous 
matter.  The  certificate  added  that  the  article  was  medi- 
cinally used,  and  should  consist  of  pure  ground  liDseed ;  but 
the  sample  was  a  mixture  of  lit  seed-cake  from  which  nearly 
all  the  oil  had  been  expressed. 

Mr.  P.  Law  Smith,  on  behalf  of  the  appellant,  now  argued 
that  if  the  Court  should  hold  that  linseed-meal  was  a  drug, 
the  effect  would  be  to  prohibit  the  tale  of  the  article  tint 
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was  used  for  cattle-feeding.  He  submitted  that  "  linseed- 
meal"  was  a  general  term,  which  applied  equally  to  the 
crushed  cake  and  to  the  crushed  linseed  from  which 
poultices  were  made.  The  appellant,  an  ordinary  grocer, 
was  in  the  habit  of  selling  the  article  in  question  for  cattle- 
feeding.  The  inspector  did  not  say  tbar,  he  wanted  meal 
for  cattle-feeding  or  meal  for  poultices;  and  therefore  the 
onus  lay  upon  the  complainant  of  showing  that  what  was 
served  to  him  was  a  drug.  The  only  definition  given  of  a  drug 
in  the  Act  was  this  :  "  Drug  includes  medicine  for  internal 
or  external  use." 

Mr.  Morphy,  instructed  by  Sir  Patiick  Coll.  Chief  Crown 
Solicitor,  Irelatd,  appeared  in  support  of  the  conviction ; 
and  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Morphj's  argument  the  case  was 
adjourned. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

A  Chemist  and  his  Labels. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Wednesday,  before  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr,  Mr.  Nathan  Defries,  18  Barbican,  B.C., 
sought  to  recover  4/  8s.  bd.  for  prioticg  "Bath-salt"  labels 
for  Mr.  J.  L.  Sjkes,  chemist,  75  High  Street,  Plumstead. 
The  defendant  said  he  had  refused  to  pay  because  the  labels 
were  not  printed  on  the  paper  ordered.  He  sent  the 
plaintiff  a  bronze-bine  paper,  and  told  him  he  wanted  the 
labels  printed  on  that  paper.  They  had  not  given  him 
the  right  colour.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  the  paper 
handed  to  him  by  the  defendant  as  having  been  supplied 
appeared  to  be  blue.  The  plaintiff  said  there  were  different 
shades  of  bronze-blue.  The  defendant  passed  the  paper  as 
correct,  and  they  then  printed  his  labels.  He  told  the 
defendant  he  could  not  supply  exactly  the  same  colour  as 
the  specimen,  but  that  he  would  get  as  near  to  it  as  possible. 
The  defendant :  They  wrote  and  said  it  was  the  paper  which 
had  flown,  and  that  it  had  taken  the  colour  with  it  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr  said  if  the  defendant  liked  to  try  to 
satisfy  a  jury  of  his  objection,  be  might.  The  defendant 
said  be  would.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he  would  give 
the  defendant  three  days  to  think  the  matter  over.  If  he 
did  not  move  in  the  matter  by  then,  judgment  would  follow 
as  a  matter  of  course  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  with  costs. 


Summary  Dismissal. 

In  the  Wandsworth  County  Court  on  Monday,  in  the  case  of 
Kennedy  v.  Wade,  the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  a  week's 
wages  in  lieu  of  notice  from  the  defendant,  a  wholesale 
chemist.  The  plaintiff  said  he  was  engaged  without  any 
stipulation  as  to  notice,  but  after  being  in  the  defendant's 
employ  for  some  time  he  was  discharged  without  wages  or 
notice.  He  was  aware  that  a  printed  notice  was  posted  in 
the  warehouse  to  the  effect  that  engagements  could  be 
terminated  on  either  side  without  any  notice,  but  he  con- 
tended that  it  did  not  apply  to  clerks  in  the  office. 

Judge  Bristow  said  the  plaintiff  failed,  and  gave  judgment 
for  the  defendant. 


SPIRIT   IN  HERB-BEER. 

Petes  Bennett,  herbalist,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  wa3  sum- 
moned by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  on  November  5,  for 
selling  beer  without  a  licence.  The  article  in  question  was 
known  as  hop-ale.  To  4  gallons  of  water  he  used  2  lbs.  of 
sugar,  1  cz  of  hops,  2  oz  of  ginger,  and  f  oz.  of  yeast.  The 
sample  taken  by  the  Revenue  officer  contained  4  7  of  proof 
spirit.  Fined  5s.  6d.  and  costs,  11.  Is.  being  allowed  for  the 
analyst. 


At  Huddersfield  on  the  previous  day  Harry  Steel,  who  had 
sold  ginger-beer  containing  4  2  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  was 
fined  20s.  and  7s.  costs. 


At  Thornaby-on-Tees  on  November  9,  William  Thwaites, 
hetb-beer  seller,  was  fined  2.1.  and  9s.  6d  costs  for  selling 
herb- beer  containing  3  4  p?r  cent,  of  p'oof  spirit. 


flew  CompaMee  an&  Company 


Budgen  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  60,000/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale 
and  retail  groceis,  &c,  patent-medicine  dealers,  atd  general 
store  keepers,  carried  on  at  Maidenhead  as  "  John  Budgen," 
at  Egham  and  Englefield  Green  as  "  E.  Budgen  &  Son,"  at 
Windsor  as  "  Sidney  Budgen,"  at  High  Street,  Kensington, 
as  "  Budgen  &  Son,"  and  at  Staines  as  "  E.  Budgen  &  Son." 

"Vobis"  (Limited).  —  Capital  5,000/,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  the  Blooms- 
bury  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited),  at  55  Gloucester 
Street,  Bloomsbury,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  cattle 
dealers  and  raisers,  slaughterers,  fellmongers,  atd  manufac- 
turers of  atd  dealers  in  sauces,  jams,  pickles,  preserved  and 
bottled  fruits  and  vegetables,  extracts  ot  meat,  &c.  Registered 
without  articles  of  association. 

New  Carbide  Syndicate  (Limited)  — Capital  2  400/.* 
in  101.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire,  develop,  and  turn  to 
account  a  certain  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  carbide  of 
calcium,  or  other  chemicals  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
acetylene  gas,  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  John  H.  H. 
Dancan,  and  to  cany  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  and. 
exporters  of,  and  dealers  in,  pharmaceutical,  medicinal, 
chemical,  industrial,  and  other  preparations,  compounds,  and 
drugs.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

J.  &  J.  Cunningham  (Limited).— Capital  240,000/ ,  in 
12,000  ordinary  and  12,000  preference  shares  of  10/.  each. 
Established  to  purchase  and  cany  on  the  business  of  J.  &  J. 
CanniDgham,  manufacturers  of  sulphuric  and  other  acids, 
artificial  manures,  &c,  Salamander  Street,  Leiih.  The  first 
subsciibers  are: — Andrew  Usher,  distiller,  Edinburgh;  St. 
Clair  Cunningham,  merchant,  Leith ;  Adam  P.  Cross,  mer- 
chant, Leith;  Wm.  Cunningham,  merchant,  Leith;  Robert 
Cross,  merchant,  Leith;  Wm.  Blair,  LL  B  ,  Edinburgh ;  and 
George  Anderson,  C  A  ,  Edinburgh.  The  first  directors  are: — 
St.  Clair  Cunningham,  Adam  Paterson  Cross,  Wm.  Cunning- 
ham, Robert  Cross,  and  Andrew  Usher.  The  registered 
office  is  at  44  Bernard  Street,  Leith. 


A  &F.  Peabs  (Limited). — The  profits  of  this  company  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  were  70,368/ ,  which  figure 
compared  with  65,002/  for  the  previous  jear.  After  paying 
5  per  cent,  on  the  debentuie  stock  and  6  per  cent,  on  pre- 
ference shares,  10  per  cent,  remained  for  the  ordinary  shares 
and  10  per  cent,  for  the  deferred  shares,  leaving  5  000/.  to  be 
carried  to  reserve  and  5,000/.  to  be  carried  forward. 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited). — Toe  annual  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  in  Idris  &  Co.  (Limited)  was  held  at  the, 
registered  offices,  Camden  Town,  on  November  11,  Mr.  T 
H.  W.  Idris,  J.P.,  L.C.C.,  in  the  chair.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  and  included  a  number  of  the  leading 
chemists  in  London.  The  chairman  mentioned  the  death 
of  Mr.  J.  Hughes,  C  C  ,  one  ot  the  director  tf  the  company, 
which  had  occurred  since  the  last  annual  meeting,  and 
moved  a  resolution  recording  regret  at  the  loss  of  his  valued 
services,  and  expressing  sympathy  with  Mrs.  Hughes.  Tbis 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Isaiah  Bourdas,  and  carried.  The  chair- 
man then  read  and  commented  on  the  report  and  balance- 
sheet,  which  showed  a  considerable  increase  of  business, 
a  large  accession  of  customers,  and  a  corresponding  increase 
in  profits.  He  mentioned  that  during  the  past  two  jears  the 
business  had  doubled.  Dividends  of  6,  7,  and  10  per  cent, 
were  declared  on  the  various  classes  of  shares.  The  Reserve 
Fund  was  made  up  to  16,000/  ;  the  Sinking  Fund  was 
added  to  according  to  the  calculations  of  the  auditors  ;  the 
Profit-sharing  Fund  was  increased,  and  a  considerable  sum 
carried  forward.  The  chairman  said  the  balance-sheet 
would  justify  a  larger  dividend,  but  it  was  generally  felt  by 
the  directors,  and  concurred  in  by  the  shareholders,  that  the 
Reserve  Fund  should  be  equal  to  that  of  the  goodwill  before 
any  increase  in  the  dividend  should  be  recommended. 
Messrs.  A.  J.  Hill,  Vellacott  &  Co.,  were  re-elected  auditors, 
and  Mr.  Hill,  in  acknowledging  the  election,  expressed  his 
conviction  that  the  company  was  in  a  very  healthy  condition- 
Votes  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  directors  were  passed. 
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LYCE 


TRADE 
MARK. 


1  SANITAS "   EUCALYPTUS  PREPARATIONS. 
Kingzett's  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugators, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric  Bactericide,     Eucalyptus  Oils. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets:  "Okol"  and  "Oreocide"  Fluids  and 
Powders ;  Chloride  of  Zinc  :  Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps  ;  Soluble 
Oarbolated  Creosote ;  Moth  Paper  ;  Weed  Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  UNI. 

BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  E. 


BEFORE  CONTRACTING  FOR 

WINTER  SUPPLIES 


PLEASE  GET  OUR  PRICES. 


JOHN  MOSS 


COY 


ELLIS' 


"The  water  is  of  exquisite 
organic  purity,  and  the 
quality  of  the  gas  is  excel- 
lent."— J.  Alfred  Wanklyn, 
M.R.O.S.,  Prof,  of  Ohem. 


''Absolutely  Pure."— 
A.  TJRE,  M.D.,  F.R.S., 
L.  Thompson,  M.R.S., 
Analytical  Chemists. 


TABL 

WATER 


Sole  Address —  [2] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 


THE  OLDEST  ENGLISH  t  AMERICAN  CHEMIST 
In  PARIS  (founded  1608) 

BOIS SY  ""GAL L O IS 

2,  Place  Venddme,  Corner  of  rue  St-Honore 

would  undertake  one  or  two  additional  , 
agencies  for  patent  Medicines.  Sundries,  etp; 
Spcolal  connexion  amongst  Doctors 

in' Paris  &  Provinces.  y,;. v. ;/.': a 


PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  SMRKS 


Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
free  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advics 
as  to  Infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY— 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FK7BNIVAL   STBEET,  E.C. 


Non-Freezing    gtt  Zero,, 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 

Tha  Finast  Medicinal  Oil  made. 
In  25  =  GaIlon  Tin  =  Lined  Barrels  only. 

PRICE    AND  SAMPLE— 

KNOWLES  k  PHILLIPS,  47  Minories,  London. 


Galen  Works,  Wilson  Street,  LONDON,  S.E. 

OD  LIVER  OIL 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

(HOME,   FOREIGN,   AND  COLONIAL.) 

/Ho d q i*ci  1 1»  I  n  e  1  iisivo  F(?(>.s. 

^SEARCHES,    REPORTS,  DESIGNS. 
B.  BROWNE.  Ld  ,  163.  Queen  Victoria  St  Ji.i 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN  S 

SODA-WATER, 

monade,  Ginger  Ale, 

BREWED  GINGER-BEER, 

&c,  ice. 

Manufaetory-ARDWICK    GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


HORLICK'S 


ALTED 

FOR 

Infstmim  m  Invalids 


39    Snow    Mill,  E.C. 


"  ITROSYL.  gentlemen,  as  I  need 
scarcely  remind  you,  was  introduced  by 
Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  of 
Holloway,  the  well-known  makers  of 
FLETCHER'S 

CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS." 


THE  GENERAL,  MEDICAL  COUNCIL 
ELECTION. 

Medical  practitioners,  or,  at  least,  those  of  them  who 
interest  themselves  in  the  political,  or,  as  they  are  themselves 
pleased  to  term  them,  the  ethical  questions  of  their  profes- 
sion, are  just  cow  excited  in  anticipation  of  the  quinquennial 
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election  of  direct  representatives  to  the  Medical  Council.  To 
be  a  member  of  the  G  eneral  Medical  Council  is  certainly  a 
great  honour,  and  the  position  canies  with  it  emoluments  at 
the  rate  of  five  guineas  per  diem,  say  100Z  a  year,  plus 
sundry  perquisites  by  way  of  fees  for  serving  on  committees, 
travelling  expenses.  &c.  That  the  honour  is  becoming 
appreciated  is  evident  from  the  exceptional  vigour  wish 
which  the  election  is  being  fought  this  year. 

The  contest  affords  an  opportunity  of  gauging  the  opinion 
of  the  profession  on  sundry  interesting  questions.  Each 
candidate  naturally  seeks  to  outbid  his  rivals  in  the  en- 
deavour to  wrest  reluctant  votes,  and  loud  are  the  promises 
of  restrictions  to  be  imposed,  of  interests  to  be  defended, 
and  of  prosecutions  to  be  instituted.  Why,  indeed,  should 
they  not  be  liberal  in  their  promises?  The  successful  candi- 
dates run  no  risk  of  being  brought  to  book  for  non-fulfilment 
of  pre-election  engagements,  for  as  there  are  only  five 
directly  elected  representatives  (three  fjr  England,  s=nd  ore 
each  for  Ireland  and  Scotland)  out  of  some  thirty-five 
members  of  ths  Couacil,  their  puny  attempts  to  introduce 
radical  reforms  are  sire  to  fail  when  confronted  with  the 
solid  phalanx  of  the  Conservative  representatives  of  purely 
corporative  or  Crown  interests. 

Medical  Aid  Associations. 

The  election  addresses  make  it  clear  that  the  burning 
question  in  medical  circles  is  that  of  "  medical-aid  "  associa- 
tions— commercial  undertakings  for  supplying  medical  attend- 
ance on  co-operative  principles.  It  is  evident  that  if  rich  and 
poor  alike  can  secure  the  services  of  a  properly  qualified 
doctor  for  such  a  trifling  sum  as  two  or  three  shilling?  a 
year  private  practice  on  independent  lines  will  become  an 
impossibility,  the  more  so  because  these  association?,  owing  no 
allegiance  to  the  General  Medical  Coancil,  can,  with  impunity 
and  success,  resort  to  broadcast  advertisement  and  touting 
such  as  would  not  be  tolerated  on  the  part  of  an  individual 
practitioner.  The  professional  opinion  on  this  question  is,  of 
course,  unanimous,  and  if,  by  an  edict  of  excommunication 
against  the  doctors  who  deliberately  a  ccept  posts  under  these 
conditions,  the  associations  could  be  stamped  out  of  exist- 
ence, their  shrift  would  be  short  But  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  any  such  sweeping  measure  are  numerous  and  great, 
for  the  Council  can  only  formulate  general  "resolutions," 
and  so  far  no  means  have  been  discovered  of  attacking 
this  particular  variety  of  unprofessional  conduct  without 
catching  in  the  disciplinary  meshe3  fishes  whom  no  one 
wishes  to  interfere  with.  If,  for  instance,  (hi  Council 
declares  the  practice  of  contracting  for  medical  attendance 
en  bloc  to  be  •'  unprofessional,"  then  club  and  wotks  doctors 
come  under  the  ban  If  medical  men  be  forbidden  to  hire 
themselves  to  commercial  companies,  than  the  medical 
officers  of  life-assurance  companies  would  have  to  be 
disbarred.  In  fact,  the  more  one  studies  the  question  the 
more  difficult  does  it  appear  for  the  Medical  Council  to  inter- 
vene effectively  in  the  direction  of  restricting  the  liberty  of 
contract  between  medical  men  and  the  public. 

Registration  op  Midwives. 
Question  No.  2  concerns  the  training  and  recognition  of 
midwives.  Doctors  have  no  objection  to  midwives  being 
trained,  but  they  object  most  strongly  to  their  acquiring  any 
legal  status.  Attendance  on  Ijing-in  women  is  the  mainstay 
of  most  practitioners,  and  the  creation  of  a  body  of  woman 
able  and  willing  to  undertake  those  duties  would  reduce  a 
large  proportion  of  medical  practitioners  to  bankruptcy. 
Here  the  interests  of  the  public,  especially  of  the  poorer 
classes,  are  in  direct  conflict  with  those  of  the  profession, 
for  the  ignoranca  of  the  average  monthly-nurse  of  the 


present  day  is,  as  the  Germans  say,  "colossal."  Drawn 
from  a  low  and  uneducated  class,  unprovided  with  any,  or 
but  the  most  perfunctory,  special  training,  and  ignorant  of 
the  advantages  of  scrupulous  cleanliness,  she  is,  indeed,  an 
assistant  to  be  feared  and  avoided.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  better  class  of  women,  equipped  with  a  minimum  but 
sufficient  amount  of  technical  knowledge,  be  provided,  then 
— at  lea't,  so  doctors  think — adieu  to  all  possible  private 
practice. 

Prescribing  Chemists. 

Last,  bat  not  least,  there  is  the  doctors'  bugbear — the 
prescribing  chemist.  If  he  could  only  be  got  ai  his  fate 
would  be  sad  indeed,  and  numerous  are  the  suggestions  for 
eradicating  this  malfeasant  animal  from  their  midst.  "  Some 
thing  must  be  done  "  with  him  is  the  perenni-il  cry,  and  the 
clamour  rises  for  some  new  legislation,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  a  statute  alreidy  exists  which,  as  interpreted, 
makes  chemists  prescribing  illegal.  This,  however,  even  the 
Medical  Defence  Union  dare  not  invoke  too  freely,  and  the 
usual  conclusion  is  an  appeal  to  the  counter-prescriber  to  be 
good  enough  to  annihilate  himself. 

The  Ingush  Candidates. 

There  are  ten  candidates  for  the  three  English  represen- 
tative seats  on  the  Council.  Only  one  of  the  present  direct 
representatives,  Dr  Glover,  of  London,  offers  himself  for  re- 
election. Dr.  Glover  is  known  as  the  Lancet  candidate, 
for  it  i3  mainly  owing  to  the  influence  of  that  journal  that 
he  has  so  far  succeeied  in  gaining  and  retaining  his  seat. 
He  is  a  good  representative  of  the  general  practitioner,  not 
far  enough  removed  from  the  active  straggle  for  existence 
to  be  oblivioas  of  the  fact  that,  under  existing  circumstances, 
the  doctor's  life  is  not  a  happy  one.  He  has  a  somewhat 
rugged  way  of  urging  his  points  that  concords  well  with  an 
expressive,  if  somewhat  homely,  physiognomy,  and  by  his 
conciliatory  attitude  h9  has  succeeded  in  preserving  a 
measure  of  popularity  among  his  fellow  members  on  the  one 
hand,  and  his  constituents  on  the  other.  Dr.  Glover 
guardedly  declares  himself  against  medical-aid  associations, 
and,  in  the  matter  of  midwives'  registration,  has  made  a  bold 
attempt  to  reconcile  the  interests  of  the  goat  and  the  cabb3ge, 
for  he  seeks  to  disarm  the  opposition  of  his  fellow- 
practitioners  by  introducing  certain  restrictions,  alias  safe- 
guards. He  heartily  agrees  that  there  is  room  for  improve- 
ment in  the  Medical  Acts  with  regard  to  the  punishment  of 
wrongdoers,  and  proclaims  that  "  until  the  penal  c'auses 
are  made  more  effective  the  profession  and  the  public  cannot 
be  protected  against  the  grossest  frauds  and  the  greatest 
injustice." 

Dr.  Rentoal,  of  Liverpool,  a  busy  practitioner,  with  a 
striking  and  suavely  aggressive  personality,  by  dint  of  per- 
sistent effort  has  been  maiu'y,  if  not  exclusively,  instru- 
mental in  checkmating  all  attempts  to  create  what  ha  calls 
"  an  inferior  order  oE  midwifery  practitioners  "  by  legislative 
enactment.  His  efforts  in  this  direction  have  made  his  name 
and  opinions  familiar.  Ha  comas  forward  with  a  "  schedale 
of  improvements "  comprising  no  fewer  than  seventeen 
items— a  pretty  heavy  cargo  for  a  reformer  be  he  never  so 
energetic.  But  if  each  reform-pallet  brings  down  its  voting- 
bird,  the  programme,  from  ai  ele  ;t;onee'iQg  point  of  view, 
will  have  been  a  good  ons.  Hi  declares  himself  against  the 
recognition  of  any  midwifery  practitioners  ot'oer  than  duly 
qualified  men  and  women  under  the  eiisting  Acts.  Ha 
would  like  to  see  Poor-law  in5rmarias  opened  to  senior 
students  for  educational  purposes,  and  he  is  opposed  to> 
"medical  aid  and  other  underpaid  medical  appointments. 
There  is  a  delicious  comprehensiveness  abcut  the  latter  part 
of  this  phrase.    He  would  like  to  see  revived  the  abandoned 
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apprenticeship  system,  coupling  it  with  increased  stringency 
of  the  preliminary  examinations  as  the  readiest  means  of 
remedying  overcrowding  in  the  profession.  He  further 
advocates  "the  one-portal  system"  of  medical  qualification, 
but  this  otherwise  commendable  project  is  not  just  now  a 
Vordre  du  jour,  nor  is  it  likely  to  become  so  as  long  as 
corporate  interests  on  the  Council  can  frustrate  all  efforts  in 
that  direction.  He  would  make  it  a  penal  offence  to  practise 
any  branch  of  medicine  for  gain  without  being  registered  ; 
he  would  (were  he  the  Legislature)  repeal  or  amend  the 
Patent-medicine  Stamp  Act ;  and  he  is  in  favour  of  limiting 
the  unauthorised  redispensing  of  prescriptions.  We  have 
not  exhausted  his  schedule,  but  space  does  not  allow  of  our 
discussing  the  other  items. 

Mr.  George  Brown,  of  London,  is  a  Cornishman  who  carries 
the  broad  shoulders  and  sturdy  unflinching  oratory  of  his 
county  into  the  arena  of  medical  politics.  He  has  for  pretty 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  been  connected  with  medical 
journalism  in  one  form  or  another.  He  was  "  in  at  the  death  " 
when  the  once  popular  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  decom- 
posed ;  he  carried  on  single-handed  for  many  years  the 
Students'  Journal  which  has  now  merged  into  or  become  the 
Medical  Times  and  Hospital  Gazette.  He  his  had  a  finder 
in  the  pie  in  pretty  well  every  medical-defenee  scheme  and 
medical- reform  association  which  has  strutted  its  little  hour 
before  the  profession  before  being  laid  to  rest.  His  melo- 
dramatic speeches  have  for  years  been  part  of  the  intellectual 
fare  whenever  burning  questions  of  medical  ethics  or  medical 
practice  were  being  publicly  discussed.  He  lacks  the 
diplomatic  tact  which  is  required  to  find  himself  always  with 
the  majority  ;  but  he  is  at  his  best  with  a  hostile  audience, 
when  a  powerful  voice  and  dogged  o'ostinac/  are  pitted 
against  impatience  or  the  clamour  of  disturbel  vested 
interests.  Mr.  Brown  is  not  a  man  for  half-measures,  he 
would,  with  a  firm  hand,  suppress  every  form  of  quackery 
and  unqualified  practice  ;  and  would  do  his  best  to  make  it 
impossible  for  medical-aid  associations  to  obtain  the  services 
of  registered  practitioners.  He  opposes  the  reeognition  by 
Parliament  of  midwives  as  independent  practitioners,  and  he 
would  aim  to  secure  an  increase  in  the  number  of.  direct 
representatives  on  the  General  Medical  Council,  if  only  to 
raise  the  stmdard  of  the  preliminary  examinations. 

Dr.  Thomas  Dolan  is  a  Catholic  practitioner  of  Halifax 
who  ha9  always  had  more  or  les3  connection  with  medical 
journalism.  Long  since  he  contributed  to  and  partly  edited 
the  Medical  Press  and  Circular,  but  of  late  years  his  name 
has  been  more  generally  known  as  the  editor  of  the  recently- 
deceased  Provincial  Medical  Journal.  When  Messrs. 
Richardson  k.  Co.,  of  L^icister,  decided  to  desist  from  edu- 
cating medical  men  by  the  aid  of  the  P.M.J ,  Dr.  D  olan  brought 
out  the  Scalpel.  Dr.  Dolan  has  the  reputation  of  a  hard- 
working and  level-headed  member  of  the  profession.  He  is 
running  on  his  own  merits;  most  of  the  candidates  are 
backed  by  associations  of  some  kind.  He  is  opposed  to  any 
Bill  that  would  give  too  much  power  to  midwives ;  in  fact, 
he  would  prefer  to  keep  the  monopoly  of  attending  confine- 
ments to  doctors,  calling  upon  the  Poor  Law  to  pay  when 
the  patient  lacks  the  means.  He  is  for  levelling-up  the 
standard  of  the  preliminary  examinations  to  that  of  the 
London  "  matric  ,"and  he  is  prepared  to  deal  with  medical- 
aid  associations  "  firmly  " — -whatever  that  may  amount  to. 
With  a  democratic  completeness  which  nobody  can  beat,  Dr. 
Dolan  would  have  the  Council  exclusively  composed  of  elected 
representatives. 

Mr.  Walter  Rivington,  a  metropolitan  surgeon,  does  not 
belong  to  the  ranks  of  the  general  practitioner,  though  he 
has  always  displayed  a  keen  interest  in  their  cause — witness 
his  attitude  in  the  struggle  of  the  members  of  the  College  of 


Surgeons  for  representation  on  the  Board  of  Management. 
Though  himself  a  Fellow  of  the  College,  he  has  all  along 
taken  an  active  part  in  advocating  the  cause  of  the  despised 
members.  Mr.  Rivington  is  backed  by  the  Association  of 
Fellows  and  the  Association  of  Members  of  the  College,  and 
though  he  did  not  appear  in  the  contest  until  comparatively 
lately,  his  popularity  is  likely  to  secure  for  bim  a  fair  thare 
of  support.  Mr.  Rivington  is  of  opinion  that  the  profession 
is  as  yet  inadequately  protected  against  the  encroachments 
of  quacks,  herbalists,  bone-setters,  counter -prescribing 
chemists,  and  others,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  rnnke  the 
law  more  direct  and  effective.  He,  too,  regrets  that  the  one- 
portal  scheme  remains  in  abeyance,  and  he  would  like  to  see 
the  Council  armed  with  greater  power  for  forcing  combina- 
tions among  the  numerous  licensing  bodies.  He  invokes 
the  assistance  of  the  Council  in  upholding  the  rights  of  that 
much-wronged  individuil,  Mr.  R.  B  Anderson.  He  would 
raise  the  status  of  all  examinations,  both  preliminary  and 
professional,  and  seeks  to  diminish  the  area  of  unqualified 

;  practice  and  hospital  abuse.  He  is  of  opinion  that  senior 
medical  students  might  advantageously  take  the  place  of  the 
ten  or  fifteen  thousand  ignorant  midwives,  and  this  is  his 
patent  solution  of  the  midwives'  problem. 

Dr.  F.  H  Alderson,  oE  Hammersmith,  is  a  practitioner  of 
over  thirty  years'  standing,  small  in  stature,  nervous  in 
demeanour,  who  has  written  and  spoken  a  good  deal  on  the 

I  grievances  of  the  general  practitioner,  including  the  com- 
petition of  the  cheap  dispensaries  and  the  abase  of  hospital 
out-patient  departments.  He  promises  to  do  his  bett  to 
amend  the  Medical  Ait3  in  conformity  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  present  day,  and  to  protect  the  profession 
from  the  threatened  invasion  of  midwives.  He  proclaims,  as 
a  "cardinal"  prinsip'e,  that  every  lying-in  woman  should  be 
able  to  command  the  services  of  a  duly  qualified  doctor,  and 
he  urges  that  doctors  ah>uld  decline  to  give  their  services 
to  any  aid  society  which  deducts  part  of  tbe  doctor's  salary 
to  increase  its  own  revenue.  He  propos  es  "  to  investigate 
and  take  step?  to  control "  the  very  obvious  abuses  of 
medical  charities,  and,  in  a  mild  way,  he  is  prepared  to 
champion  the  cause  of  the  downtrodden  general  prac- 
titioner. 

Dr.  Level  Drsge,  of  Hatfield,  is  a  thriving  country 
doctor,  whose  programme  does  not  differ  in  any  essential 
particular  from  those  already  described;  bat,  being  a  man 
of  athletic  fibre,  he  considers  that  "  difficulties  are  but  ob- 
stacles which  were  to  be  faced,  and  either  brushed  aside  or 
surmounted."  He  regards  the  G  M.C.  as  at  present  con- 
sticuted  to  be  unworthy  to  govern  a  noble  and  (un)united 
profession,  in  view  of  the  reluctance  shown  to  make  use  of 
the  penal  clau-e3  of  the  Medical  Acts.  He  would  like  to 
prevent  men  qualifying  and  registering  before  the  age  of  23, 
instead  of  21  a3  at  present.  With  regard  to  midwives,  he 
cautiously  opines  that  "something  must  be  done."  Dr. 
Drage  is,  we  believe,  the  father  of  the  mighty  Geoffrey  who 
overthrew  the  Gladstonian  Goliath  at  Derby  at  the  last 
General  Election — an  omen  of  some  influence. 

Dr.  Woodcock  is  a  J. P.  for  Manchester.  He  states,  in- 
genuously, that  he  personally  does  not  seek  office,  but  his 
friends  feel  most  strongly  that  he  ought  to  stand.  He  is 
ready  to  declare  war  on  the  vested  interests  "  which  out- 
weigh the  claims  of  the  general  practitioner,"  and  he  would 
try  to  increase  the  number  of  elected  members  of  Council, 
the  belter  to  rouse  to  action  that  "  august  and  lethargic" 
body.  He  would  like  to  forbid  the  issue  of  certificates  to 
midwives  by  the  Oostebrictl  Society,  but  he  concedes  the 
necessity  for  doing  something  to  train  midwif<jry  nurses. 

Mr.  Geo.  Jackson,  of  Plymouth,  addresses  the  "  ladies  and 
gentlemen  ''  on  the  register.    He  is  President  of  the  much- 
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tooted  "  Incorporated  Medical  Practitioners'  Association," 
and  as  such  he  is  willing  to  do  what  he  cm  "to  safe- 
guard the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  profession  at  large." 
He  would  hive  a'l  members  of  Council  elected,  he  would 
reinforce  and  extend  the  Council's  powers  to  deal  with 
quackery  and  unqualified  practice,  he  would  imposs  restric- 
tions in  respect  of  doctors  serving  medical  aid  societies,  and 
he  is  adverse  to  the  conversion  of  mid  wives  into  independent 
practitioners. 

At  the  la3t  moment,  just  b3fore  the  elective  auctioneer 
brings  down  his  hammer  on  the  favoured  heads,  another 
candidate  is  added  to  the  list.  "  Lot  X."  is  Dr.  E.  Diver,  of 
Kenley  (Surrey),  a  retired — or  at  any  rate  a  retiring — prac- 
titioner who  has  had  upwards  of  thirty-two  years'  experience 
as  a  poor-law  medical  officer.  It  is,  indeed,  with  the  object  of 
not  enjoying  his  well-earned  leisure  that  Dr.  Diver  wishes 
to  get  on  the  Council.  He  wants  the  number  of  "direct 
reps.  "  raised  to  ten  in  all.  He  proposes  several  alternative 
plans  of  dealing  with  unqualified  practice,  and  he  would  like 
the  Council,  after  due  consideration,  to  undertake,  and  even 
to  advance  funds  for,  the  defence  of  practitioners  accused 
of  serious  charges  implying  profes=ional  dishonour.  The 
Council  would  be  much  more  apt  to  inquire  into  the  matter 
with  quite  another  object  in  view.  He  would  give  medical- 
aid  societies  "every  d;scouragement,"  and  he  ingeniously 
shirks  the  responsibility  of  deciding  what  should  be  done  in 
respect  of  the  midwive3  on  to  the  Council,  "and  the  Council 
alone  " 

Scotland. 

The  present  representative  for  Scotland,  Dr.  William 
Brace,  offers  himself  for  re-election.  He  comes  from  Ding- 
wall, and  is  a  courtsous  and  able  representative.  He  will 
have  to  wrestle  for  his  seat  with  the  redoubtable  Dr.  Camp- 
bell Black,  that  fire-eating  Glasgow  malcontent,  whose  hand 
is  against  everybody  and  everything,  who  derides  the 
medical  deities  sacred  to  his  brethren,  and  spurns  the 
doctrines  which  tradition  ha3  endeared  to  them.  An  un- 
compromising eDemy  of  everything  that  he  (rightly  or 
wrongly)  labels  "  humbng,"  he  would  remorselessly  smite  his 
own  brother  in  the  interests  of  independence  of  thought 
and  libeity  of  action.  He  open'y  mocks  at  the  immortal 
Lister  and  his  anti-microbial  feats,  and  to  his  sarcasm  there 
is  no  end.  Dr.  Campbell  Black  is  a  man  of  strong  views  ;  he 
has  a  strong  voice,  and  an  incisive  pen.  We  have  not  seen 
his  {lection-address — possibly  he  has  not  issued  one, 
feeling,  it  may  be,  that  his  friends  need  not  to  be  told  that 
wherever  he  is  he  will  be  "agin  the  Government." 

Ireland. 

Mr  Thompson,  the  member  of  Council  elected  to  take  the 
place  of  the  late  Dr.  Kidd,  holds  his  po^t  for  five  years,  so 
that  there  will  be  no  election  in  Ireland  for  three  or  four 
years  to  come. 

This  is  the  third  (quinquennial)  election.  At  the  last 
election  11,500,  out  of  19  500  voters,  took  the  trouble  to 
record  their  votes.  On  that  occasion  there  was  no  very 
active  canvassing.  Mr.  \i.  Brown  and  Dr.  Alderson  (the  two 
unsuccessful  candidates)  obtained  5,065  and  4,816  votes 
respectively,  as  compared  with  7.206,  the  last  cn  the  list  of 
successful  candidates. 


THE  ART  OF  DISCOVERY. 
Phopkssor  Noeman  Collie  may  be  heartily  congratulated 
on  the  success  of  his  first  appearance  before  a  Bloomsbury 
audience  as  a  lecturer  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  The  happy 
circumstance  that  he  had  himself  taken  an  active  share 
in  the  argot -hunt  of  the  year  or  two  before  he  bicame 
associated  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  gave  to  the  Pio- 


fessor  an  advantage  in  expounding  this  most  interesting 
subject,  which,  by  diligent  preparation  of  his  experiments, 
he  improved  to  the  utmost.  He  had  a  fairly  full  theatre  for 
his  audience,  the  lantern-portraits  and  the  electrical  experi- 
ments with  which  he  illastrated  his  lecture  were  thoroughly 
f  uccessful,  the  exposition  was  clear  and  modestly  given,  and 
the  applause  was  of  such  a  character  as  we  are  not  much  ac- 
customed to  at  evening  meetings.  Everyone  present  got  from 
the  lecture  a  vivid  and  lasting  acquaintance  with  the  two 
latest  foundlings  of  the  chemical  family. 

Discoveries  are  only  made  as  the  result  of  long  and  patient 
work.  Professor  Collie  repeated  this  maxim  in  one  form  of 
words  or  another  two  or  three  times  in  the  course  of  his 
lecture.  It  is  by  no  means  our  intention  to  dispute  its  truth 
as  a  general  proposition.  It  would  never  do  for  a  teacher  of 
pharmaceutical  youth  to  bold  any  contrary  doctrine.  And 
jet  we  are  not  sure  that  it  is  sound  to  the  core.  Certainly 
the  converse  is  not  true,  A  very  great  number  of  people, 
scientific  people,  too,  work  hard  all  the  days  of  their  lives 
without  making  the  smallest  approach  to  a  discovery. 
Whatever  may  be  the  truth,  it  is  not  the  case  that  the 
amount  of  discovery  is  in  any  ratio  to  the  amount  of  work 
expended.  Professor  Collie  did  not  say  it  was.  In  fact,  he 
seemed  to  "  hedge  "  a  little  when  he  stated  his  proposition, 
as  if  he  suddenly  remembered  there  had  been  flukes  in  the 
world  of  science.  Indeed,  in  one  sense,  most  of  the  great 
discoveries  in  the  history  of  the  world  have  been  of  a  flukey 
character.  That  is  to  say,  they  have  been  made  when  something 
else  was  being  woiked  for.  Columbus  was  hoping  to  find  a 
westward  way  to  China  when  he  stumbled  on  America;  half  of 
our  chemical  discoveries  were  made  by  men  searching  for 
the  philosopher's  stone  or  the  elixir  of  life  ;  the  law  of 
gravitation,  the  steam-engine,  the  Rdntgen  skiagraphs,  and 
even  argon  and  helium  themselves,  a3  narrated  by  Dr.  Collie 
in  his  lecture,  were  discoveries  of  a  more  or  less  accidental 
character.  In  all  the  case3  quoted  the  discoverers  were 
investigators  who  had  been  patiently  working  somewhat  in 
the  direction  of  the  results  they  attained,  but  the  point  is 
that  they  did  not  set  out  on  the  mission  which  they  accom- 
plished and  which  made  them  famous.  Stanley  went  from 
London  to  the  middle  of  Africa  to  find  Livingstone,  and  he 
found  him.  That  is  the  direct  road  of  discovery.  The  usual 
method  is  that  the  traveller  is  bound  towards  some  goal  and 
finds  the  real  treasure  in  a  by-path. 

The  real  faculty  which  distinguishes  discoverers  is  not  so 
much  work  as  insight.  This  was  beautifully  illustrated  in 
the  case  of  argon.  Those  experiments  with  nitrogen  which 
Lord  Rajleigh  was  conducting  with  a  view  of  correcting  its 
atomic  weight  to  the  fourth  place  of  decimals  were,  perhaps, 
at  first  somewhat  irritating  on  account  of  the  discrepancies 
which  must  have  delayed  the  work.  Then  came  the  use  of 
the  faculty  of  insight.  This  was  the  gift  which  raised 
Lavoisier  so  far  above  all  his  contemporaries  ;  by  which 
Dalton,  the  plodding  meteorologist,  figures  as  the  great 
philosopher  of  chemistry  ;  which  showed  to  Newton, 
Copernicus,  Paracelsus,  Soheele,  Cavendish,  Herschel,  Harvey, 
Helmholtz,  and  a  host  of  others  meanicg  and  potentialities 
in  what  men  of  duller  minds  would  have  passed  by  un- 
noticed.   Insight,  indeed,  is  only  another  name  for  genius. 


JEYPORE  OPIUM. 
The  November  number  of  the  Imperial  Institute  Journal 
contains  a  report  by  Professor  Dunstan  on  some  specimens 
of  opium  from  Jejpore,  which  were  tested  in  the  Research 
Laboratories  of  the  Institute  by  Mr.  Harold  Brown.  For 
the  estimation  of  morphine  the  method  of  Fluckiger,  supple- 
mented by  titration  cf  the  alkaloidal  lesidue,  was  used.  If 
the  B.P.  process  had  been  followed,  the  percentages  of 
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morphine  would  have  been  represented  nearly  1  per  cent, 
higher  than  tho;e  given  in  the  table  below  : — 


Specimen  labelled 

White  

Soosui 
Gulabi 

White  and  piak 

Red  


Morphine 
per  cent. 

5 

5-7 
4-6 
7-2 

7  75 


Narcotine 
per  cent. 

4-  5 

5-  6 

6-  5 

7-  1 
71 


According  to  the  B.P.  medicinal  opium  should  not  contain 
much  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  morphine.  None  of  the 
Jeypore  specimens  reaches  this  standard,  even  allowing  for 
the  higher  results  which  would  have  been  obtained  with  the 
B  P.  process ;  moreover,  in  determining  the  value  of  opium 
for  medical  use,  regard  must  also  be  had  to  the  percentage 
of  narcotine,  an  alkaloid  which  is  of  little  or  no  value  for 
most  of  the  purposes  for  which  opium  is  administered,  and 
is,  indeed,  said  to  be  actually  obnoxious  when  present  in 
large  proportion.  Turkey  opium  contains  only  from  2  to  3 
per  cent,  of  narcotine,  although  occasionally  as  much  as  5 
per  cent.  The  comparative  richness  of  the  Jeypore  speci- 
mens in  this  constituent  may  therefore  considerably  detract 
from  their  value  for  medical  use,  whilst  the  small  morphia- 
content  probably  renders  them  unsuitable  for  morphine 
manufacture.  The  deficiency  in  morphine,  and  the  richness 
in  narcotine,  of  Jeypore  opium  may  be  due  to  the  employ- 
ment of  varieties  of  poppy  differing  from  those  which  yield 
the  Turkey  opium,  or  to  an  unsatisfactory  process  of 
collection,  whereby  some  of  the  morphine  is  lost. 

DRUG  ACCLIMATISATION  IN  RUSSIA. 

For  several  years  attempts  have  been  made  to  acclimatise 
important  economic  products  in  Eussia,  and  thereby  to  turn 
to  useful  account  a  part  at  least  of  the  enormous  cultivable 
area  of  the  Empire  which  is  still  lying  waste.  The  experi- 
ments have  been  most  successful  in  the  Crimea  and  on  the 
Black  Ssa  Coast  of  the  Caucasus,  where  climatic  conditions 
are  particularly  favourable.  The  British  Consul  at  Batoum 
gives  an  interesting  account  of  some  of  these  cultures,  which 
are  partly  aided  by  the  Russian  Government.  Viticulture 
is  extending  rapidly  in  the  Caucasus,  and  the  mildew  and 
oidium  ravages  to  which  the  vines  are  subjected  offer  a 
good  opening  for  manufacturers  of  disinfectants.  Near 
Tiflis,  says  the  Consul,  experiments  have  been  made  with 
success  in  sprinkling  the  plants  with  a  1-per-cent.  solution 
of  "lizol"  (?  lysol),  but  this  remedy  is  somewhat  costly. 
Land  on  the  sea  coast,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batoum, 
is  at  present  attracting  much  attention  in  view  of  the  success 
of  the  experimental  tea  gardens,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
that  culture  of  tea  will  soon  become  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant industries  of  this  part  of  the  country.  Several 
capitalists  have  started  new  plantations,  and  the  Imperial 
Domains  Department  are  doing  the  same.  This  department 
recently  sent  out  an  expedition  through  India,  China,  and 
Japan  to  inquire  into  the  tea- industry.  The  expedition  spent 
a  whole  month  in  a  village  near  Shanghai,  where  they 
procured  tea-seed,  young  plants,  and  a  set  of  apparatus  for 
the  Batoum  plantations.  It  is  from  the  culture  of  the  castor- 
oil  plant  and  the  olive  tree,  however,  that  the  best  results 
are  expected  as  regards  both  profit  and  a  ready  sale.  The 
castor-oil  plant  can  be  grown  along  the  greater  part  of  the 
eastern  littoral,  the  warm  climate  and  the  abundant  rainfall 
being  calculated  to  render  such  an  undertaking  eminently 
successful.  According  to  the  analysis  of  Professor  A.  V. 
Pell,  the  native  grown  castor-oil  seeds  received  at  the  experi- 
mental station  at  Soukhoum  proved  superior  to  the  Indian, 
as  they  gave  49  per  cent,  of  oil — i.e.,  2  to  3  per  cent,  more 
than  is  yielded  by  the  latter. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  tfaiinves. 


Re  John  Alonzo  Griffits,  Bideford  and  Torrington, 
Chemist. 

This  bankrupt  appeared  before  Mr.  Registrar  Bosson,  at 
Barnstaple  on  November  10,  for  examination  in  bankruptcy. 
Gross  liabilities,  1.094Z. ;  estimated  assets,  269/.  Mr.  G. 
Philpott,  Official  Receiver,  stated  that  debtor  commenced 
business  at  Woodstock,  Oxford,  in  1875,  with  a  capital  of 
about  800Z.,  disposed  of  his  business  in  1885  for  500Z.,  pur- 
chased the  Bideford  business  in  1886  for  400Z.,  and  opened 
that  at  Torrington  in  1891.  In  the  same  year  he  entered 
into  a  bond  for  603Z.,  for  which  he  stated  he  was  liable 
jointly  with  his  co-trustee  under  his  father's  will,  but  in 
respect  to  which  he  received  no  consideration.  A  writ  had 
been  issued  for  408Z.  under  the  bond.  Debtor  said  he 
became  aware  of  his  insolvency  at  the  end  of  1891.  At  the 
request  of  a  creditor,  the  Receiver  had  arranged  for  the 
opening  of  the  Torrington  shop,  but  the  Bideford  business 
was  closed.  In  the  course  of  the  examination  debtor  stated 
that  he  had  130Z.  under  the  will  of  an  uncle,  about  twelve 
years  ago,  and  took  an  interest  under  his  father's  will  in 
1893.  In  this  case  funds  were  misappropriated  by  a  fellow- 
executor,  and  as  a  result  of  proceedings  in  Chancery  debtor 
was  made  responsible  for  631Z ,  of  which  he  had  not  had  a 
penny.  That  money  had  not  been  all  paid.  The  Receiver : 
The  Court  made  an  order  for  the  restoration  of  about  2  OOOZ., 
which  represented  legacies  to  debtor's  sisters.  Debtor  said 
his  co-trustee  was  stated  to  have  applied  7001.  to  his  own 
use.  He  afterwards  was  made  bankrupt.  Witness  mortgaged 
a  cottage,  and  also  gave  a  bond  for  400Z.  towards  meeting 
the  liabilities  under  the  misappropriation.  Mr.  Philpott 
read  a  portion  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nicholson,  solicitor, 
London,  stating  that  debtor  was  not  personally  a  defaulter 
as  trustee  in  the  sense  that  he  applied  any  portion  of  the 
money  to  his  own  use,  but  he  was  liable  for  negligence  in 
allowing  his  co-trustee  to  make  away  with  700Z.  The 
Registrar :  That  is  his  misfortune,  not  his  fault.  Ultimately 
the  examination  was  adjourned  until  the  December  Court. 


Re  E.  S.  Barlow  &  Co.,  lately  carrying  on  business  in 
King  Street,  Oldham,  Chemists. 

In  this  failure  the  following  have  been  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  inspection,  with  instructions  to  wind  up  the 
estate : — H.  Wolstencroft,  chemist  and  druggist,  Oldham 
G.  B.  Hanson,  Wellington  Road  ;  and  J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co . 
manufacturing  chemists,  of  Manchester.  Mr.  W.  Shaw,  of 
Oldham,  is  the  trustee. 


Re  David  Thompson,  5  Mozart  Street,  St.  Peter's  Park, 
Paddington,  Dealer  in  Horse  Medicaments,  &c. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Cmrt  on  Tuasday  this  bank- 
rupt attended  for  public  examination.  The  accounts  showed 
total  liabilities  545Z.,  of  which  459Z.  18s.  4d.  are  expected  to 
rank,  against  a=sets  48Z.  18s.  2d.  la  the  course  of  his 
evidence  the  bankrupt  said  he  commenced  business  at  Mozart 
Road  in  1888,  with  10Z.  borrowed  from  a  friend,  and  since 
repaid.  He  bad  carried  on  a  successful  business  there,  but 
was  too  ambitious,  and  took  more  businesses  than  he  could 
manage.  Branches  were  opened  at  Harrow  Road,  Notting 
Hill,  and  West  Hampstead,  and  resulted  in  a  loss,  to  which 
he  entirely  ascribed  his  failure.  The  examination  was  con- 
cluded. 


Re  A.  P.  V.  Firminger,  Colonial  Broker  and  Merchant, 
Mincing  Lane,  B.C. 

This  bankrupt,  who  had  traded  in  partnership  with  Mr.  A  • 
T.  Behrend  under  the  style  of  Firminger  ic  Co  ,  applied  for 
an  order  of  discharge  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
November  5.  The  failure  occurred  in  1893.  The  assets  had 
realised  545Z.,  sufficient  to  provide  a  dividend  of  6d. 
in  the  pound  upon  liabilities  of  5.854Z.  The  insolvency  was 
caused  by  losses,  by  bad  debts,  and  by  Stock  Exchange  and 
other  speculations  in  shellac  and  pepper ;  also  by  contracts 
closed,  and  forced  sales  of  goods.    The  loss  upon  the  shellac 
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and  pepper  transactions  was  estimated  at  1,200Z.  Three 
offences  were  reported  by  the  Official  Receiver,  and  the  dis- 
cbarge was  graded  subject  to  the  bankrupt  consenting  to 
judgment  for  the  amount  of  the  debts,  such  judgment  to  be 
satisfied  when  5*.  in  the  pound  had  been  paid. 

Re  Albert  Edward  Woodward,  Douglas,  Chemist  and 
Dentist. 

This  debtor  appeared  at  a  special  Bankruptcy  Court  at 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  on  November  3,  to  petition  for  his 
release  from  prison.  He  was  committed  to  prison  on 
October  30  for  non-payment  of  a  sum  of  51.,  the  creditor 
beiDg  Robert  J.  Kelly.  The  debtor  stated  that  he  had  no 
effects  except  his  clothing,  and  no  means  of  discharging  the 
debt.  He  was  a  chemist  and  dentist,  but  as  the  effects  in 
the  shop  he  had  occupied  had  been  seized  by  the  landlord, 
he  had  no  means  of  carrying  oa  the  business  of  a  chemist, 
and  he  had  been  disabled  from  working  as  a  dentist  by  an 
injury  to  his  wrist,  and  of  which  he  had  only  just  got  the 
use.  The  claim  of  Mr.  Kelly  was  for  fitting  up  the  shop,  but 
he  had  other  debtors  to  satisfy.  He  offered  to  pay  5s  a 
month  at  the  end  of  two  months,  when  he  would  have  time 
to  recover  himself,  and  Mr.  Kelly  assenting  to  this  arrange- 
ment, his  Honour  suspended  the  order  of  imprisonment  to 
give  the  debtor  an  opportunity  of  carrying  out  the  arrange 
ment. 


Deefc  of  Hrranaement 

Fletcher,  Thomas,  5  Oharnley  Street,  Whitefield,  mineral-water  manu 
facturer.  Trustee,  Arthur  Stonex,  16  Kennedy  Street,  Manchester 
I.A.  Dated  November  4  :  filed  November  9.  Unsecured  liabilities 
5307.  6s.  Id.  Estimated  net  assets,  200/.  The  following  are  scheduled 
as  creditors  : — 

£   s.  d. 

Dawson,  Johu,  Whitefield   14   0  0 

Duckworth.  William,  Manchester    28   0  0 

Fletcher,  Alice,  Whitefield       . .       . .       . .       . .  100   0  0 

Fletcher,  Mary  A.,  Whitefield   129   0  0 

Redfern  Brothers.  Barnsley    76   0  0 

Street,  John  F..  Whitefield    67   0  0 

Whitefield  and    Unsworth  Co-operative  Society 
(Limited;  15  0  0 


CraDe  Motee. 

Curanillo  fruit-pills  jetail  at  Zs.  9d.,  not  Is.  l^d.  per  box, 
as  staled  last  week. 

The  Iron  and  Stetl  Plant  Company  (Limited),  of  Barrow- 
in-Furness  and  Crown  Court,  Old  Broad  Street,  announce 
that  they  have  reduced  their  discount  on  taps,  syphons, 
pumps,  &c  ,  from  25  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent. 

Messrs.  May  &  Baker  (Limited),  Battersea,  S.W.,  have 
taken  over  from  Messrs.  Johns  on  &  Sons,  Finsbury,  their 
cyaniJe  of  potassium  business.  They  guarantee  their  make 
to  be  identical  with  that  hitherto  known  as  "  Johnson's 
cyanide." 

Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders  now  have  their  show  of 
druggists'  sundries  on  view  at  2  Eist  Parade,  Sheffield 
(opposite  the  parish  church).  They  keep  it  open  from  9  a.m 
till  11  p.m.,  and  invite  all  chemists,  as  well  as  assislants  and 
apprenticts,  to  fay  them  a  visit. 

We  ob-eive  that  the  1897  edition  of  "  Newbery's  Cata- 
logue' will  contain  the  alternative  retail  prices  of  proprie- 
taries established  by  proprietors.  This  is  likely  to  be  a 
useful  feature,  and  the  latest  information  about  prices  should 
be  addressed  to  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  King  Edward 
Street,  London,  E  C. 


IDeatbs. 


Bluhm  —At  his  residence,  Blackheath  Park,  S.E  ,  on 
November  3,  Mr.  Heinrich  Bluhm,  formerly  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  August  Faber  &  Co.,  produce- merchants,  60  Mark 
Lane,  E.G.  Aged  74  years.  Mr.  Bluhm  wa3  at  one  time  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  connected  with  the  export  drug- 
trade,  but  he  ceased  to  frequent  the  Mincing  Lane  markets 


in  1885,  when  he  retired  from  active  business.  He  came  to 
England  from  Hamburg  about  1842,  and,  in  1850,  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  A.  Faber  &  Co.,  with  which  he  had  been 
connected  for  some  years.  When  he  retired  iu  1885  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Mr.  Edmund  Bluhm,  who  is 
still  a  partner  in  the  house.  Mr.  Heinrich  Blubm 
remained  interested  in  the  firm  aa  a  sleeping  partner, 
until  the  beginning  of  this  year.  At  the  drug  auctions  on 
Thursday,  November  12,  Mr.  Andrew  Devitt  expressed  the 
deep  regret  felt  by  Mr.  Bluhm's  former  associates  in  the 
drug-trade  at  the  news  of  that  gentleman's  death,  and  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  condolence  to  the  deceased's  relatives.  Mr. 
Richard  Barron,  who  seconded,  made  some  feeling  references 
to  the  deceased  gentleman,  saying  that  Mr.  Bluhm  was  one 
of  the  kindest  men  he  had  ever  known.  Mr.  Ziegele  (now 
the  senior  export  druggist  in  active  business)  intended  to 
have  joined  his  tribute  to  that  of  Mr.  Barron,  but  no  notice 
having  been  given  that  a  vote  of  condolence  would  be  moved, 
he,  with  several  others,  happened  to  be  absent  when  Mr. 
Devitt  and  Mr.  Barron  spoke. 

Foster. — On  October  29,  at  High  Street,  Burford,  Mr.  Robert 
D.  Foster,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  74  years.  Mr. 
Foster  had  for  many  years  held  the  office  of  postmaster. 

Gimson. — On  October  27,  Mr.  Joseph  Gimson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Cambridge.    Aged  44. 

Peake. — Mr.  Thomas  Peake,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bride- 
well Street,  Bristol.    Aged  57. 

Porter. — On  November  7,  Mr.  John  Porter,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Coalville.  Mr.  Porter  was  the  oldest  tradesman  in 
the  town,  being  one  of  the  first  to  commence  business  at 
Coalville.  By  his  death  the  Nonconformist  cause  at  Coalville 
has  lost  a  warm  supporter.    He  leaves  a  widow  and  one  son. 

Shera. — On  November  11,  at  69  Churchfield  Road,  Acton, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Shera,  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  31. 

Thomas  — On  November  7,  suddenly,  Mr.  Harry  Alma 
Thomas,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  87  Gracechurch  Street, 
London,  E  C,  at  the  age  of  42.  Mr.  Thomas  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Dinneford  &  Co.,  Old  Bond 
Street,  afterwards  completing  his  experience  in  the  South  of 
France,  Paris,  &c.  Fourteen  years  ago  he  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  R.  Howden  at  the  above  address,  and  was 
carrying  it  on  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Thomas  was 
also  a  Freemason  of  many  years'  standing.  He  leaves  a 
widow  and  two  sons. 

Weston. — On  November  8,  at  his  residence,  Woodford 
House,  Sleaford,  Mr.  Gaorge  Weston,  retired  chemist  and 
wine- merchant.  Aged  70  years.  Mr.  Weston  was  formerly 
Chairman  of  the  Sleaford  Local  Board  of  Health,  and  one  of 
the  leading  tradesmen  in  the  town.  Ha  was  also  connected 
with  the  Wesleyan  body,  being  one  of  their  most  prominent 
laymen  and  local-preachers. 

Wheeler. — Mr.  Austin  Wheeler,  of  the  firm  of  Ryan  &. 
Wheeler,  druggists,  Patrick  Street,  Cork,  while  returning 
home  from  business  the  other  evening  fell  suddenly  to  the 
ground.  On  being  raised  it  was  found  that  life  was  extinct. 
Failure  of  the  heart's  action  was  the  cause  of  death. 

Williams.— On  October  22,  Mr  Hugh  Maurice  Williams, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Pre-:cot,  Lines.    Aged  58. 


Day's  Southern  Drug  Companf  have  opened  a  branch 
at  Upton  Park. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Barking  Road,  E.,  will  shortly  open  a 
high-class  drug-stores  in  Lea  Bridge  Road,  Leyton,  E. 

Mr.  Stanley  Smith,  late  of  Canterbury,  has  purchased 
Mr.  Nosworthy's  drag-stores,  Grove  Hill  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells. 

Mr.  A.  Frassr,  of  164  Morrison  Road,  Edinburgh,  is 
opening  a  handsome  pharmacy  at  84  Corniston  Road, 
Edinburgh,  which  he  will  personally  manage. 

Mr.  Chas.  W.  Little  ha?  purchased  the  old-established 
chemist's  business  at  197  Attercliffe  Road,  Sheffield,  recently 
carried  on  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Appleton  (late  Scott). 
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£rafce  IReporte. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.G.,  November  12. 

A FIRM  and  fairly  active  tone  still  cha-acterises  the  pro- 
duce-markets generally,  but  there  ha?e  been  compara- 
tively few  changes  in  drags,  and,  in  this  department  at  any 
rate,  the  expected  general  improvement  on  account  of 
American  baying  has,  so  far,  been  scarcely  felt.  To-day's 
drug-auctions  were  very  light  and  not  particularly  animated. 
The  twelve  catalogues  aggregatid  only  1,034  lots,  of  which 
450  changed  hands  during  the  sale.  Turning  to  details,  we 
have  to  report,  as  the  chief  incident  of  the  week  in  the 
department  of  fine  chemicals,  a  decline  of  4d.  per  cz.  in 
morphia,  and  oE  6d  per  oz.  in  codeia.  These  alterations  were 
foreshado  ,ved  in  our  report  of  last  week.  There  has  been  a  slight 
"rearrangement  of  prices"  in  physiologically  pure  salicylate 
oE  soda  and  salicylic  acid,  takiDg  the  shape  of  an  all-round 
reduction  of  from  l|-i.  to  6d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 
Qairdce  is  dull  ot  sale,  but  unaltered.  Camphor  steady. 
Podojjhyllin  lepoited  firm,  with  a  rising  tendency.  Tartaric, 
acid  siigtstly  easier.  Citiic  acid  duil  of  Sale  Cream  ot  tartar 
fully  Is.percwt.  lower.  Glycerine  very  quiec  Chlorals  of  potash 
is  weak.  Carbolic  asids  firm.  Sulphar  scarce  anl  higoer. 
In  dru^s  there  are  lew  alteratioas.  Cur&c.to  aloes  sold 
cheaply  to  day,  while  the  Cape  varie  y  declined  about 
1*.  par  cwo.  Asaloc .ida  firaa,  and  ssid  tending  higher. 
Belladonna  root  extremely  scarce.  Buchu  quiet.  Balsam 
Peru  has  tecovered  somewhat  from  its  recent  decline. 
Tolu  balrarn  a  little  easier.  Gjod  copaiba,  balsam  extremtly 
firm  Common  Sumatra  benznn  sold  at  from  10s.  to  156". 
per  cwt.  decline  ;  good  qualities,  however,  are  very  firm. 
Cardamoms  almost  unobtainable  and  very  much  dearer. 
Camphor  steady.  Cascarilla  firmer  for  good  quality. 
Calurnba  scarce,  and  tendiog  upward.  Cinchona  sold  on 
Tuesday  at  fairly  steady  rates  for  manufacturing  qualities. 
Sjuth  American,  Haanoco,  and  Loxa  barks  sold  well 
today.  Cubebi  steady  at  the  low  rates.  Fine 
dragon's  blood  sells  readily  at  fall  prices.  Elemi  dull 
of  sale.  Ergot  of  rye  neglected.  Good  gamboge  lower. 
Gentian-root  extremely  firm.  Gum  acacia  neglected. 
Jamaica  honey  sold  well.  Jalap  was  easier.  Ipecacuanha  is 
firm  for  Colombian,  bat  in  the  Brazilian  variety  the  market 
is  unsettled.  Musk  steady,  fine  Tonquin  pods  scarce. 
Myrrh  remains  dull  of  sale.  Menthol  firmer  on  the  spot. 
Opium  rather  more  active.  Cjd-liver  oil  steady.  Japanese 
peppermint  oil  dearer,  American  rather  steadier.  Star-anise 
and  cassia  oils  unchanged.  Lemoograis  oil  firm.  Citronella 
dearer.  Siar-anise  seed  firmer.  Castor  oil  continues  to 
advance.  Rhubarb  sold  fairly  well  a";  auction.  Trnevelly 
senna  firmer.  Saffron  much  deaier.  Lima  sarsaparilla  of 
ordinary  quality  realised  good  prices.  Vanilla  unchanged. 
Jamaica  beeswax  sells  wtll.  In  drysalteries,  spices,  and 
oils,  the  following  are  the  principal  changes  : — Shellac  firmer 
and  advancing.  Japan  wax  rather  easier.  Catch  lower.  Tur- 
meric unaltered.  Zanzibar  cloves  are  a^ain  easier.  Mace  and 
Nutmegs  quiet.  Cochin  ginger  lirm.  Pimento  easier.  Peppers 
quiet.  Chinese  galls  firmer.  Quicksilver  very  dull.  Linseed 
oil  is  lower  ;  rape  oil  unchanged,  both  for  crude  and  refined. 
Cotton-seed  oil  easier.  Cocoanut  oil  has  advanced.  Palm 
oil  is  unchanged.  Turpentine  fully  6d.  lower.  Petroleum 
unchanged.  Bar  silver  is  again  somewhat  easier,  at  29};]  i. 
per  oz.    The  Bank-rate  remains  at  4  per  cent. 


With  further  reference  to  our  note  of  last  week  cn  this 
subject  we  hear  that  the  kcident  las  been  finally  closed  by 
the  seller  handing  over  to  the  boyers  a  quantity 

Dispute. 


The  Quinine  of  qnilDjBe  equai  t0  tce  difference  between  the 


actual  and  the  invoice  weight  of  the  parcel. 
There  hate  been  seveial  previous  disputes  regarding  under- 
weight in  quinine  lately,  some  of  them  almost  identical 
with  that  to  which  we  have  specially  referred.  In  seme 
of  these  cases  the  aib.traticn  award  was  given  against 
the  bujtr.  0  libera  have  been  settled  by  the  seller  allow- 
ing a  porticn  of  the  difference.  It  is  thought  that  the 
present  settlement  will  Jurnish  a  precedent  in  case  of 
further  arbitrations,  and  cause  arbitrators  to  decide  in 
accordance  with  the  settlement  now  arrived  at;  but  we 
confess  that  we  do  not  think  it  likely  that  those  gentlemen 
will  be  much  icfluenced  by  the  case  in  question.  It  may 
be  well  to  point  out  here  that  buyers  of  second-hand  quinine, 
when  referring  to  the  market  quotations  for  that  article, 
should  bear  in  mind  that  underweights  have  frequently  been 
found  in  such  parcels. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday 
night : — Menthol  is  firmer,  to-day's  quotation  being  from 
The  Hamburg  16m.  to  17m.  per  kilo.,  according  to  holder. 
Drug  market.  Refined  Camphor  in  bells  a  trifle  firmer  on  the 
week,  at  3  30m.  per  kilo.  Japanese  Isinglass  still  advanc- 
ing; 2.75m.  per  kilo,  is  now  asked.  Castor  oil  also  rising, 
at  60m.  par  100  kilos,  for  good  Calcutta  seconds. 


Oar  New  York  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Thursday 

evening,  'reports  that  Cop-iiba  balsam  ij  extremely  scarce, 

and  that  ^42 j.  per  lb.  must  no>v  be  paid  for 

New  York  good  qua'ity.  Balsam  tolu  is  considerably 
Cablegram.     °         ^  • 

easier,  at  50c.  per  lb.  for  genuine  quality. 
rStar-anise  oil  very  weak,  and  easier  at  $2.10  per  lb.  There 
is  a  very  strong  feeling  in  Newfoundland  cod-livtr  oil, 
although  prices  show  no  change}  a3  yet.  Wormwood  od  ot 
new  crop  is  now  held  for  $1.75  per  lb  ;  Golden  seal  root 
is  held  for  25c.  per  lb. ;  Mandraks-root  for  8c.  per  lb. 
Senega  root  and  Jalap  very  firm  at  unchanged  rates. 
Peppermint  oils  of  all  kinds  advancing. 


There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  excitement  on  the  Smyrna 
opium-market  this  week.  Oa  November  9  our  correspondent 
c  wired  : — "  Our  market  is  extremely  firm,  and 

Smyrna  ' 

Opium  it  is  expected  that  the  American  agents  will 

Telegrams  soon  DUy  considerable  quantities. "  On  Novem- 
ber 10  he  wned  again  :— "Since  yesterday  200  cases  of  opium 
have  been  sold  for  sh'pment  to  America  at  the  parity  of 
8s.  IQd.  per  lb  ,  f.o.b.,  for  fair  Manufacturing  ;  and  9s  per  lb., 
f.o.b.,  for  Selected  ditto.  'I here  are  still  many  buytrsi  at 
those  figures,  but  all  sellers  have  withdrawn,  and  a  farther 
advance  is  expected." 


Acid  (Salicylic).— One  of  the  German  manufacturers' 
agents  has  received  information  of  a  "re  arrangement"  in 
the  prices  of  physiologically-pure  salicylic  acid  and  salicy. 
lates  as  follows  : — Salicylate  of  soda,  in  j-ewb.  lots,  present 
price,  3s.  Id. ;  2  cwt.  lots,  3s.  4d. ;  ton  lots,  2s  10d~.  per  lb 
Salicylic  acid,  in  ^-owt.  lots,  3s  9d. ;  in  2-cwt.  lots,  Ss.  6d. ; 
in  ton  lots,  3s.  per  ib.  These  prices  show  a  decline  of  from 
lhd.  to  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  last  quotations.  The  other  agents 
have  received  no  instructions. 

Acid  (TARTAPac).—  Somewhat  easier ;  English  may  be  had 
at  13f  d.,  foreign  at  12J«Z.  to  12  ;</.  per  lb.  At  to-day's  auctions 
8  bags  Cape  argol  sold  at  60s.  per  cwt.  for  good  grey  but 
dusty,  ana  at  43s.  for  dark  red. 

Aloes. — It  is  said  that  Curacao  alces  in  gourds  are  likely 
to  be  scarce,  as  this  mode  of  packing  has  been  quite  aban- 
doned lately  in  favour  of  packing  in  boxes.  There  is  at 
present  no  supply  on  our  market  of  good  quality  Soootrine 
aloes  in  skins.    Of  Socotrine  aloes  only  3  kegs,  dark  hard 
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quality,  were  offered  These  were  bought  in  at  60a'.  par  cwt. 
Cwraqao  aloes  sold  cheaply.  Of  221  boxes,  23  were  disposed 
of  at  27s.  to  30s.  for  fair  to  nice  brown  livery.  Ordinary 
capey  Curasao  alofs,  in  cases,  sold  at  12s.,  while  for  good 
quality  14s.  was  refused,  price  being  14s  Qd  per  cwt.  OE 
a'oes  in  gourds,  a  parcel  of  1889  import,  of  nice  bright 
quality,  sold  at  34s  ,  while  for  good  but  capey,  irnportad  in 
1888,  20  s.  per  cwt.  was  accepted.  These  prices  are  not  likely 
to  do  more  than  pay  the  charges  on  the  goods.  Cape  aloes 
was  extremely  dull  of  sale.  Of  98  packages,  35  sold  with 
difficulty  at  a  decline  of  about  Qd.  to  Is.  per  cwt  ;  good 
bright  hard  realising  21s. ;  fair,  rather  dull  ditto  20s. ;  and 
drossy  mixed  from  18s.  Qd.  to  19s  per  cwt.  Oue  holder, 
however,  refused  to  accept  2ls.  for  good  quality.  Theexports 
of  aloes  from  Cape  Colony  were  as  follows  : — 

la  189*,  515,513  lbs.,  value  2,780/. 

Ia  1895,  494,294  lbs.,  value  2,528/. 

Asa futida — \  considerable  quantity  of  asafcetida  has 
qu:etly  changed  hands  within  the  last  few  days  at  higher 
prices.  We  urderstaiid  that  for  ordinary  brown  stony  gum 
as  much  as  45s.  has  been  paid,  while  medium- grey  block 
has  realised  60s.  per  cwt.  The  market  is  extremely  firm, 
with  a  higher  tendency. 

BAISAMS. — Peru  :  A  few  cases  of  good  quality,  direct 
import,  have  changed  bands  privately  at  7s.  4§rf.  per  lb.  on 
the  spot.  This  shows  a  marked  increase  on  the  figures  at 
which  business  was  dene  ptivately  about  a  fortnight  aoro. 
Tolu  is  still  offering  at  the  recently  reduced  rates  of  2*.  8(2. 
to  2s  3\d.  per  lb  ,  c.i  f.  terms.  At  auction  1  cise  of  10  tins 
good  hard  old  Tolu  balsam  was  bought  in  ;  no  bid  could  be 
ob'aiced  at  3s.  Id,  p9r  lb.  Two  ca'ks  good  b'ight  Canada 
balsam  were  bought  in  without  mention  of  price.  Of 
Bah  am  copaiba,  which  is  very  firm  for  good  qualities,  14 
casks  were  shown.  For  good  Mdranham  2s  id  per  lb.  is 
aske3,  Eight  packages  of  a  thin,  clear,  pale  to  red  liquid 
balsam,  "  fil'ercd  abroad,"  were  bought  iu  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Belladonna  root. — Fine  German  root  is  almost  unob- 
tainable, the  only  quality  which  is  offering  in  fair  quantities 
beirg  very  chumpy,  and  thaiefora  little  suitable  for 
this  market.  The  nominal  quotation  is  now  35s.  to 
37i.  per  est,  c  if.  terms.  Some  sales  have  been  made 
within  the  last  faw  days,  at  32s  ,  c  i  f.,  for  common  quality, 
which  is  equal  to  about  34s.,  landed  terms. 

Beszoin—  OE  Sumatra  gam  the  fair  supply  of  251  bags 
was  offered.  Good  qualities  remain  rather  scarce,  and 
realised  firm  rates— 81.  5s.  to  8/.  7s  Qd  for  nice  pale 
almondy  seconds,  slightly  false  packed  ;  11.  to  11.  5s  for  fair 
almondy  centres,  false  packed  ii^e3.  Ordinary  grades 
sold  at  10s  to  15s.  decline,  from  75s  to  82s.  Qd  per  cwt. 
being  accepted  for  thirds,  very  false  packed,  and  containing 
few  almonds.  Altogether,  78  cases  found  buyers.  Of 
Pcnany  9  cases  were  offered,  and  sold  without  reserve  at 
66s  per  cwt.  for  fair  quality.  Palembang  remains  neglected, 
104  boxes  being  bought  in,  except  4,  which  told  cheaply,  at 
33-;.  per  cwt.  for  good  bright  quality.  Of  Siam  gum  16  cases 
were  shown,  of  which  4  sold  at  11  2?.  6d.  to  11.  5s.  for  good 
bright  grain  and  good  almonds,  partly  loose,  partly  blocky  ; 
ditto,  small  to  medium  pale  almonds,  slightly  blocky,  were 
bought  in  at  from  162.  to  20Z. 

Calumba. — Scarce  and  tending  higher.  New  crop  root 
is  not  likely  to  arrive  for  a  couple  of  months  yet,  and  in  the 
meantime  we  may  see  higher  rates  still.  Eight  bags  were  shown 
to-day  and  bought  in,  a  bid  of  35s.  being  refused  for  rather 
small  mixed  washed  pickings,  for  which  40s.  is  asked,  while 
for  bright  yellow  washed  root,  55s  is  required,  a  bid  of  40s. 
being  rejected. 

Camphor  (Crude) — Has  been  extremely  quiet  this  week, 
and  prices  appear  to  be  more  or  less  nominal.  At  auction  5 
cases  Formosa  camphor  partly  damp  and  damaged,  partly 
good  bright,  sold  subject  at  110s.  per  cwt. 

Cannabis  Indica.— For  good  quality  Qd.  per  lb.  is  now 
asked.  There  is  no  more  available  at  the  low  rates  which 
have  recently  raled. 

Cardamoms  —The  Diomed  has  brought  10  packages  from 
Colombo  this  week.  For  to  day's  auctions  five  cases  ware 
catalogued,  but  when  the  first  lot  was  ready  the  broker 
announced  that  it  had  been  sold  privately  at  5s  per  lb  ,  an 
advance  of  Is.  on  the  figure  paid  for  the  same  parc3l  a  week 


ago.  The  lot  consistad  of  partly  split  medium  to  bold 
brownish  Mysore,  and  the  announcement  was  received  with 
a  great  deal  of  whistling  and  other  noise.  The  two  other 
packages  sold  at  4s  Id.  per  lb  for  small  to  medium  partly 
split  round  Mysore,  and  at  3s.  lOi.  for  very  pale  seed.  This 
shows  an  advance  of  about  Is.  on  the  pods,  but  no  change 
cn  the  seed. 

Cascarilla,  although  fairly  plentiful,  kteps  in  very 
good  demand,  8o  packages  being  all  disposed  of  at  firm 
rates  for  fine  quality,  and  at  slightly  higher  prices  for  ordinary. 
Good  to  fine  bright;  partly  silvery  broken  quill  realised  from 
35s.  up  to  39s  per  cwt.  ;  for  damaged  ditto  33s.  *o  34s.  was 
paid,  while  small  thin  qoill  brought  from  25s.  to  29s.  per  cwt., 
and  sittings  18s.  per  cwt. 

CASTORUM. — The  Hudson  Bay  castorum-auctions  will  be 
held  on  December  9.  The  quantity  offered  is  rather  small, 
but  further  arrivals  of  YF,  NW,  and  Canada  castorum  may 
take  place  befora  the  auction  day.  The  quantity  at  present 
declared  amounts  to  1,780  lbs,  of  which  546  lbs.  are  YF, 
424  lbs  Canada,  418  lbs.  NVV,  and  392  lbs.  MR  and  EM. 
At  the  last  three  December  auctions  the  following  quantities 
wpre  offerel:— 1895,  1  82S  lbs.;  1894,  1,165  lbs  ;  1893, 
1,035  lbs. 

Cinchona. —  hX  this  month's  public  sales  of  cinchona,  held 
on  Tuesday,  only  1,477  bales  were  offered.  The  supply  was 
a'mo3t  evenly  divided  between  Ceylon  (366  packages),  E, 
Indian  (334  packages),  Javan  (340  packages),  and  W.  African 
bark  (317  packages),  while  the  catalogues  also  included  101 
ba'es  of  S-tft  Colombian,  imp  jrted  in  1883.  14  packages  of 
cultivated  Bolivian  Calisaya  in  quill,  and  5  packages  Cuprea 
ba>k.  The  auctions  passed  off  rather  better  thin  had  been 
anticipat?d,  the  bulk  of  the  supply  selling  at  steady  prices, 
and  the  unit  averaging  nearly  a  halfpenny  per  lb.  The 
following  prices  were  rea'ised  :  — E.  Indian  and  Ceylon  barks  : 
Led.gtrio.na,  from ^d.  to  2\d  ter  lb.;  Officinalis,  from  1\d.  to 
2%d.  per  lb.;  Siiccirubra  ttom  %d.  to  Q£d.  per  lb.;  and 
Hybrids,  from  1§<£  to  l|rf.  p'jr  lo.  For  Ledger iana  barb, 
from  Java,  2±d.  to  2\d  rer  lb.  was  paid,  for  W.  African 
Siiccirubra  from  2^d  to  3d  per  lb.,  for  cultivated  Bolivian 
Calisaya,  in  quill,  3§d.  per  lb.,  and  for  Cuprea  \d 
per  lb.  The  chief  interest  at  to  day's  drag  sales 
centred  in  32  serons  of  South  American  crown  and  trrey 
bark,  the  arrival  of  which  we  announced  last  week.  Tbey 
were  all  sold  at  good  to  extremely  high  prices,  Huanoco  fair 
bright  partly  thin  quill  realising  from  l±d.  to  9\d.  for  sound, 
and  Q\d.  per  lb.  for  damaged  quality  Oull  grey  Guayaquil 
quill  brought  4.W ,  Guayaquil- Loxz  8\d  ,  and  n!ce  bright 
Loxa  from  lQ\d.  to  W\d.  per  lb.  For  41  ba'es  fair  flat 
blight  yellow  cultivated  Bolivian-  Calisaya  \0d  per  ib  is  the 
limi*-,  while  10  packages  blight  orauge  Cartliagena  (from 
Guayaquil),  partly  damaged,  sold  at  6d.  per  lb.  Three  cases 
of  long  brown,  rather  thin  Siiccirubra  bark,  from  Java 
slightly  damaged,  brought  Q\d.  per  lb. 

Coloctnth. — Good  pale  Turkish  apple  is  still  selling  pri- 
vately at  2s  Qd  per  lb.  At  auction  nine  cases  rather  small 
but  good  pale  Turkish  apple  were  bought  in  at  2s.  Qd.  per  lb., 
and  10  caies  fair  Spanish  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Cream  of  Tartar  easier.  Best  white  French  crystals, 
81s.  Qd.  to  82s. ;  ponder,  84s.  to  85s.  per  cwt. 

Croton-seed. — None  was  offered  for  auction  to-day,  but 
there  has  been  an  arrival  of  11  bags  by  the  Tantalus  from 
Colombo. 

Cubebs — Quiet  and  in  plentiful  supply.  175  bags  were 
offered  to-day,  of  which  25  sold  readily  at  25s.  per  cwt.  for 
nice  bright  berries  from  Singapore  without  stalk.  Another 
holder  atked  30s.  for  good  qaality,  and  bought  in  mouldy 
stalks  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Cumin  Seed. —  At  auction  113  bags  mouldy  seed  were 
offered,  of  which  20  of  fair  brown  Calcutta  sold  at  the  full 
price  of  34s.  per  cwt. 

Cuttle  Fish. — Good  qualities  are  scarce,  and  realisa 
fairly  high  prices. 

Damiana  leaves. — Tending  somewhat  easier,  as  new 
supplies  are  arriving  on  the  American  markets;  Qd.  per  lb. 
will  buy  good  quality  on  the  spot. 

Dragon's-blood  Fine  quality  is  still  scarce ;  one  case 

has  recently  arrived,  and  was  effered  for  sale  to-day.  This 
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case  contained  fine  bright  fiery  cake,  and  realised  the 
previous  rate  of  101.  per  cwt.  Altogether  nine  cases  were 
offered,  of  which  five  sold,  common  dull  bricky  lump 
realising  51 ,  and  sittings  38s  per  cwt. 

Eegot  of  Rye. — Neglected.  Thirty  bass  very  bold  but 
extremely  wormy  Spanish  ergot,  just  landed,  were  bought  in 
at  5d.  per  lb ,  although  even  at  3d.  there  was  no  bid. 
Another  lot  of  fair  West  Coast  African  ergot  was  bought  in 
at  5d.  per  lb. 

Galangal. — "Very  scarce,  at  from  20s.  to  22s.  per  cwt. 
on  the  spot,  but  these  quotations  are  more  or  less  nominal, 
as  it  is  said  that  there  is  nothing  available  of  good  quality. 

Gamboge. — Of  19  cases  offered  to-day  14  were  disposed 
of,  holders  being  rather  anxious  to  sell ;  good  broken  orange 
Saigon  pipe  of  fair  fracture  realised  81.  15s.  to  81. 17s.  Qd 
which  is  a  decline  of  about  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. ;  ordinary  green- 
ish yellow  ricey  pickings  sold  at  the  steady  price  of  11.  5s. 
per  cwt. 

Gentian  remains  very  scarce ;  but  we  hear  of  no 
increase  upon  the  spot  price  of  26s.  Qd.  for  good  French  root 
mentioned  by  us  last  week.  For  arrival  the  quotation  for 
German  root  is  24s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  ci.f.  Gantian  powder  has 
been  sold  this  week  at  a  price  equal  to  23s.  &d.  per  cwt , 
anded  terms. 

Guaeana. — There  are  still  one  or  two  cheap  lots  on  the 
spot,  and  one  holdtr  would  accept  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  a  few 
cases  of  fair  quality. 

Gum  Acacia  —Without  perceptible  change.  For  fine 
picked  Trieste  gam  10Z.  10s.  par  cwt.  is  asked,  while  good 
bright  picked  grain  is  limited,  at  from  11  to  11  10s.  per  cwt. 
Pale  to  dusty  Soudan  sorts  are  limited,  at  85s.  nominally, 
and  8  packages  fine  old  Aden  drop  realised  55s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Blemi  is  again  about  Is.  lower.  OE  25  cases 
offered  at  auction,  4  sold  at  21s.  for  nice  pale  Manila. 
The  other  lot  was  bought  in  at  27s.  per  cwt.  nominally. 

Gum  Kino — Genuine  Cochin  kino  is  selling  in  small 
wholesale  quantities  at  10s  6^.  per  lb.  At  auction  one  case 
of  good  genuine  East  Indian  was  bought  in  at  lis.  per  lb. 
Six  cases  very  woody  glassy  ruby  gam  of  spurious  character 
were  bought  in  at  37s.  Qd.  to  42s  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — At  auction  very  little  was  offered,  but  38  cases 
bright  red  liquid  Jamaican  sold  at  the  very  steady  price  of 
28s.  to  30s.  per  cwt. 

Insect-floweks  are  reported  rather  firmer.  On  the 
spot  as  much  as  160s.  per  cwt.  is  asked  for  good  "closed," 
while  "  open  "  flowers  are  quoted  from  100s.  per  cwt.  upwards. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  market  was  somewhat  depressed 
to-day  owing  to  the  officially -reported  arrival  of  182 
packages  of  Brazilian  root,  per  the  Dannie,  from  Baenos 
Ay  res.  One  of  the  brokers  declared,  however,  that  this 
arrival  did  not  consist  of  ipecacuanha,  but  of  india- 
rubber,  the  entry  in  the  Customs'-list  being  a  misprint. 
This  announcement  was  received  in  silence,  and  buyers 
showed  no  arjxiety  to  operate.  The  48  packages  offered 
were,  therefore,  all  bought  in,  with  the  exception  of  1  bale 
fair  but  slightly  damaged  root,  which  realised  the  steady 
price  of  5s  8d.  per  lb.  Of  Colombian  ipecacuanha  11  bags 
were  offered,  of  which  two  sold  at  4s.  Id.,  for  rather  woody 
plump  mixed  and  damaged  quality. 

Jalap. — Rather  easier.  Six  cases  small  rather  pale  Vera 
Cruz,  mixed  with  some  bold,  sold  without  reserve  at  6d. 
per  lb. 

Kousso. — A  bale  of  loose  kousso,  which  was  recently 
shown  at  auction,  has  been  sold  privately  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — Is  reported  to  be  firmer  privately,  with  sales 
of  single  cases,  good  brands,  at  8s.  per  lb.  At  auction  7s.  Qd. 
was  asked  for  13  cases  of  fair  menthol,  bat  no  bids  were 
made. 

Musk. — Dull  of  sale.  Fine  blue  skin  first  pile  Tonquin 
pod,  however,  is  very  scarce,  and  it  is  reported  that  there  is 
no  supply  of  this  variety  whatever  in  first  hand.  The 
nominal  quotation  for  this  kind  is  about  80s.  per  cz.  At 
auction  no  sales  were  made.  Four  tins  of  first  pile  were 
bought  in  at  55s  per  oz.  for  small  to  bold  old  fashioned, 
well-trimmed,  and  at  35s.  per  oz.  for  unsightly,  damp,  sma'I 


to  bold,  well  trimmed,  old-fashioned.  OP  third-pile  pods 
1  tin  sold  at  the  steady  price  of  40s.  per  oz.  for  small  to  bold 
thin  blue  skin,  partly  broken,  damp  and  spurious  mixed. 
A  parcel  of  good  pale  bright  round  dry  Assam  pods  was 
bought  in  at  35s.  per  oz 

Myrrh. — Remains  low  in  price,  and  a  plentiful  supply. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-five  packages  were  shown  to  day, 
of  which  8  sold  at  from  71s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  dark 
native- picked,  and  at  55.x.  for  dusty  sorts.  The  limit  for  good 
pale-picked  myrrh  is  90s.,  and  for  pickings  a  bid  of  20s.  per 
cwt.  was  refused. 

Oil  (Castor). — Italian,  oil  still  continues  to  advance, 
42s.  to  4^s.  per  cwt  being  now  the  quotation  for  fine  quality. 
Thirty  cases  ordinary  quality  seconds  were  bought  in  at 
2\d.  per  lb.  to-day.  The  quotations  for  Mitchell's  English 
castor  oil  have  again  been  raised,  pure  London  cold-drawn 
being  now  quoted  at  Q\d  per  lb  ,  and  first  pressings  at  3^d. 
per  lb.,  both  figures  marking  an  advance  of  fsZ.  on  the  last 
quotation. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — Steady,  but  without  much  demand 
Nineteen  casks  of  bright  Tromsoe  oil  are  held  for  180s.  per 
barrel  for  first,  and  160s.  per  barrel  for  second  quality. 

Oils  (Essential). — Sassafras  oil  is  scarce  and  tending 
higher ;  2s.  per  lb.  appears  to  be  the  lowest  quotation  for 
genuice  oil  cn  the  spot.  American  oil  of  spearmint  offers  at 
9s  ci.f.  for  HGH,  and  6s.  Qd.  ci.f.  for  bulk  cil.  American 
pennyroyal,  according  to  quality,  is  from  4s.  to  5s.  per  lb. 
on  tne  spot.  Sandal-wood  oil  remains  very  cheap  Some 
second-hand  "guaranteed  pure  English "  may  be  had  at 
lis.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  The  makers  ask  12s  per  lb. 
At  to-day's  auctions  the  following  parcels  passed  the 
hammer : — Three  cases  of  18  bottles  Cinnamon  oil, 
which  sold  readily  at  Q^d.  per  oz  Various  lota  of 
Eucalyptus  oil  were  all  boaght.  in,  Platypus  at  2s.  3d. 
Rhisdonia  at  2s,  Maculata  var.  C4riodora ?  at  Is  Qd.  per  lb. 
Two  5-lb.  bottles  English  oil  of  lavender,  catalogutd  for 
sale  at  any  advance  on  48s.  per  lb.,  were  boaght  in  at  60s. 
without  any  bid  being  mar)e.  A  parcel  of  Gingergrass  oil 
from  Bombay,  offered  without  reserve,  was  taken  out.  It 
was  offered  for  "  whatever  it  might  be."  The  colour  seemed 
all  right,  and  varied  from  bright  yellow  to  brown,  with  some 
amount  of  sediment.  West  Indian,  lime  oil  is  quoted  at  5s 
to  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  expressed.  Of  distilled  oil  six  cases 
were  offered  ;  the  price  for  these  is  3s  6a!.  per  lb.,  but  it  is 
said  that  privately  4s.  can  be  obtained  for  good  quality. 
Several  lots  of  Bombay  rose  oil  were  bought  in  at  nominal 
rates.  Japanese  oil  of  peppermint  is  considerably  dearer. 
For  shipment,  3s.  3d.  per  ib.,  ci.f.  terms,  has  been  pud,  and 
on  the  spot  there  are  no  sellers  of  good  quality  under 
3s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Ten  cases  of  Dementi tolised  oil  shown  to-day 
are  held  for  that  price  Two  cases  of  fair  quality  Ylaiuj- 
ylang  oil  were  offered  to-day,  and  4s.  per  oz.  is  asked, 
Star-anise  oil  is  unchanged  at  8s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
Some  business  is  reported  to  have  taken  place  for  November 
shipment  at  6s.  10\d.  per  lb  ,  c  i.f.  Cassia  oil  slow  of  sale 
at  unchanged  figures.  On  the  spot  some  low- class  oil  (40  p.c. 
to  45  p.c.  cinnamic  aldehyde)  has  been  sold  at  6s  per  lb. 
Lcmongrass  oil  firmly  held  at  2%d.  on  the  spot.  Citronella 
oil  is  reported  considerably  dearer  for  arrival.  Bids  of 
Is.  l\d.,  ci.f.,  have  been  rejected,  and  it  is  said  that  5  tons 
have  changed  hands  to-day  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  ci.f  ,  for 
drums,  shipment  next  four  months.  On  the  spot,  however, 
the  quotation  is  still  Is.  Zhd.  in  drams,  and  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  in 
tins. 

Opium.  —  The  London  market  has  become  firmer  in 
sympathy  with  the  movement  in  Smyrna,  and  during  the 
last  two  or  three  days  a  very  fair  business  has  been  done 
For  good  Manufacturing  opiu  m,  which  was  quoted  at  8s.  Qd 
to  8s.  9d.  per  lb.  last  week,  9s.  per  lb.  has  since  bten  paid 
and  there  have  been  sales  of  Druggists'  quality  at  9s.  Qd 
per  lb. 

Opium  Salts. — The  decline  which  we  foreshadowed  last, 
week  was  officially  announced  on  Monday,  whtn  the  manu'ac- 
tuiers  lowered  their  prices  by  Qd.  per  lb.  all  round,  Morphia, 
cubes  in  bulk  being  now  quoted  at  5s  2d.,  powder  at  5s  per 
oz.  for  quantities.  Small  wholesale  lots  are  held  for  3d 
per  oz.  more.  Codeia  has  also  been  lowered  Qd  per  cz.,  16  z 
iols  crystals  being  now  offered  by  the  makers  at  lis  Qd.  per 
oz  nett. 
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Orris. — We  heir  from  Leghorn  that  momentarily  there  is 
less  inqniry  fur  orri-i-root,  and  slightly  lower  rates  would 
have  to  be  taken  to  lead  to  business.  There  is  very  little 
offering,  however,  aud  the  easy  tendency  is  not  expected  to 
be  of  Ions:  duration.  Good  selected  Florentine  root  is  offer- 
ing at  62s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.,  sorts  at  57s.  6d.  f.o.b  ,  and 
Verona  root,  according  to  quality,  from  48s.  6d  to  52s.  6d 
per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  We  hear  that  wiihin  the  last  few  days  con- 
siderable purchases  have  been  made  in  Italy  for  American  ac- 
count, and  that  in  consequence  the  market  has  again  hardened 
somewhat.  Fine  picked  Florentine  root  is  held  at  70s. 
per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  At  auction  40  bales  fair  brown  Aden  root 
were  bought  in  without  mention  of  price. 

Patchouli. — In  addition  to  the  rather  large  quantity 
offered  at  to-day's  auctions,  there  has  come  to  hand  an 
arrival  of  9  bales  by  the  Tantalus  from  Singapore.  At 
auction  39  bales  were  offered  ;  5  of  these,  showiDg  very  dusty 
brown  broken  leaves,  were  bought  in  at  3d.  per  lb.  The 
remainder,  which  was  more  or  less  damaged,  came  from  Ne  w 
York,  and  was  bought  in  at  6d.  per  lb.  for  broken  partly 
stalky  leaves,  and  at  3^.  per  lb.  for  stalks. 

Podophyllin  — Very  firmly  held  at  lis.  to  lis.  6d.  per  lb 
for  B  P.  quality  of  German  manufacture.    It  is  said  that  the 
makers  are  full  of  orders,  and  can  only  supply  small  quan 
tities  at  a  time. 

Potassium  Salts — Cyanide  of  Potassium  93  par  cent,  to 
100  per  cent  offers  from  second-hand  in  1-ton  lots  at  Is. 
per  lb.  Permanganate  is  reputed  to  be  slightly  firmer 
agairi,  and  to  be  selling  at  72s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  small 
crystals  in  second  hand.  At  auction  5  casks  of  tbis  variety 
were  bought  in.  A  bid  of  70s.  was  suggested,  but  no  orie 
responded. 

Quinine — The  manufacturers' quotations  remain  as  fol-  i 
lows:  — Howards  %  Sons  :  Bulk,  lid.  to  11  \d. ;  vials,  \2d.  to 
13d.  per  oz.     WMffen :  Bulk,  IQd  ;  vials,  12d.  per  oz. 
Felletier  :  Vials,  Is.  <\\d.  per  cz.    All  German  brands,  in 
bulk,  9}2d.  per  cz.    Market  dull. 

Rhubarb.— In  heavy  supply,  124  cases  being  offered,  of 
which  35  sold  at  fairly  good  prices.  Shensi,  fine  round 
Druggists  of  good  fracture,  at  2s.  2d.,  subject;  medium  to 
bold  round,  good  coat  and  fracture,  Is.  8d.,  subject ;  round 
and  flat  mixed  pickings,  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Canton,  flat,  small  to 
medium,  fair  coat  and  fracture,  ll^d.,  subject ;  round  ditto, 
12l2d.  High-dried,  small  to  medium,  dull  coat,  partly 
spongy,  flat,  9d.  to  9±d.  per  lb. 

Saffron. — The  importers' quotations  continue  torise  almost 
daily,  and  may  be  placed  to-day  at  an  advance  of  from  7s. 
to  8s.  per  lb.  on  last  week,  finest  Valencia  being  now  quoted 
at  from  47s.  to  49s.  per  lb ,  according  to  the  seller. 
There  are,  however,  second-hand  holders  who  might  still  be 
willing  to  sell  at  45s.  per  lb.  These  prices  apply  to  saffron 
of  the  last  crop.  With  regard  to  the  new  crop,  it  is  stated 
that  it  is  a  "  complete  failure,"  and  no  reliable  prices  can  yet 
be  had. 

Santonin.— In  crystals,  guaranteed  pure,   offers  from 
second- hand  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — There  have  been  several  arrivals  lately, 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  include  any  fine  genuine  grey 
Jamaica  rcot,  which  remains  very  scarce.  The  bulk  of  the 
recent  anivals  consisted  of  Lima,  Jamaica,  of  which  32  bales 
sold  to-day  with  good  competition  at  rather  better  prices ; 
gcod  but  damaged  root  realising  from  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb., 
partly  "  subject."  Two  bales  pale  and  red  mixed  natice  sold 
subject  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  For  sound  Honduras  root,  lUa!. 
per  lb.  was  refused. 

Senna.— Of  Tinevelly  leaves  695  packages  were  offered 
to-day,  and  almost  all  sold  at  irregular  rates,  common 
qualities  being  on  the  whole  rather  easier.  Good  to  fine 
bright  green  leaves  realised  from  3\d  to  H\d  per  lb  ;  medium 
greenish  2\i.  to  3d.;  small  to  medium  partly  specky  greenish 
fiom  Ifrf.  io  2\d. :  ordinary  small  to  medium  yellowish  and 
specky  from  l\d.  down  to  Id,  and  black  leaves  from  §<Z.  to 
\d.  per  lb.  Ot  Tinevelly  pods  33  bales  sold  cheaply  at  1M 
to  If    per  lb. 

Shellac— At  the  beginning  of  the  week  the  market 
recovered  from  the  weakness  which  characterised  the  close 
of  last  week,  and  at  the  auctions  ab^ut  500  cases  Orange 


sold,  with  good  competition,  at  an  advance  of  Is.  on  thef 
previous  sales.  Un worked  common  dark  and  blocky,  72s.  to 
78s. ;  ordinary  free  red,  81s.  to  82s  ;  medium  to  fair  reddish, 
83s.  to  84s.  per  cwt.  The  spot  quotation  for  TN  lac  is  now 
85s.,  and  for  Garnet  AC  84s.  per  cwt.  To-day  the  market 
has  shown  a  considerable  improvement  on  receipt  of  tele- 
grams from  Calcutta  reporting  an  advancs  in  price  and 
quoting  from  7s.  to  8s.  above  London  parity.  About  600 
cases  have  charged  hands  on  the  following  basis  : — TN 
Orange,  October-December,  83s  ;  November  Jmuary,  83s  6d. 
to  84s  ;  December-February,  85s.  per  cwt.,  c.i  f.  terms.  All 
this  business  was  done  in  second-hand,  impjitsrs'  prices 
being  above  these  quotations. 

Spermaceti. — Firmly  held  at  Is  5d.  to  Is.  5\d.  per  lb. 
for  refined  American.  It  is  said  that  prices  are  not  likely  to 
show  a  decline  duiing  the  winter  months. 

Star  Anise  — Dearer.  On  the  spot  105s.  per  cwt.  is 
asked  for  genuine  Chinese,  and  basiness  ha*  been  done  at 
100s  landed  at  Marseilles.  The  last  quotation  for  shipment 
is  88s.  6d.  c  i  f.  terms. 

Sulphur — Is  very  scarce  on  the  spot  and  about  10s. 
dearer  since  last  week;  the  advance  still  continues.  For 
good  foreign  flowers  as  much  aj  11  per  ton  is  a^ked,  while 
for  roll  sulphur  the  quotation  is  61  10s  per  U«n.  Recovered 
rock  sulphur  has  advanced  about  5s  to  4^  17s.  6d.  per  ton 
ex  ship. 

Tragacanth  has  been  rather  rtnre  active  since  our  last 
report. 

Turmeric  —Very  firmly  held  at  13s  per  cwt.  for  good 
bright  Madras  Soger.  For  doll  but  bold  Cochin  finder, 
9s.  6'1.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid.  At  auction  55  bags  Madras 
were  bought  in  at  12s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla — A  fair  supply  wa=r  offered  and  partly  sold 
without  change  in  price — good  7  inch  to  3*  inch  chocolate, 
28s  ;  fair  6  inch  to  7i  inch,  23s  to  24s.  6d. ;  good  ditto, 
5  inch  to  7  inch,  23s.  6d.  to  23s  ;  ordinary,  various  lengths, 
partly  mouldy,  from  19s.  down  to  9s. 

Various  Drugs  — Seventeen  bates  round  green  Buchu 
leaves  were  bought  in  at  3d.  per  lb.  Civet  was  in  lather 
plentiful  supply,  17  horns  being  shown.  They  were,  how- 
ever, nearly  all  of  very  ordinary  low  quality,  and  were  bought 
in  at  fiom  20s  to  30s.  per  oz  ,  nominally.  Three  bales  thick 
dark  brown  Coca  leaves  wt-re  bought  in  at  8ft'.  per  lb  Gum 
ammoniacum:  a  box  of  fine  picked  jellow  grain  and  dark  was 
bought  in  at  65s.  per  ext.  Kola  nuts  in  fair  supply  and 
somewhat  dull  of  sale.  One  bag  of  fair  Jamaica  nuts  sold 
at  4*ft\  per  lb.  Forty  bags  of  bold  Soai  Domingo  kolas,  im- 
ported via  Hamburg,  were  bought  in  without  a  bid.  Kamala 
dull  of  sale,  and  bought  in  at  5d  per  lb.  for  good  quality. 
Fifteen  packages  Lime-juice  from  Jamaica,  with  a 
great  deal  of  sediment,  sold  cheaply  at  from  ltd.  per  gall. 
Several  lots  of  Sandalwood  logs  wera  bought  ia  to-day  at 
from  211.  to  3§l.  per  ton.  Five  bales  fair  Senega,  without 
aroma,  were  bought  in  at  Is.  4«\  per  lb.  Thirty- three  bags 
of  Squills  were  bought  in,  fine  whits  at  5d.,  ordinary  yellow 
mixed  at  3d  per  lb.  Nine  cases  Tonen  beans  were  bought 
in,  partly  small  but  froBted  at  2s.,  foxy  lOd  to  12a!.  per  lb. 
Five  packages  good  bright  Malta  cut  Orange-peel  sold 
without  reserve  to-day  at  the  very  low  price  of  4A«\  per  lb. 
For  other  parcels  the  limit  remains  at  6^d.  to  7}jd.  per  lb. 
Twenty  packages  of  Buchu  leaves  have  arrived  from  Cape- 
town this  week. 

Wax  (Bees'). — Ia  fairly  good  supply,  but  little  demand i 
Several  lots  of  Australian  wax  were  bought  in  at  61.  10s. 
per  cwt.  Of  12  packages  Aden,  four  dull  orange  fold,  subject, 
at  80s  Sixty-three  packages  bleached  Fast  Indian  were 
bought  in,  good  white  at  81.  5s.  per  cwt.  For  certified 
genuine  French  beeswax,  in  brown  bars.  81  per  c»vt.  is 
asked.  Five  packages  Jamaican  sold  at  full  rates,  from  81. 
to  81.  7s  6d.  for  brown  to  fire  yellow  mixed.  Two  e?„ses 
Antiguan  realised  81.  10s.  for  fine,  and  61.  12s.  6d.  for  dull 
quality.  For  good,  partly  dark,  mixed  Madagascar  a  bid  of 
61.  2s.  6d  is  to  be  submitted,  while  for  jellow  and  white 
mixed  Spanish  51.  per  cwt  was  accepted.  A  quantity  of 
Zanzibar  was  bought  in  a1"  51  to  51  15s  for  dark  to  medium 
quality. 
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Was  (Japan)  is  easier,  the  new  ciop  being  now  about 
dae.  At  auction  to-day  15  cases  were  ofiered,  of  which  5 
sold  at  a  decline  of  5*.,  viz  —  47s.  6d.  for  fair  pale  squares. 
Privately  a  sale  of  100  cases  has  been  made  at  41s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.  Hamburg. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  shows  much  more 
activity,  and  the  general  outlook  is  considerably  brighter. 
The  demand  from  the  United  States  is  heavier,  and  already 
some  good  orders  have  been  placed  for  prompt  delivery,  and 
also  lor  early  next  year.  It  may  be  mentioned,  however, 
that  the  exports  to  the  States  during  the  past  three  or  four 
months  hive  deci eased  by  from  20  to  30  per  cent.,  so  that  a 
Jot  of  leaway  has  to  be  made  up.  The  Board  of  Trade 
Returns  for  October  show  a  considerable  decrease  in  the 
exports  of  alkali,  as  compared  with  both  October  1895  and 
1394.  Compared  with  1895,  there  is  a  decrease  of  176,346 
cwt.  (28  3  per  cent.),  and  with  October  1894,  of  197,727  cwt. 
(30  6  per  cent.).  The  total  decrease  for  the  ten  months  end- 
ing October,  when  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year, 
is  1,145,762  cwt.,  the  actual  figures  being  :  1895,  5,115,5?.7 
cwt. ;  1896,  3,969,765  cwt.  There  is  also  a  substantial 
decrease  in  bleacbiag  materials  for  the  ten  months.  In 
1894  1,047,233  cwt.,  in  1895  1,157,027  cwt,,  and  in  1896  only 
957,258  cwt  were  expotted.  As  regards  the  present  position 
of  individual  products,  the  most  noticeable  alteration  to  be 
reported  is  in  Sulphate  of  ammonia,  in  which  good  business 
is  passing  at  better  prices.  Qao:ations  are:  Beckton  terms, 
8/. ;  Beckton  November,  8Z  5*.,  December,  8!.  10s. ;  Leith, 
11.  lis.  Qd. ;  Hull,  11.  17s.  6d.  to  Ql.  Benzols  are  dull,  but 
there  is  not  much  likelihood  of  any  decline  in  price 
Bleaching -powder  is  firm.  Sulphate  of  copper  has  advanced 
— Anchor,  to  lit.  ;  Liverpool,  1QI.  10s  ;  December- January - 
Ma,y,  111.  Aniline  oil  and  salts  remain  very  firm.  Naphthas, 
dull  and  tending  lower.  Wnite  powdered  Arsenic,  firm. 
Sulphur,  firm  and  scarce. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 
Oar  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  November  11, 
says  that  Castor  oil  continues  to  manifest  a  strong  upward 
tendency,  and  all  grades  show  an  advance  on  last  week's 
figures.  Good  seconds  Calcutta,  have  been  relling  freely  at 
3§d.  per  lb.,  and  now  3§<i.  per  lb.  is  asked,  and  the  same 
figure  is  qaotel  for  good  seconds  Madias  and  first-pressure 
French,  second-pressure  French  at  3%i.  to  3^d.  per  lb.  Some 
Madras  is  held  for  4d.  per  lb.  First-pressure  Belgian  is  held 
for  3hl.  to  3§d.  Canary-seed  is  without  any  new  feature, 
good  bright  Turkish  selling  at  29s.  to  30s.  per  quarter. 
African  ginger  in  much  better  request ;  large  sales  have  been 
made  at  ills.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  and  now  holders  are  talking  of 
more  money.  Spermaceti  {Chilian)  is  in  limited  supply, 
and  Is.  b\d  is  the  value  of  good  white.  Honeys  are  all 
reading  to  a  higher  plane  of  values,  as  indicated  for  some 
time  past,  and  tales  of  prime  Californian  have  been  effected 
at  37s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  while  more  money  is  now  wanted. 
Chilian  is  steadily  increasing  in  value,  and  quotations  range 
from  22s.  to  35s.  as  in  quality.  Quillaia-bark  during  the 
week  has  experienced  a  sharp  advance,  and  sales  have  been 
made  at  l'U.  to  Ul.  10s,  according  to  quantity,  but 
now  151.  is  demanded,  stocks  on  the  spot  being  much  re- 
duced and  are  in  strong  hands.  Cream  of  tartar  unchanged 
at  85s.  per  cwt.  for  first  white  French,  and  Spanish  a  shade 
less.  Potashes  quiet  at  21s  6d.  for  potashes  and  35s.  per  cwt. 
for  pearlarhes.  Gum  acacia  continues  very  slowof  sale,  Sou- 
dan sorts  bting  especially  neglected,  but,  in  the  absence  of 
business,  nominally  unaltered.  Medium  qualities  are  still  very 
scarce  and  recent  inquiries  have  had  to  go  unsatisfied.  For 
some  rosy  black  Cochineal  at  auction  ll^d.  per  lb.  was  bid, 
but  owners'  views  are  about  Is.  Id  to  Is.  'id.  per  lo. 

The  Amsterdam  Market. 

Our  Amsterdam  correspondent,  writing  after  last  week's 
cinchona-auctions,  states  that  fine  quality  of  Drugjists'  barks 
in  whole  or  broken  quill  were  in  demand,  and  realised  good 
prices.  Common  grades,  however,  are  quite  neglected,  The 
general  decline  announced  in  our  telegram  of  last  week  wa3 
nor.  unexpected.  It  is  caused  entirely  by  the  enormous 
shipments  of  bark  from  Java.  In  fact,  if  it  had  not  beei 
lor  the  unu«ual  large  quantities  of  rioh  barks  offering,  t^e 


average  unit  would  have  been  down  to  2c.  at  the  most,  as  is 
shown  by  tte  fact  that  nearly  all  the  quinine  in  the  bark 
offered — viz  .  9  491  kilos. — actually  changed  hands  at  that 
unit,  while  924  kilos  only  brought  a  unit  of  1|<2.  per  ^-kilo. 
The  total  quantity  of  bark  offered  in  the  nine  auctions  that 
have  been  held  in  Amsterdam  is  slightly  less  than  that  of 
the  corresponding  auctions  of  last  year  ;  but  the  barks  have 
been  of  a  much  higher  standard,  and,  in  consequence,  the 
equivalent  of  sulphate  of  quinine  has  increased  from 
256,101  kilos,  last  year  to  274,784  kilos,  this  year.  Holders, 
moreover,  have  shown  themselves  much  more  anxious  to 
sell,  only  47,907  kilos,  of  quinine  having  been  bought  in 
at  this  year's  auctions,  against  87,484  kilos,  at  the  nine  corre- 
sponding auctions  of  1895.  The  unit  is  now  lower  than  it  has 
ever  been  before,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  improvement. 

The  Hamburg  Drug  market. 

O  ir  correspondent  writes  on  November  10  : — 11  Business  on 
our  drug-market  continues  to  be  quiet  Camphor  (refilled) 
shows  a  small  demand, but  a  quiet  market;  there  are  buyers 
at  320oi.  per  103  kilos.,  while  holders  ask  325m,  to  328m.  per 
100  kilos.  Japanese  isinglass  (Agar  Agar)  is  very  firm  and 
advancing.  Our  stocks  are  decreasing  daily,  and  to-day's 
piice  is  260m.  per  100  kilos.  Cape  aloes  shows  little  business, 
to-da>'s  price  474m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  copaiba  firm  ; 
f  pot  is  still  offering  at  3  40m.  to  3  50 m.  per  kilo.,  while  direct 
shipments  from  Maraciibo  have  been  sold  at  3  90m  per  kilo. 
Peru  balsam  remaims  quiet  at  16^m.  per  kilo.  Tolu  balsam 
very  firm  at  7m.  per  kilo.  Ergot  of  rye  is  still  quiet,  as  the 
expected  orders  from  America  have  not  come  in  yet ;  to  day's 
quotation  is  100 m.  per  100  kilos.  Star- anise  seed  is  again 
firmer,  spot  quotes  210m.,  while  shipment  has  been 
done  at  83s.  Star  anise  oil  is  unchanged,  quiet,  at  I9|m.  per 
kilo.  Peppermint  oil  (Japan)  very  firm  and  scarce ; 
HGH  is  qutet  at  7m.  to  7:^m.  per  lb.  To3d,  floating,  is  quoted 
6|m  per  lb.  Menthol  again  firmer,  for  spot  as  well  as  for 
shipment;  spot  is  quoted  to-day  at  17m.  to  17|m.  per  kilo. 
Cassia  oil  as  well  as  CitroneUa  oil  are  extremely  firm  and 
scarcely  offering  at  present.  Japan  wax  is  firm,  some  small 
lots  which  have  arrived  here  lately  can  be  bought  at  92  n.  to 
93m.  per  100  kilos. ;  Sjpternber- October  shipment  is  quoted 
85m.  per  100  kilos.  Carnauba  wax  dull ;  good  grey  quality 
is  offering  freely  at  lOOai.  per  100  kilos,  and  le=s.  Saffron 
has  again  advanced.  Castor  oil  is  firm  and  scarce  ;  French 
oil  of  first-pressicg  is  held  at  60m.  per  100  kilo3." 

The  Bergen  Cod  liver  Oil  Market. 
Writing  on  November  7,  our  Bergen  correspondent  states 
that  business  remains  very  dull  without  visible  signs  of 
improvement.  Quotations  remain  respectively  165s  and 
160s  ,  fo.b.,  for  best  Lofoten  and  Finnmarhen.  The  ship- 
ments from  Bergen  up  to  date  are  4,829  barrels,  against  4,993 
barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1895. 


The  Manufacture  of  Carbonic-acid  Gas  in  Ger- 
many.— An  American  Consular  Report  recently  issued  gives 
some  interesting  particulars  on  the  carbonic-acid  industry  in 
Germany.  The  industrial  uses  of  the  gas  are  for  aerating 
mineral  waters,  and  other  effervescent  beverages  ;  for  making 
various  carbonates  and  other  products, s  uch  as  salicylic  acid  'r 
for  the  manufacture  of  artificial  ice  and  the  cooling  of  re- 
frigerators and  cold-storage  chambers.  In  183L  the  output 
exceeded  six-and-a-half  million  pounds  of  liquid  carbonic 
acid  and  it  is  steaiily  increasing.  Carbonic  acid,  produced 
artificially,  unless  the  source  is  magnesite,  is  usually  impure, 
while  that  occurring  naturally  in  springs  is  of  great  purity, 
so  that  for  most  purposes  the  latter  source  is  preferab  e. 
There  are  many  such  springs  on  the  lower  Rhine,  but  only 
lately  their  value  has  been  fully  realised.  Where  the  gas  is 
in  sufficient  quantity  the  spring  is  securely  closed  in,  and  the 
surplus  gas  condensed  to  liquid  form.  When  the  supply 
from  natural  springs  became  insufficient  for  the  growing 
industry,  recourse  was  had  to  artificial  borings.  Tne  first 
artesian  well  for  this  purpose  was  sunk  at  Burgbrohl,. 
near  Coblenz,  in  1883,  and  was  only  5|  incaes  in 
diameter.  At  a  depth  of  171  feet  a  stream  was  reached' 
which,  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  yielded  1C8  gallons  of 
water  and  375  gallons  of  dry  carbonic-acid  gas  per  minute, 
no  less  than  1.394,800  lbs.  of  liquid  carbonic  acid  being 
obtained  during  this  period. 


November  14,  1896  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 
as  concisely  as  possible. 

Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 
separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 
with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Chemists  and  Druggist3  and  the  English  Language. 

Sir, — I  think  I  have  reason  to  congratulate  myself  that 
my  humble  endeavour  to  induce  pharmaceutical  students  to 
cultivate  precision  of  language  bas  excited  the  amount  of 
interest  to  which  your  columns  have  borne  witness.  I  do 
not  profess  to  ba  a  philologist  or  an  etymologist,  and  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  I  might  have  selected  better  examples 
of  pievailicg  errors.  It  is  also  likely,  or  at  least  possible, 
that  any  prevailing  error  would  find  defenders,  either  in 
America  cr  in  England,  and  that  something,  at  least,  might  be 
advanced  on  its  behalf.  All  this  scarcely  touches  my  main 
argument,  which  was  to  the  effect  than  the  use  of  words 
without  due  consideration  of  their  ex ict  meanings  tends  to 
produce  a  confused  or  imperfect  appreciation  of  the  ideas 
which  the  same  words,  when  used  by  others,  are  intended  or 
calculated  to  convey,  and  that  hence  it  becomes  a  fertile 
source  of  misapprehension,  or  even,  in  some  instances,  of 
misrepresentation.  Of  this  effect,  the  lstter  of  Mr.  C  S. 
Ashtoo,  in  your  last  issue,  supplies  a  remarkable  example. 
He  writes  that,  in  my  eyes,  Mr.  Gladstone  is  "  not  the  least 
guilty  "  of  the  politicians  who  have  corrupted  the  English 
language,  and  that  "for  no  word  of  his  unquenchable 
eloquence"  will  I  "allow  the  possibility  of  lasting  remem- 
brance" Mr  Gladstone  was  cited  as  an  authority  for  the 
use  of  "  reliable,"  aad  I  cited  further  authority  to  show  that 
he  had  abandoned  the  use.  If  there  were  any  question  of 
'■  guilt"  in  the  matter,  surely  a  person  who  had  abandoned 
any  course  comp'ained  of  would  be  less  "  guilty "  than 
another  person  who  persevered  in  it;  and  so  far,  the  word 
"rot"  should  have  been  omitted  from  Mr.  Asihton's sentence. 
Then  I  never  referred  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  "eloquence," 
whether  quenohable  or  unquenchable,  at  all ;  but  only  to  his 
"writings."  Nor  did  I  express  aiy  opinion,  as  to  their 
probable  permanence,  bat  only  said  that  the  idea  of  their 
baing  permaaeut  was  new  to  me.  Like  any  other  new  idea, 
it  would  require  consideration  before  it  was  either  "allowed  " 
or  disallowed.  Mr.  Ashtoa  reads  his  own  thoughts  into  the 
moit  plain  and  simple  phraseology  ;  and,  instead  of  graspirjg 
my  meaning,  attributes  to  me  sometbing  which  never  entered 
my  mind.  I  am  much  obliged  to  him  for  thus  furnishing  an 
illustration  of  my  argument. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Harley  Street,  Nov.  2.  R.  Brudenell  Carter. 


Sir, — Ths  critic;  may  rest  assured  that  nothing  bat  dire 
necessity  compels  our  descent  to  such  depths  as  "  reliable" 
and  its  compounds.  Bat  we  need  not  apologize  for  asking 
space  of  you  in  which  to  answer  them  ;  for  if  there  be  a 
profession  or  business  in  which  during  centuries  exuberant 
verbosity,  vain  repetition,  and  ridiculous  circumlocution 
have  held  sway,  it  is  that  trade  of  which  to-day  your 
concisely  written  and  easily  read  journal  is  the  organ. 

This  flattering  of  the  critical  dovecote  (does  a  dovecote 
flatter  ?)  suggests  the  horror  its  denizens  would  experience 
at  some  contractions  of  simple  names  ernp'oyed  in  the  office 
where  I  work.  Yet  "a  dozen  all  cocks"  has  no  reference  to 
male  fowl  or  even  eggs,  but  to  a  porous  plaster.  Nor  does 
"  a  twelfth  of  Clarke's  blood  "  conjure  to  oar  vision  a  scene  of 
swguinary  strife  or  an  operating  theatre. 

The  fact  is,  industry  compels  us  to  avoid  all  avoidable 
clrc allocation,  and  the  adyaataga  of  the  English  linguige 


to  an  industrious  people  is  that  it  can  be  adapted  readily 
and  without  pedantry  to  our  habits  cf  time-economy. 

If  the  pedants  will  allow  us  still  to  say  (and  jour  comps 
to  set  up)  "  reliable  "  there  will  be  no  objection  raised  by  us 
to  their  own  repetition  of  the  six  words  of  its  equivalent 
every  time  they  meet  the  eight  letters.  That  the  word  is 
understood  no  one  questions. 

That  the  pages  of  life  must  be  turned  without  too  much 
reference  to  the  footnotes,  must  be  equally  obvious  to  the 
student  who  honestly  tries  to  follow  the  plot  and  enjoy  the 
volume. 

That  primrose  by  the  river's  brim 
A  yellow  primrose  was  to  him, 
And  it  was  nothin g  more  ; 

and  he  did  not  quarrel  with  ths  name  for  its  primness,  nor 
with  the  yellow  blossom  for  its  want  of  otto. 

Yours  truly, 

London,  October  31.  C.  Pike. 


Sir, — May  I  hope  that  in  this  wordy  warfare  about  words 
we  shall  act  ia  spirit 

Just  like  prizefighters  in  a  ring, 
Who  first  shake  Innds  before  they  fight, 
Then  give  each  other  plaguey  knocks 
With  all  the  loving-kindness  of  a  brother. 

This  understood,  I  venture  once  more  to  contend  with  Mr. 
Carter,  whose  thanks,  as  pleasant  as  unexpected,  have  been 
whittled  down  to  what  seems  the  vanishing-point,  and  are 
therefore  a  trifle  disappointing.  Pjrhaps  they  were  "rote 
sarcastick";  but  if,  as  he  would  fain  make  out,  my  "intelli- 
gible meaning  "  is  limited  to  "  lunatics  or  criminals,"  I  bave, 
in  his  own  person,  a  triumphant  refutation,  for  he,  though 
neither  criminal  cor  lunatic,  will  surely  admit  he  can  be 
"bound"  by  an  agreement  and  "  constrained  by  a  ser.se  of 
duty."  Although  we  are  allowei  a  little  badinage,  Mr.  Ball 
forgets  that  our  ultimate  object  is  mutual  improvement,  and 
his  reference  to  my  letter  would  have  been  more  to  the 
purpose  had  he  given  us  a  definition  of  his  own,  and  backed 
it  by  a  reference  to  Dr.  Murray. 

In  the  teeth  of  your  own  opinion  that  the  word  bas  come 
tT  stay,  it  is  strange  to  find  E.  W.  R.  (208/19)  ':  glad  to  hear 
'reliable  '  is  to  go,  especially  as  we  have  such  a  good  English 
word  as  '  trustworthy  '  to  use  in  its  place,"  but,  to  quote 
him  further,  "is  it  not  a  little  silly,"  since  "trustworthy" 
is  the  older  word,  to  writs  as  if  it  were  not  ?  Let  him  take 
the  two  words  upon  thair  merits,  and  he  will  see  that  for 
businejs  capacity,  stolid,  broad-bottomed,  emirently- 
respectable  "  trustworthy  "  has  not  the  ghost  of  a  chance 
against  his  nimble  dapper  competitor  "reliable."  To  begin 
with,  "trustworthy"  is  too  long,  for  who,  save  a  lawyer,  cares 
to  use  eleven  letters  to  do  the  work  of  eight  ?  In  the  next 
place,  it  offers  but  three  sjllables  for  division,  while  "reli- 
able "  has  four ;  and,  what  is  still  more  to  the  purpose, 
three  of  those  syllables  require  no  more  letters  than  the  first 
one  in  "trustworthy,"  besides  taking  up  lejs  room  atd  being 
more  easy  to  write.  It  strikes  me  that  good  old  "  trust- 
worthy," in  spite  of  his  highly  respectable  parentage,  will 
find  himself  relegated  to  the  top  shelf  of  English  cla'sics, 
while  his  bandy,  though  base-born,  brother  "  reliable  "  is 
pressed  into  the  service  of  English  commerce.  "  E.  W.  R." 
may  be  interested  in  learning  that  more  than  sixty  years  »go 
Dr.  Ure,  ia  his  "  Philosophy  of  Manufactures,"  remarked,  as 
he  has  done,  on  this  difference  between  the  derivation  of 
"manufactured"  and  its  application.  The  explanaion  is 
not  far  to  seek,  though  the  doctor  does  not  supply  it.  Some 
years  ago  this  distich  might  be  seen  over  the  door  of  an  old 
house  in  Newcastle  near  the  town  wall  :— 

Bye  hammer  and  hande 
Alle  artes  doe  siande. 

In  accordance,  therefore,  with  the  legal  maxim,  "  Q  li  facit 
per  alium  facit  per  se,"  the  hand  that  made  the  machine 
might  also  claim  to  have  made  whatever  issued  from  it. 
Moreover,  the  additional  quantity  produced  required  a  special 
building  or  factory  to  hold  it.  This,  when  it  he'd  the 
machines  as  well,  became  a  factory,  and  tha  product  of 
those  machines  its  manufacture.  Instead  of  coining  a  fresh 
word,  it  was  found  convenient  to  restrict  the  term  to  goods 
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made  by  machinery,  while  goods  not  so  produced  were 
known  as  hand-made. 

As  for  the  shady  gentleman's  "  <ft?lapitated,"  the  smile  it 
calls  forlh  will  be  better  understood  by  a  reference  to  the 
dictionary. 

Mr.  Ashton,  in  damning  with  faint  praise  Mr.  Carter's 
commendable  desire  for  accuracy,"  shows  no  great  desire 
for  it  himself,  since  "one of  those  wild  guesses"  with  which 
he  credits  Mr  Carter  a  closer  attention  to  the  text  will  show 
Mr.  Carter  did  not  make.  Dropping  the  etymology  of 
"awful,"  I  submit  to  him  and  to  your  readers  a  theory  as  to 
the  present  extended  use  of  the  word  which,  though  personal 
rather  than  etymological,  may  throw  some  light  upon  the 
snhiect. 

When,  during  the  fifties,  I  went  to  reside  in  Glasgow,  two 
things  struck  me  about  the  inhabitants  as  remarkable — the 
wearing  of  plaid  petticoats  in  which  the  predominant  colour 
was  red,  and  their  incessant  use  of  the  word  "  awful."  This 
latter  trait  I  set  down  to  their  general  religiousness  and 
familiarity  with  "  awful  "  topics  ;  the  former  to  their  fond- 
ness for  the  tartan.  Society,  with  a  bi^  S,  which  usually 
takes  its  fashions  from  the  South,  for  once  went  North,  and 
red  petticoats  a  few  years  later  became  so  much  the  fashion 
in  Eogland  that  the  late  Dr.  Mackay  was  moved  to  write 
verses  in  praise  of  the  modest  white  petticoat,  as  against  its 
lUunting  red  sister.  Only  since  then  has  "awful"  come 
into  such  universal  use,  and  though  Society  has  long  dis- 
carded the  petticoat,  it  cannot,  apparently,  rid  itself  of  its 
objectionable  travelling  companion. 

Hoping  Mr.  Carter's  advice  about  Cobbett's  Grammar  will 
not  be  forgotten,  I  am  faithfully  yours, 

Ely,  November  4.  Lincolne,  Senr. 


Sir — The  hair-splitting  tournament  in  which  your  con- 
tributors have  taken  part  on  the  invitation  of  Mr.  R.  B. 
Carter  baa  been  interesting,  if  only  by  reason  of  the  dexterity 
displayed  by  the  master  of  the  ceremonies  in  making  a 
smart  address  out  of  such  slender  material. 

There  is  a  fallacy  underlying  the  criticisms  of  Mr  Carter 
and  others  in  that  they  assume  the  meaning  of  a  given  wn"l 
to  be  a  definite  and  constant  quantity,  which  it  is  not.  Tue 
meaning',  like  the  spelling,  of  most  words  not  signifying 
somet'riog  grossly  physical  undergoes  a  gradual  and  imper- 
ceptible change  from  its  inception  until  its  obsolescence,  so 
that  to  attempt  to  fix  a  particular  meaning  once  and  for  all 
merely  on  etymological  or  philological  grounds  is  as  absurd 
as  to  dictate  to  the  tides.  Man,  dressed  in  a  little  brief 
authority,  may  protest  against  what  he  calls  the  misuse  or 
abuse  of  certain  words  and  the  neogenesis  of  others,  but 
the  evolution  of  language  will  proceed  on  its  way  undeterred. 
A  word,  of  itself,  has  no  essential  inseparable  meaning  ;  its 
signification  is  what  we,  the  populace,  choose  to  understand 
by  it  for  the  time  being.  There  is,  indeed,  no  absolutely 
right  way  of  spelling  or  pronouncing  a  word ;  custom, 
present-day  custom,  is  the  only  criterion.  As  often  as  not 
the  accepted  spelling  of  a  word  obscures  instead  of 
enlightening  one  on  its  history.  Examples  in  support  of 
each  of  these  statements  will  be  found  in  any  treatise  on  the 
history  of  language,  and  in  the  light  of  such  history  I  claim 
the  right  for  my  fellow-plebs  to  adopt  the  current  and  not 
the  etymological  signification  of  a  word,  and  to  manufacture 
new  words  or  give  new  meanings  to  old  words  as  cccasion 
may  require.     .  Yours  independently, 

A  Radical  M.D.  (218/24) 


Cutting  and.  Anti-cutting. 

As  we  go  to  press,  Mr.  William  Bay,  managing-director  of 
Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  (Limited),  Southampton, 
sends  us  a  copy  of  further  correspondence  he  has  had  with 
Mr.  Glyn  Jones.  We  can  not  find  room  for  the  publication 
of  this  in  full,  but  give  the  gist  of  it.  It  appears  that  a 
statement  bad  been  published  asserting  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
had  alleged  "  that  Day's  were  selling  some  of  the  new  pro- 
tected articles  below  the  minimum  price."  Mr.  Day  wrote 
to  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  on  November  2  asking  when  and  where 
such  sales  took  place,  and  to  give  the  number  of  the  bills 
handed  to  the  customer  in  each  case.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
replied  on  November  6  explaining  that  the  delay  of  his 
reply  was  due  to  absence,  and  painted  out  that  he  referred  to  J 


the  new  protected  articles,  meaning  the  latest  additions  to 
the  P.A.T.A.  list — viz  ,  Powell's  balsam,  B;etham's  prepara- 
tions, Moller'a  oil,  &c.  It  was  distinctly  untrue,  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  added,  to  say,  as  Mr.  Day  had  said,  that  he  (Mr. 
Glyn-Jones)  charged  the  company  behind  their  backs  with 
having  broken  the  agreement.  What  he  alleged  was  that, 
as  recently  as  October  24,  a  bottle  of  Powell's  balsam  was 
purchase!  at  the  Company's  Liverpool  Street  shop  at  10<Z. 
l'he  bill  was  numbered  3B,  arid  initialled  "  H.  A  " 

Mr.  Day  replied  on  November  10.  He  quoted  da'e3  to 
show  that  at  the  time  the  charge  was  made  (October 
15)  the  articles  alluded  to  (Powell's  balsam,  &c.)  were 
not  protected.  Moreover,  he  add?,  "  You  admit  that  you 
never  sent  us  the  liac  of  these.  We  discovered  that 
they  had  been  added  at  the  same  time  as  we  discovered 
that  our  supplies  had  been  cut  off.  If,  as  yon  say,  your 
remarks  applied  to  these  goods,  how  did  you  expect,  us  to 
discover  that  minimum  prices  had  been  tixed  for  them? 
By  clairvoyance  ? 

"No,  sir,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  yon  intended  the  reader 
to  believe  that  we  had  sold  under  the  minimum  prices  goods 
the  minimum  prices  of  which  we  had  undertaken  to  main- 
tain, and  that  our  doing  so  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  our 
name  was  pat  upon  the  black  list.  You  wrote  to  us  on 
October  23  (  G.  $  B.,  p.  655)  professing  to  give  us  the  true 
reasons  why  this  course  was  taken,  and  again  on  October  28 
(C.  $  B.,  p.  697),  but  you  gave  us  not  the  slightest  hint 
that  you  intended  to  bring  any  such  charge.  Meantime, 
however,  yon  made  this  statement  for  publication,  and  wrote, 
'  behind  our  backs,'  to  some  of  the  firms  with  whom  we  have 
done  business  for  years,  and  actually  succeeded  in  convincing 
them  that  we  had  done  what  yon  had  Lever  openly  charged 
us  with  doing,  and  what,  you  must  admit,  we  have  never 
done 

"  What  is  the  use  of  talking  of  our  prices  for  goods,  the 
minimum  prices  of  which  we  have  not  only  not  undertaken  to 
maintain,  but  which,  on  your  own  showing,  we  have  not  even 
been  asked  to  observe?  Unless,  indeed,  you  wish  to  main- 
tain ths.%  anyone  who  has  at  any  time  signed  auy  of  your 
agreements  is  bound  by  all  the  agreements  that  you  may 
istue  for  evermore,  even  though  you  withhold  supplies  of  all 
the  articles  mentioned  in  them  so  far  as  it  is  in  your  power 
to  withhold  them  !" 

Mr.  D^y  proceeds  to  ask  a  few  questions  directly  affecting 
the  inttrests  of  all  who  have  signed  a  P  A.  V. A.  agreement. 
He  would  like  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  to  say  whether  he  considers 
the  agreements  issued  by  his  association  are  1- gaily  binding 
upon  the  signatories?    Whether  both  legally  aod  morally,  or 
only  morally  binding,  are  they  so  during  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  of  the  lives  of  individual  signatories  and  during 
the  whole  of  the  future  existence  of  the  firms,  companies  and 
associations  who  are  parties  to  them  ?    If  not,  are  they  ter- 
minable, with  or  without  notice,  by  either  side?  If  so,  is  it  very 
reprehensible  for  one  party  to  state  that  ?  If  he  considers  that 
the  agreements  are  inviolable,  how  does  he  excuee  his  asso- 
ciation for  breaking  its  inviolable  agreement  with  Mr.  Day's 
company  ?  Does  he  hold  that  either  party  can  "  decide  to 
consider"  anything  that  what  the  other  party  has  done  is  an 
"offence  against  its  rules,"  and  can  cancel  the  agreement 
on  that  ground,  even  though  neither  party  has  under- 
taken to  observe  any  "rules"  which    the    other  may 
think  proper  to  formulate?    Or  is  it  his  opinion  that 
any  party  to  an  agreement  with  those  he  contemptuously 
calls  "cutters"  is   entitled  to  break  faith  whenever  it 
suits  his  purpose  to  do  so  ?    Mr.  Day,  in  fact,  argues  that 
the  PA.T.A.  had  broken  its  agreement  with  his  company, 
and  he  maintains  that,  as  long  as  the  P.A.T.A.  considers 
itself  justified  in  "asking  their  wholesale  friends  not  to  send 
any  of  their  goods"  to  any  firm  they  may  choose  to  name, 
for  any  reason,  outside  their  agreement,  which  they  may 
choose  to  give,  the  Association  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  an 
unmitigated  and  irresponsible  tyranny    Mr.  Glyn-Jones  says 
it  is  open  to  anyone  to  avail  himself  of  the  alternative  of  no5 
stocking  the  protected  goods.    Yes,  it  would  be  open  to  him 
to  commit  commercial  suicide.    Would  he  tell  a  baker,  if  he 
was  boycotted  by  some  "  ring"  which  had  obtained  pos- 
session of  all  breadatuffs,  that  "  there  is  no  law  compelling 
him  to  stock''  bread?    There  is  a  law  compelling  chemists 
to  stock  chemists'  articles.    They  have  built  up  a  trade  in 
them,    these    things    are    necessary    to    their  trade, 
and  persons  have  ro  right  to  form  a  combination  to  prevent 
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them  from  obtaining  the  goods  they  need  Mr.  Day  is  glad 
to  observe  that  five-sixtns  of  the  chemists  of  the  country 
have,  up  to  the  present,  refused  to  subscribe  to  the  Associa- 
tion, and  he  woald  be  surprised  to  learn  that  one  in  a 
hundred  had  bound  himself  in  the  manacles  of  the  new 
agreement  '  not  to  in  any  way  injure  the  sale," Mr. 
Jones  says  that  Day's  company  did  not  tell  the  P.A.T.A. 
what  they  were  "going  to  do  with  all  those  Dr.  Sooto's 
pills."  Mr.  Day  says,  "  We  were  not  asked,  or  we  shmld 
have  replied  that  they  woald  all  be  sold  by  retail  to  the 
public,  and,  if  t'ie  question  had  been  asked  before  you 
cancelled  the  agreement,  we  shou'd  have  added,  '  Not  one 
of  them  will  be  sold  under  your  minimam  prices.'  Now  we 
are  free,  and  shall  do  what  we  like  with  them." 


Sib, — I  have  been  excessively  busy  this  week,  or  I  had 
intended  asking  yon  to  allow  me  the  privilege  of  replying  to 
Mr.  Glyn- Jones's  letter  which  appeared  in  your  last  iasue ;  and 
I  should  like  to  say  now  that  we  entirely  dissent  from  the 
conclusions  and  deny  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  put 
forward  by  Mr.  Glyn -Jones  as  a  reply  to  my  former  letter. 
If  possible,  I  should  like  with  your  permission  to  return  to 
the  subject  next  weak.  Yours  faithfully, 

Jesse  Boot, 
Managing  Director,  Boots  (Limited). 


Sir, — In  Day's  appeal  to  the  public  concerning  the 
"  Riog,"  taeie  is  a  statement  that  if  the  public  will  refuse  to 
pay  these  advanced  prices  they  can  be  supplied  with  a  pre- 
paration of  Ihsirs  which  is  equally  good.  What  does  this 
say  for  substitution  ? 

I  sugeest  that  a  few  chemists  who  have  businesses  near 
them  should  issue  handbills  explaining  this  "Chemists' 
Ring."  I  think  there  is  a  capital  scope  for  one  if  written  up 
by  a  clever  man.  They  would  do  incalculable  good,  and  the 
cost  would  be  nominal.  I  expect  when  the  bulk  of  the 
proprietary  articles  are  protected  in  price,  such  firms  as 
Day's  and  Boot's  will  stick  tighter  to  their  other  bait,  Epsom 
salts  at  Id.  per  lb.  But  all  can  do  that  if  they  choose,  and 
get  a  profit  too.  Those  who  expect  Day's  or  Boot's  to  open 
a  branch  near  them  should  take  the  start,  fill  their  windows 
with  Epsom  salts  at  Id  ,  soda  bicarb,  at  Ihl ,  and  flowers  of 
sulphur  at  lfi.  per  lb.,  and  thus  get  the  B  P.  used  to  such 
prices  before  the  above  firms  throw  that  bait  to  them. 

Yours  truly, 

November  6.  Wat.  George  Btjkge. 


Sib, — Some  time  ago  a  writer  in  your  columns  advised 
chemists  to  charge  for  exhibiting  showcards,  &c  Acting 
on  this  hint  I  am  now  well  supplied  with  handbills,  one  side 
of  which  describes  my  specialities.  I  consider  this  only 
fair.  The  manufacturer  prints  them,  but  I  distribute  them. 
I  do  not  intend  to  use  any  handbills  in  the  future  without 
having  an  interest  in  them.  I  should  in  my  turn  like  to 
make  a  suggestion.  Many  new  preparations  are  constantly 
being  introduced,  and  we  are  frequently  asked  to  stock 
them.  Our  reply  should  be  "  No,"  unless  you  have  joined 
the  P.A.T.A.  and  intend  to  make  the  advertised  price  the 
minimum.  Yours  truly, 

J.  B.  (224/55.) 


Argentine  Republic  Trade  marks. 

Sik, — It  may  hi  important  to  some  of  your  readers  to 
know  that  a  new  law  of  trade  mark  is  projected  in  the 
Argentine  Republic  which  will  have  a  most  serious  effect 
upon  the  rights  of  those  who  wish  to  register  their  marks  in 
Argentina,  but  have  not  already  done  so.  It  appears  that 
four  months  after  the  promulgation  of  the  new  law  anybody 
can  file  and  register  in  his  own  name  a  mark  belonging  to 
another,  and  there  will  be  no  means  to  annul  such  registra- 
tion. The  consequence  will  be  that  such  registered  owner 
will  be  able  to  seize  or  prevent  the  sale  of  goods  bearing  the 
mark  of  the  genuine  proprietor. 

My  agent,  who  has  registered  many  marks  for  me  in  those 
parts — Argentina,  Brazil,  and  South  America — advises  im- 
mediate registration  of  all  marks  in  the  Republic,  and  the 


more  so  as  under  the  new  law  the  fees  will  be  much  higher 
than  they  are  at  present. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedieDt  seivant, 

J.  Seymour  Salamajj, 
Trade-mark  Registration  Offices, 
65  and  65  Chancery  Lane. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Co-respondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  r'pard  to  dit- 
pensing  difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  maybe  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Belladonna  and  Tannin  Suppositories. 

Sib, — If  your  correspondent  would  try  the  following: 
method,  I  think  he  would  have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  result : — In  a  warmed  mortar  pound  the  oleum 
theobromrc  and  the  belladonna  with  the  tannin,  and  work  as 
with  a  pill  mass  until  uniform  ;  melt  with  gentle  heat  over 
a  water-bath  and  run  into  moulds.  I  believe  that  the  dis- 
turbing element  is  more  the  water  used  in  rubbing  the 
belladonna  down  than  the  heat.  About  a  year  and  a  half 
ago  I  wrote  to  you  to  the  same  effect  as  above,  and  have 
since  that  time  made  several  batche?  quickly  and  effectively 
by  this  method.  Yours  sincerely, 

H.  R.  (211/33.) 


212/30.  BJiei  complains  that  a  mixture  containing 
mucilage,  saffron  syrup,  a  little  tartar  emetic  and  Epsom 
salts  with  water  becomes  gelatinous.  Why  J  Because  of 
the  viscous  ferment.  He  should  read  what  "  The  Art  of 
Dispensing  "  says  about  it. 


206/15.  J.  C.  asks  if  a  mixture  of  liq  sfcrych.,  tr.  capoici, 
and  acid,  hydrochlor.  dil.  should  be  filtered.  The  capaicum 
resin  which  is  thrown  out  will  stick  to  the  bottle  if  it  is  not 
removed  by  filtration.    We  should  filter. 


203/51.  Maspic — Iodides  precipitate  quinine,  so  do  alka- 
lies, and  both  are  in  your  prescription.  You  had  no  right  to 
use  acid  to  dissolve  the  quinine  sulphate,  which  should  have 
been  reduced  to  fine  powder,  mixed  with  1  ca  of  the  in- 
fusion, and  added  to  the  rest  of  the  ingredients  previously 
mixed.  Moreover,  nitric  acid  should  never  be  used  to  dis- 
solve quinine  when  an  iodide  is  in  the  prescription,  as  the 
iodide  is  also  decomposed. 


202/60.  Kinoplasm, — (1)  Sodium  salicylate  reacts  with 
spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  forming  a  red-coloured  product  which 
is  a  nitro- compound.  (2)  The  new  Pharmacopoeia  is  ex- 
pected to  be  published  next  year  ;  but  nobody  knows  in  what 
month. 


202/61.  Sol. — The  opacity  of  the  mixture  is  caused  by  the 
spirit  of  juniper,  and  can  only  be  avoided  by  removing  part 
of  the  oil  by  filtration,  which  would  be  against  the  best  prin- 
ciples of  dispensing. 


202/38.  Homo .  —  Ext.  glycyrrbiz.  BP.  is  very  easily 
dissolved  in  water.  It  is  not  stick  liquorice-juice  We 
think,  however,  that  the  prescriber  meant  the  liquid 
extract. 


201/52.  Prescription  asks  what  is  the  usual  discount 
given  by  druggists  to  doctors  on  prescriptions  dispensed,  and 
whether  it  applies  also  to  repeats.  Twenty -five  per  cent,  is 
a  common  allowance,  but  there  is  no  recognised  practice  in 
regard  to  repeats.  When  the  prescriber  wishes  an  allowance 
for  repeats  he  writes  to  that  effect,  or  a  special  arrange- 
ment is  made  in  respect  to  them.  We  may,  however,  add 
that  when  the  prescriber  is  just  beginning  the  druggist 
may,  as  an  encouragement,  give  him  discount  on  everything 
dispensed  or  supplied. 
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202/46.  Pil.  et  Haust— The  precipitate  in  the  neuralgic 
mixture  is  chiefly  fatty  matter  from  the  gelsemium,  and 
should  be  filtered  off. 


203/17.  W.  K.  T.—(l)  See  above  reply.  (2)  We  did  not 
take  into  consideration  the  price  of  guaiacol  carbonate  in 
giving  your  reply  re  cachets,  as  it  was  intended  to  cover 
the  charge  generally.  Although  Is.  6d.  per  dozen  5-gr. 
•cachets  of  that  remedy  is  a  fair  price,  and  none  too  profit- 
able, we  think  that,  when  several  dozens  are  taken  at  a  time 
by  a  regular  customer,  a  reduction  should  be  made. 


216/49.  Army  Dispenser. — A.  solution  of  quinine  sulphate, 
6  gr.  to  the  drachm  (with  acid,  solph.  dil.  q.s.).  cannot  fail 
to  crystallise  when  the  temperature  goes  below  60°  F.,  as  the 
solubility  of  the  bisulphate  (C,0H,,N,O,H,SO,7H2O)  is  1  in  10. 
It  is  the  latter  salt  which  crystallises  out. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matter}  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Lams  of  the  United  Kingdom"  Alpe's  "Sandy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty"  and  Thb  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby. 


216/60.  J.  O.  B  — The  poisons  named  on  page  65  of 
"Pharmacy  and  Poisons,'  Laws"  are  all  that  have  been 
scheduled. 


217/50.  W.  R.  E. — You  cannot  insist  on  transferring  an 
sppientice  to  another  business  to  complete  his  term.  You 
are  under  a  legal  contract  which  you  must  fulfil,  failirg 
which  such  damage  as  a  Court  may  consider  fair  may  be 
awarded  against  you.  The  difficulty,  however,  is  one  which 
with  diplomacy  and  good  temper  you  ought  to  be  able  to 
settle. 

218/10.  Jean  — You  cannot  compel  your  employer  to  give 
you  a  testimonial. 


218/41.  Hopeful. — We  do  not  see  bow  you  can  withdraw 
from  the  explicit  agreement  you  have  signed.  The  agree- 
ment is  not  the  les3  legal  if  it  was  not  stamped.  It  can 
■only  be  enforced  in  a  court  of  law  if  stamped,  but  this  can 
be  done  at  any  tims  on  payment  of  a  penalty. 


218/68.  Ammon. — We  cannot  see  how  jou  can  be  ren- 
dered liable  for  the  careless  use  of  the  ammonia  by  your 
customer  unless  a  very  different  narrative  to  that  which  you 
give  us  is  put  before  a  Court  and  accepted.  You  seem  to 
have  been  exceptionally  careful  in  the  sale. 


220/62.  Nomen  — The  Comptroller  decides  whether  a 
word  submitted  to  him  is  suitaole  for  registration  as  a  trade- 
mark. We  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  accept  such  a 
word  as  Daisy,  Buttercup,  Pansy,  &c,  as  a  trade-mark  for  a 
headache  powder,  provided  it  has  not  already  been  adopted, 
quite  apart  from  any  design. 


222/33.  E.  D  J. — It  is  not  legal  fcr  a  person  not  re- 
gistered as  a  chemist  and  druggist  or  a3  a  medical  man  to 
be  the  proprietor  of  a  shop  where  poisons  are  sold. 


223/36  (Ignoramus)  and  223/68  (E.  X.). — Refer  to  our 
Educational  number,  September  5,  1896.  You  are  required  to 
produce  a  certificate  of  having  been  engaged  in  compound- 
ing for  three  years.  It  is  not  essential  that  the  three  years  ! 
should  have  been  served  under  one  master.  The  Edinburgh 
address  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  36  York  Place. 


224/6  Phosphorus. — You  are  not  legally  bound  to  submit 
year  weights  and  measures  to  the  inspector  when  he  visits 


your  locality.  But  you  are  legally  bound  to  have  them 
correct  and  to  submit  them  for  his  inspection  when  he  calls 
for  that  purpose. 


224/33.  Ambler. — The  retail  sale  of  any  preparation  con- 
taining poison  by  an  unqualified  person  is  an  infiingement 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  This  applies  to  veterinary  as  well  as 
to  all  other  medicines.  An  unqualified  person  may  sell  such 
a  preparation  wholesale — that  is,  to  chemists  to  sell  again — 
but  if  he  sell  to  farmers  for  use  with  their  own  stock,  we 
consider  he  is  selling  by  retail.  He  is  not  responsible  if  he 
sell  to  unqualified  men  to  sell  agaiD,  but  the  unqualified 
retail  vendor  is. 


204/19.  S  W.  A.  T.— The  label  does  cot  appear  to  us  to 
render  the  pills  liable  to  mn^icine  stamp  duty.  Bat  why 
not  ask  the  Board  of  Ioland  Revenue? 


214/70.  Wine- licence. — We  presume  that  strictly  a  com- 
pounder's licence  is  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  coca- 
wine,  but  we  have  never  hea^d  that  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  have  insisted  upon  this.  The  Boaid,  however, 
decline  to  give  a  general  dispensation  to  chemists  to  prepare 
their  own  medicated  wines.  All  they  will  say  is  that  if  the 
person  desiring  to  prepare  such  will  place  himself  in  direct 
communication  with  them,  and  furnish  a  full  statement  of 
Jhe  manner  in  which  he  proposes  to  prepare  the  wice,  and 
the  ingredients  he  intends  to  use,  the  matter  shall  receive 
full  consideration. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


215/51.  Flas  —  (1)  Your  query  has  not  been  neglected, 
but  held  over  from  pressure  on  our  space.  (2)  The  mixture  you 
submit  only  yields  a  clear  solution  in  our  hands,  and  has 
remained  so  for  several  days. 


208/33.  Dublin. —  Liquid  for  Fumigating  Hothouses. — 
Your  customer  is  correct  in  his  surmise.  We  find  the  liquid 
to  be  a  solution  of  crude  nico:ine  in  spirit  of  camphor.  You 
might  try  4  gr.  to  the  ounce  and  let  us  know  how  it  answers. 


202/2.  Nosbig. — The  Black  Reviver-powder  consists  of 
nigrosin.  This  powder  (which  weighs  about  30  gr )  is, 
when  used  for  hats,  directed  to  be  put  into  a  saucerfal  of 
boiling  water  and  brushed  into  the  hat.  For  clothes  half  a 
pint  of  boiling  water  is  added,  and  the  articles  pressed  when 
dry. 


213/57.  Kestrel.— (1)  The  tooth-powder  has  a  base  of 
precipitated  chalk,  a  colouring  of  bole  Armenian,  and  a  per- 
fume in  which  oil  of  cloves  predominates.  (2)  The  Boil- 
ointment  is  ung.  resir.Ee. 

215/10.    Knowledge  — Cough-mixture. — This  is  as  near 


as  we  can  get  to  your  sample  : — - 

Oxy.  scillje   $ij. 

Syr.  marrubii    ..      ..  .. 

Syr.  rhtcados      ..       ..       ..  .. 

Yin.  ipecac.       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ss. 

Spt.  chlorof  Sss. 

Syr.  pruni  virg.  ..      ..      ..      ..      ..  Sis;. 

Glyeeriniad      ..  ..       ..       ..  3x. 

Adults  :  3j-  vel  5>j-  pro  dosis. 


206/21.    E.  D. — We  cannot  identify  ycur  sample. 


203/49.  Curious.— We  do  not  know  the  composition  of 
Guy's  tonic. 


209/34.  Volt  —  The  addition  of  a  little  ether  to  a  battery 
is  made  with  the  idea  of  retarding  polarisation  by  preventing 
the  hydrogen  bubbles  from  sticking  to  the  cathode. 
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291/96.    Lijmpm  We  are  unable  to  identify  the  leaves 

reputed  to  ba  a  South  African  rem9dy  for  renal  aad  other 
disorders.  They  look  more  like  the  leaves  of  a  plant  which 
grows  on  high  altitudes  of  the  Andes,  but  we  camot  be 
■positive  of  this  unless  we  get  some  of  the  flowers.  As  tha 
matter  promises  to  be  of  interest,  we  would  be  glad  if  you 
could  get  a  larger  sampla  for  us,  in  which  we  may  possibly 
find  a  flower. 


194/4,  Judex. — The  original  French  formula  for  Solution 
-of  Phenate  cf  Soda  is  simply  1  part  of  the  salt  in  9  parts 
of  distilled  water,  but  the  following  is  more  generally 
followed  :— 

Carbolic  ae'd   Jij. 

Caustic  soda      . .       . .      . .       . .       . ,  3ss. 

Distilled  water  Siij. 

Dissolve  the  caustic  soda  in  tie  water,  add  the  carbolic  acid,  mix 
Choroug'J; ,  *hen  add— 

Glycerine  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       . .  Jij. 

Distilled  water  to   3xx. 

Mir,  and  ;et  aside  until  clear.  Decant  the  clear  solution  from  the  sedi- 
ment. 

A  small  teaspoon ful  of  this  to  a  claret-glassful  of  water 
make:-  a  mouth-wash. 


189/63  E.  II.  L. — Calves'  Teats  may  be  obtained 
through  druggists'  sundries  houses,  such  as  Messrs.  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Thompson. 


194/51.  Bocro  (Turin). — Ammoniated  Eucalyptus  Oil 
— A  preparation  for  applying  to  the  skin  for  allaying  the 
irritation  of  stings  of  insects  is  sometimes  called  by  this 
name.    It  may  be  made  as  follows  :  — 

01.  eucalypti   ..  3j. 

Liq.  ammon.  fort.   3j. 

S.V.R.  ad  Jij. 

Shake  well  with  1  drachm  of  talc  or  fullers'  earth,  and  filter. 


193/47.  H.  L.  B  (Bombay). — A  good  adhesive  for  Fixing 
Meta.li:  Capsules  to  the  Necks  of  Bottles  is  a  hot 
solution  of  1  part  of  gelatine  in  8  parts  of  acetic  acid, 
Apply  .i  very  little  of  it,  warm,  before  patting  on  the 

capsule. 

194/63,  Hibernia. — You  are  going  on  the  light  track  in 
studying  icr  the  Iiish  Licence  and  the  British  Minor  exami- 
nation 5  simultaneously,  but  we  cannot  add  to  the  advice 
given  ia  our  Educational  number,  September  5,  which  see. 


196/44.  Hops  asks: — "Can  yeast  be  put  into  a  block  of 
augar  and  feimented  as  required?"  [If  it  can  ba  done  at 
a  temperature  below,  say,  120°  F.  the  yeast-cells  will  be  pre- 
served. The  difficulty  is  to  do  that.  There  is  money  in 
the  idea,  probably,  so  it  is  worth  "  Hops's  "  while  to  workSit 
out  ] 


194/5  Herba  Bausto. — The  reply  to  "  Bocro  "  is  equally 
applicable  to  your  query  in  regard  to  fixing  labels  on  tin. 


87/21.  Feali. — Suifocyanammonium  is  the  German  name 
for  ammonium  sulphoeyanide. 


20S/55.  /.  G — -Hire  of  Surgical  Goods. — Whiteley's 
charge  for  hot-water  beds  and  the  like  is  20*.  per  month, 
but  others  charge  10*.  par  month  or  less.  The  minimum 
charge  for  hiring  bed-paas  and  bronchitis  kettles  is  2.s.  or 
Zs.  6d..  and  thereafter  6d.  to  Is.  par  week,  according  to  the 
value  of  the  article  and  the  length  of  the  hire. 


211/70.  Amyas—  The  rad.  rhei  is  none  the  worse — 3imply 
a  change Jn  the  chrysophan  through  the  action  of  the  am- 
monia    _he  acidity  of  the  spirit  will  restore  it. 


210/15.  Subscriber  asks  for  a  formula  for  making  a  small 
quantity  cf  Haemoglobin.  We  quote  the  following  from 
our  1894  Diabt  :— 

Mix  deSbrinated  bl-od  with  its  own  volume  of  water,  and  half  a  volume 
of  alcohol.  Set  aside  at  0°  C.  for  twenty-fojr  hours.  Collect  the  hemo- 
globin and  dry  over  sulphuric  acid.  This  provides  crystals.  To  obtain  it 
in  the  amorphous  state  precipitate  the  red  corpuscles  from  the  defibrinatel 
blood  by  adding  a  saturated  solution  of  salt.  Collect  the  precipitate,  wash 
with  a  dilute  salt  solution,  then  shike  the  precipitate  with  three  times  its 
weight  of  water  and  its  own  weight  of  ether.  The  latter  dissolves  fat,  &c, 
the  former  the  hfemoglobin.  Separate  the  two  solutions  and  precipitate 
tbe  aqueous  one  with  lead  sulucetite.  Collect  this  lead  precipitate,  wash 
with  spirit,  suspend  in  water,  and  decompose  with  a  stream  of  carbonic- 
scid  gas.   Filter  and  evaporate  the  solution  at  40°  O.,  and  scale. 


202/31.  Mixture  asks  our  opinion  of  the  following  Cough- 


mixture  :  — 

Chlorodyni     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Si- 

.Either,  sulph.  . .       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ss. 

Pule. potas.  nit   3ss. 

Tin.  ipecac.    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Acid,  hydrobrom.  dil.        ..       ..       ..  3iij. 

Liq.  moi'ph.  acct.      ..       .,  3S3. 

Liq.  ammon.  acet.  cone.       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Syrupi  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3j- 

Aq.  ad   3vj. 

M. 

Dose  :  5ss.  t.d.s. 


It  is  bad.  The  acid  will  react  with  tbs  litre  and  make 
a  nasty  mixture.  If  the  artie'es  italicised  are  omitted  a 
very  good  mixture  will  be  obtained. 


203/49.  Sedat  — TDueaine  does  not  appear  to  be  so  effica- 
cious as  cocaine.  We  do  not  think  you  will  find  it  of  much 
benefit  in  pruritis  ani.    For  that  try  the  following  : — 


Acid,  cirbolic.       ..       ..       ..       ..  gr.  x. 

Zinci  oxidi     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Spt.  rcctificat. . .       ..       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Triturate  and  add — 

Lanolin   3vj. 

01.  olivaj    3ij. 

M. 


Wash  the  part  with  coal-tar  soap  and  warm  water,  dry,  and  apply  the 
ointment. 


207/45.    Jason. — Ionoae  or  artificial  violet  scant. 


207/70.  Uneri/i/. — You  will  find  a  good  deal  about  milk- 
sterilisation  in  cne  "  Year  Book  of  Pharmacy,"  and  the 
makers  of  milk-sterilisers  as  well  as  the  Aylesbury  Dairy 
Company  supply  pamphlets  on  the  subject.  Several  papers 
have  been  published  in  the  Lancet.  See  also  the  "  Medical 
Annual  for  1896,"  page  50,  and  C.  #  D.  xlvii.,  pages  70  and 
573.  We  understand  that  Dresden  modified  milk  is  cow's 
milk  enriched  by  cream.  The  Aylesbury  Company  make  one 
of  this  kind. 


78/4.  J.  II.  S  — Orange  dyes  are  obtainable  which  dis- 
solve freely  in  cold  water.  It  is  net  advisable  to  treat  them 
with  boiling  water.  One  per-cent.  solutions  are  strong 
enough  for  aerated-beverage  colourings,  but  in  this  case  use 
a  mixture  of  S.V.R.  1  part  and  water  4  parts  as  the  solvent. 


208/50.  Subscriber  (Bradford). — Boric  acid  is  almost  use- 
less as  a  preservative  for  gum  mucilage.  Salicylic  acid  is 
better.  Saturate  the  water  with  the  acid  before  dissolving 
the  gum  in  it.  Formalin  is  even  better,  in  the  proportion 
of  1  minim  to  the  ounce  of  water  used,  and  it  makes  the 
gum  more  adhesive. 


204/59.  Mea. — American  medical  colleges  do  not  generally 
impose  a  Preliminary  examination.  Certainly  the  General 
Medical  Council's  examination  will  be  accepted  in  the  United 
State?. 

c 
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204/43.  Enmledge  —  Pulv.  sapon.  alb.  for  starch-glazes  is 
powdered  curdscap. 


209/22  R  — If  a  water  contains  sewage-matter  it  will  be 
quickly  detected  by  adding  3  or  4  drops  of  permanganate-of- 
potash  solution  to  5  oz.  of  it,  when  a  brown  precipitate  will 
form. 


208/21.  Gentian  —  Chinese  Blue  is  the  finest  quality  of 
Prussian  blue. 


209/47.  lodini. — In  making  tr.  iodi  decolorat.  iodoform 
is  generally  produced,  and  more  by  some  formula  than  by 
others;  but  iodoform  does  not  give  a  blue  colour  with 
starch.  It  is  free  iodine  which  does  that.  We  cannot  spare 
space  to  explain  why  you  failed  to  get  certain  hypothetical 
reactions;  these  things  will  become  clear  to  you  as  you 
proceed  with  your  studies.  You  should  make  the  tincture 
by  the  B  P.C.  formula,  which  is  usually  adopted  now. 


215/31.  Bismuth  — There  are  several  glycerine-jellies 
made  according  to  Dr.  Unna's  prescriptions.  The  following 
seems  to  us  most  suitable  for  painting;  on  or  round  a  corn. 
It  is  Galatinum  Acidi  Salicylici  (10  per  cent.)  :  

Gelatine  3-; 

Glycerine  Jivss. 

Water  ...      „   jiT> 

Salicylic  acid   jj. 

All  by  weight.  Soak  the  gelatine  in  the  water  ;  when  soft  add  the 
glycerine,  dissolve  by  the  heat  of  a  water  bath,  and  add  the  acid.  Reserve 
a  sufficiency  of  the  glycerine  to  make  the  acid  a  thin  paste,  which  dissolve 
in  the  warm  mass. 


212/33.    Ralph. — (1)  The  prescription  is  a  perfectly  safe 
one.    Why,  15  minim  doses  of  ext.  cocn;  liq.  may  be  taken  j 
thrice  daily  for  a  lifetime.    It  is  as  harmless  as  tea.    (2)  ' 
No  pharmaceutical  qualification  is  required  in  the  Isle  of  i 
Man.  r 


) 

187/14.  Constant  Reader,  —  (1)  Headache-powder.  — 
This  is  antifebiin  coloured  with  a  trace  of  roseine.  (2)  Oint- 
ment for  Destroying  Vermin  on  the  head:— 


Veratrinae  . .                                 , ,       . .  gr.  x 

Cera  albs                                          , .  3iv. 

01.  olivaj   Jiij. 

Adipis    Jiij. 

01.  bergam   iris. 

01.  cassias  ,       ..               .,  in_v, 

M.S.A, 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  Irlsf  notes  on 
pra'.ticalsubjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good'Jn  practice  or  which 
hate  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 

For  Hingw orm  —  W.  K.  I1.  (203/17),  who  finds  that  in 
practical  hints  the  C  §  B.  pays  its  cost  over  and  over  again 
each  year,  wishes  to  point  out  that  from  his  experience  the 
"  Ringworm  Application  "  (67.  <£•  B.,  February  9, 1895)  is  too 
strong  for  use  by  the  general  public,  unless  carefully  applied 
by  the  prescriber.  [This  is  hjd.  perchlor.  £)j.  in  tr.  iod.  gss., 
and  was  sent  in  competition  — Ed  ] 

Spt.  Amnion.  Arom. — Subjoined  is  an  abstract  of  a  note 
which  went  amissing  from  our  report  of  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association  meeting.  It  is  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt, 
jun.,  who  has  for  years  used  terpeneless  essential  oils,  and 
it  struck  him  that  they  would  make  a  good  sal  volatile  by 
simple  solution,  using  essential  oil  of  nutmeg,  and  in* 
stead  of  the  6i  drachms  of  oil  of  lemon  to  the  gallon,  as 
ordered  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  he  employed  20  minims  of  a 


concentrated  oil  of  lemon  said  to  be  twenty  to  thirty  times 
the  strength  of  the  ordinary  oil  The  formula  was  as 
follows: — Carbonate  of  ammonia,  4  cz  ;  strong  solution  of 
ammonia,  8  oz. ;  volatile  oil  of  nutmeg,  4|  drachms ;  oil  of 
lemcn,  concentrated,  20  minims  ;  rectified  spirit,  60  0  p., 
117  cz.  ;  water  to  1  gallon.  Dissolve  the  carbonate  of 
ammocia  in  24  oz  of  warm  water  in  a  40  oz.  bottle,  and  add 
the  solution  of  ammonia.  Mix  the  oils  with  the  S.V.R.  and 
filter  into  this  the  ammonia  solution  little  by  little,  and 
make  up  with  water  to  1  gallon. 

The  resulting  spirit  is  miscible  with  water,  is  of  good 
flavour,  and  the  nutmeg  does  not  appear  to  predominate. 
Its  sp.  gr.  is  896,  and  that  cf  the  concentrated  o'A  of 
lemon  used  is  900  at  15  5°  C. 


Coming  JEvents, 


Notices  of  Association  and  Society  meetings  trill  be  inserted  in  this  section 
free  of  charge  if  we  receive  intimation  of  such  meetings  by  Wednesday  of 
the  week  previous  to  that  in  which  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Saturday,  November  14. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  Bryanston,  at  Wormholt 
Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush.  Kick-off  at  3.  Trains  from 
Qower  Street  at  1.58  and  2  15. 

Tuesday,  November  17. 

Plymouth  and  Bistrict  Junior  Chemists'  Association, 
Foresters'  Hall,  at  7.30  p  m.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  will  give 
an  address  to  students. 

Wednesday,  November  18. 

Plymouth  end  Bistrict  ChemUts'  Association.  Third  annual 
dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Devonport.  7  p.m.  The 
Mayor  of  Davonport,  Mr.  W.  J.  Waycott,  will  be  present 
at  the  dinner,  also  a  deputation  from  the  Pharmaceutical! 
Society. 

Th;  Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London).  Annual 
dinnsr,  at  the  Cafe  Royal,  68  Ragcnt  Street,  W,  at 
7  30  p.m.  Tickets,  Is.  6d  each,  from  the  Vice-President 
and  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Mathews,  68  Queen's 
Gardens,  W. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Rooms, 

Birmingham,  at  9  p.m.    Musical  and  social  evening. 
Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  Newburg  Hall,  at 

9  p.m.    Social  and  musical  evening. 
Royal  Microcopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,at8  p.m. 
Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Opening 
address  on  the  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce  of 
India  by  Major  General  Sir  O.  T.  Burne,  K.C.S.I. 

Thursday,  November  19. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  W.  at  8  P.M.  Papers  to 
be  read :  "  Mercury  Hyponitrites,"  P.  H.  Ray,  D.Sc. ; 
"  The  Nitrites  of  Mercury  and  the  Conditions  under 
which  they  are  formed,"  P.  H.  Ray,  D.Sc.  ;  "The 
Interaction  of  Mercurous  Nitrite  and  the  Alkyl  Iodides," 
P.  H.  Ray.  D.Sc. ;  "  Crystallography  of  the  Mono- 
hydrated  Mercurous  Nitrite,"  T.  H.  Holland;  "Sulpho- 
camphoric  Acid  and  other  Derivatives  of  Camphor- 
snlphonic  Acid,"  H.  LapworDb,  D.Sc,  and  F.  Stanley 
Kipping,  Ph.D.,  D  Sc. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  103  Great  Russell  Street, 
W.C.,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  E.  H.  Gane  on  "American 
Pharmacy." 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotla?id  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
94  West  R9gent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9  15  p.m.  Mr.  Alex. 
Laing  on  "  The  Relation  of  Medicine  to  Pharmacy." 

Friday,  November  20. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  and  Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Asso- 
ciate of  Ireland.  General  meeting  in  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Rooms,  67  Lemount  Street,  at  8  p.m  ,  for  the 
election  of  officers  and  the  transaction  of  other  busi- 
ness. 


